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1. iNnmmoN 


A. The Mission Of Ihe Task Force 

1. The Problem 

On Novenber 1, 1975, WLlllam C. Sullivan, fciror 
Assistant Director, Dnestic DiteXUgence Division, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the 
Senate Select Ccnnittee to Study GoveincBntal Operations 
vlth Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 
froQ late 1963 and continuing until the assassination of 
Dr. )&rtin Luther King, Jr. , King \iias the target of an 
Intensive caspaign by d)e F.B.l. to neutralize him as an 
effective civil ri^ts leader. Sullivan stated that in 
the war against King 'Tfe holds were barred.” (Senate 
Beport Ho. 94*755, Final B^^ort of the Select Cooisittee 
to Study Govemcsntal Operations with Bespect to 
Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other 
testimxiy describing this F.B.l. counterintelligence 
caopaign against King reached the ptiblic through the 
news nedia. As a consequence there was a regeneration of 
the widespread speculation on the possibility that die 
Bureau may have had some respanslbili^ in Dr. King's, 
death and may not have done an Ispartial and thorou^ 
investigation of die assassination. 



{ 


2. The Attorroy General’s Directive 

(h Itovetrber 24, 1975, the Attorney General of the 
ttdted States directed the Civil Bi^ts Division of tbB 
Department of Justice to vndert^ a review of die files 
of Che Department and its Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to detexzoixie idiether the investigation of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be reopened, ^fare 
particularly it was sou^t to be determined: (1) whether 

any action taken in relation to Dr. King by the FBI before 
the assassination had, or my have had, an effect, direct 
or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was 
taken by the FBI which had, or may haw had, any other 
adverse effect on Dr. King. Recocmendations for c rim i n al, 
disciplinary or other appropriate acdon wiere reqx^ested. 

3. The Review up to April 26, 1976 

In the next four months, the Assistant Attorney 
General in diarge of the Civil Ri^ts Division, his 
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the 
Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil Ri^ts 
Division, acting as a review staff, variously read portions 
of the FBI headquarters file on a person 
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«hp served as an adviser to Dr. King, portlans of the FBI 
headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions 
of the PBI headquarters ^e on assassinatlah invest!' 
gatlon, aooae Depamnent (as opposed to FBD files relating 
to Dr. King, and other Bureau doemmts including everything 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. , held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's 
official, confidential and personal files. 

^ s aemorandun to the Attorney Goieral dated April 
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the 
Civil Ri^s Division sihmitted a 51 page r eport of die 
Chief of the Civil Ri^ts Division's Criminal Section dated 
March 31, 1976, eobodylng the results of the three>man stu^. 
limited to the above listed files, end concentrating almost 
excliisively on the pre-assasslnatlon surveillance of, and 
counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King. 

Ihe Assistant Attorney General recoccended the 
creatlcn of a Departmental Task Force to ccoplete the 
review he and his team had begun. He also recoDnended an 
Advisory Comnlttee of distinguished dtlrens to advise with 
the task force. The furdier review proposed included inter- 
rogation of material wldiesses. reading all the pertinent 
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters 
files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rl^ts 
activists. A recomaendatlan made to review tapes secured 



by elecQTcxiic svsrveiUance with a view to detexnlnlxig 
\4ilch of Bodti materials should be and could be legally 
destroyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt ^)at 
the FBI diould assess tiie culp^iUty of Its ageits 
involved in tiie wrongdoing by the principals named In 
the r eport. His memorandum to the Attorney General 
concluded that prob^ly criminal redress was tlre~ 
barred, that civil remedies ml^t be available to 
the King fosily but ml^t also be more eobarrasslng 
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given 
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by 
a private bill to ooopensate the King survivors , or 
with the survivors' concurrence, the King Fomdatlon; 

If this last lss\>e were left to the task force or an 
Advisory ConxaLsslcn, It should consider the pros and 
cons and recocmend as it sees fi.t. 

Ihe Attorney General forwarded d\e dvLl RL^ts 
Division memoranda (and oomients tiiereon frcm the Deputy 
Attorney General, the Solicitor Ger^al, and fron staff 
meobers and the Assistant Attorney General of Criminal 
Division) to the Comsel, Office of Professional Bespon* 
siblUty. The Attorney General charged the Office of 
Professional Responsibility with the work of coopleting 
the review begm by die Civil Ri^ts Division. Hts memo- 
randim states: 
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request for revlev 
involved fovjr metters. First. \d)eti)er 
the FBI investigation of the Dr. Martin . 
luther Xing's assassizuitlcn was tiioroqgh 
and honest; second, whether there was 
my evident that the FBI was involved 
In the assassination of Dr. King; third. 

. in li^t of the first two questions. 

%heth^ ^re is any new erndence t^ich 
has cooe to the attention of the Depart- 
loent concerning the assassination of Dc. 

Xing which shomd be dealt with by the 
appropriate authorities: fourth, whether 
the nature of the relationship ^tween 
the Bureau and Dr. Xing calls for criadnal 
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or 
other a ppro p riate action. 

As ths fourth pointi^ I sgsin nets 
that from the partial review \diich has 
been made, Mr. Pottinger conclijdes 'we 
have found that the FBI mdertook a system- 
atic program of harassment of Martin lu^ier 
King, by means both legal and illegal, in 
ord^ to discredit him and harm both him 
and the movement he led. ' Assuring that 
the major statutory violations relevant 

241 md Sectim 242, Mr. Pottinger* s irgno- 
randun concludes that any prosecuticn con- 
tecf^lated inder those acts would now be 
barred by the five-year statute of limita- 
tions with the possible exception tdiich 
W3uld exist if tl^e were proof of a con- 
tinuing conspiracy. 

As to me matter of new evidence 
with respect to the assassination ny under- 
< standing is that the Department has never 

closed the Martin Luther King file and 
that numerous allegatlcns of the possible 
« involvement of co^consplrators are prcoptly 

Investigated. The riixust of riie review vhich 
1 requested, however, was to determine 

a new look at vdiat was done by the 
Bureau In Investigating the assassinaticn 
or in the relationship betv^en the Bureau 
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end Dr. King vL^t give a different 
cophasis or new clxies in any way to 
^ questican of involvenent in tiiat 
crime. At this point in the review^ 
as I read the mecoranda. nothing has 
turned relevant cn this latter 
point. 


The review Is not cocplete. 

Mr. Fottinger and all those vho t»ve 
oOBBsnted iipon his memorandum recoosend 
that the review be cccpleted. lir. 
Fottinger also has made other recoonm- 
datlons upon tdd.ch there is some differ- 
ence of (pinion. In view, It Is 
essential that the review be co^leted 
as soon as possible and in as diorou^ 
a manner as is required to answer the 
basic questions. In view of \hat has 
already been done* and the tentative 
conclusions reached, special eophasls 
shculd be given to the fourdi question. 
In conductwg this review you should 
call t:|>an the Department to fuznl^ 
to you the staff you need. 

ccnclxisicn as to the' review 
conducted by the Civil Ri^ts Division 
is that It has now shown that this 
cocplete review is necessary, particu- 
larly in view of the conclxislon as to 
the systematic program of harassment. 

If your review turns matters for 
specific action, we should discuss die 
best way to proceed cn each stxh case.” 


B. The Task Force Md The Method Of Review 


The Counsel of tihe Office of Professional Responsi- 
bility selected three attorneys firom the Civil Rl^ts Division, 
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R. Kledchefer and lUlllam D. \tilte, 
one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division, 


r 
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Janes F. Walker, and a retired attorney Fred G. Folsan , 
is currently a consultant to the Tax Division vidx 
37 years of experience in Civil Bi^ts Division (bMdi 
Included hcoocide cases) , Criminal Division and Tax 
Division prosecutions. As ^ senior ten the latter 
was designated to head the task force. This oocmlttee 
or task force began its woric on 4, 1976. The coccilttee 
was further staffed by the addition of two research analysts, 
Ms. Hope Byrne and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries, 

Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holaes, and two cleik- 
typlsts, Mrs. Leroylyne Mjrr^ and Ms. Dana Boyd. 

Consideration of a- tentative outline for an eventual 
report based on the chronology of events in the relationship 
between Dr. Martin Luther King and the Federal Bureau of 
^Tvestigatlon bxou^t the task force tp against the fact 
that the field of the history before tiie assassinatlcn bad 
Jtjst been plowed twice: once by the Civil Pi^ts Division 
nencranda of Mardi 31, 1976, and ^)ril 9, 1976 and once 
(ancng other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Comnlttee 
to Study Govemnental Operaticns with Kespect to Intelligence 
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d 
Session, Books XI and HI). 

By way of contrast, however, the setter of the assas- 
sination of Dr. King and the ensuing investigation had been 



Judged hy the Civil Eights DLvislcn’s Assistant Attorney 
General and his tMO assistants prlaarlly on their facxLIi- 
arity with the Departomt file on the ixivestigatlcn as it 
had progressed since 1968. Ihe dvll Eights Division's 
Martin Luther King* Jr. , review nscooranda reflected that 
a stud/ had been made of only the first 10 sections of the 
BBI headquarters file on the assassination Investigatian 
and only a random inspection was done of some of the remain- 
^ng 7A no discussion ox sn^lysls* 

The conclusion was reached by the Civil Eights Division staff 
that "die Bureau's investigation was occprehensive, thorou^ 
and professional" Oiirphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6). 
It vms detexTsined therefore to begin die task force's study 
with a cccplete review of the files on the FBI's Investigaticn 
of the assassinatian. It was die consensus of die review 
team that by broaching die ihole task by &rst examining 
the character and cccpleteness of the murder Investigation 
an siswer co uld be made to die Attorney Gsieral's quesuon 
as to die Bureau's performance in that regard and also an 
answer could be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's 
possible responsibility, if any, direct or Indirect, for 
Dr. King's death. 

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of 
the aurder of Dr. King, the review team proceeded to go 
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bade and earpiece die Inquiry Inco die Btnreau*s pre~ 
assassinaclon relationship with Dr. King. Necessarily 
included again In this second stage of our review was 
the consideration of \^ther the FBI was In any way 
InpUcated In the ourder directly or indirectly. 

Ihe task force cade a particular point of looking 
at all the material in the FBI headquarters and field 
office files on the Assassination Investigation, the so- 
called 'Hnrkin File” (Mnrkin being an acronym for Murder 
of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File lj\ die 
Oaninfil-SCLC File (Ccclnfil being an acronym for Cocxiunist 
infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) the file on Coenunist Ihfliisnce 
in Racial letters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/. 

The ”MLirkin” file was solely concerned with the inirder investi- 
gation. The other four files provided a ttsjlti-focal view 


1/ FBI HQ. 44-38861 
y FBI HQ. 100-106670 

3/ FBI HQ. 100-438794 

V FBI HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file 

‘entitled Cccranist Party, U.S.A. Negro Question; 

FBI HQ. 100-3-U6 

5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452 



of Che Bureaa*s incelli^ence and oounterinteUlgence 
activities with respect to Dc. Martin Lather King, Jr. 

The scheme of citation hereinafter used will be to 
minlmf ze footnotes, place the source citation in the 
bofy of the writing, and designate headquarters files 
by "HQ" and nunher and serial and Field Office files 
by city and nvnher and serial, e.g. : O^^^phis A4'1987- 

153) . Exceptions to this scheme will be etplained when 
made. 

Ihe soore volvininous of the pertinent files in 
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington 
Field Office files were located in Mecphis , Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Charlotte, Binsingiham, Hew Orleans, los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha, Chicago, 
^mingfleld {111. ) , Milwaukee and New York. These were 
examined in place by visits by task force personnel. The 
recaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in 
Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained 
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices 
were scanned. 

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000 
entries , many with numerous pages concerning both the 
murder investigatim and tiie securl^ investigation were 
covered. The five attorneys sitting togedier originally 



and later, as the \K>rk progressed, splitting up to 
W3zk singly or in teams together with the research 
personnel, considered separate sections of eadi file 
oonpiling notes, comenting cm, or reading aloud, or 
noting for reading by all of the coimittee, items of 
significance. Motes were taken, v^ien pertinent items 
were encountered, cm a sericd.-by-serial basis ("serials" 
being eacdi separate document entry of one or more pages 
in the file) . The resulting books of notes were then 
reviewed and used in conjuncticm with the original-source 
serials for the developnent of the statements of fact 
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected 
in cxmteiTporaneous manoranda which aided in the development 
of the facts recited. 

Selected portions of the so-c:alled Official and 
Confidential files v^ch had been kept in the officre of 
the late J. Edgar Hcmver, sane sensitive files in the 
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Divisicm, 
and the files of former Assistant Director William 
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent 
files of the Attom^s General. The task force attorneys 
review the transc:ripts of key intercepted telephone 
and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King 
and his associates. Ihese were spot checked 


for accuracy agaijist ^ tapes of those surveillances. 

A cativass of other investigative agencies vas imde to 
determine v^ther their files reflected that Intelligence 
or oounterlntelligence requests had been made upon them 
by the FBI In relation to Dr. King^ 'Ihis included the 
Defense D^artment, the State Department, the U.S. 

Infoimatlan Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the 
Postal Inspection Service, the D:itemal Bevoixie Service's 
DitelUgence Division and the Treasury Departsnent's Bureau 
of Alcohol, Ibbacco and Firearms. Ihe material turned vp 
these agencies was examined, albeit little of consequence 
was discovered. Relevant portions of the investigation r^rts 
of ti)e Mecphis Police Department on the King mrder were 
rceroxed and studied. 

In addition to official files, the task force personnel 
considered published material Ihxm the public sector dealing 
with Dr. l&rtln Luther King, , and his assassination. 

Included in this category were a viewing of the Colmbia 
Broadcasting System *s program on the death of King in its series 
"The Assassins,*' a Nadcnal Broadcasting Carpany "Tom o rrow" 
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role 
of the FBI in relation to the niirder of Dr. King (see 
Bibllograpl^, App. A, Ex. 6)* This lead to some valxmble 
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evidentiary ceterial - principally die oral and written 
Btatements of Janes Earl Bay > idiidi was used to buttress 
die reconstruction of die facts of die rurder' and of die 
FBI InvestigatiLcn. 

Sene 30 Interviews were conducted, principally in 
die assassination phase of die task force study. They were 
helpful In supplementing die results of interviews dene 
during die tLcrder investigation. 

XXirlng the review of die Meephis Field Of^ce files, 
an on-site inspection of die crime scene was conducted and 
the ediibits in die office of die Clerk of die County Court 
for Shelby County, Tennessee, were examined. 



II. IHE ASSASSmnCN INVESTIGATION 


A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968 

1. The Poor People’s Canpaigi 

Tb iBiderstand the tcvenents of Dr. King during this 
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the 
Poor People's Caopaign (FOCA^. originally called the 
Washington Spring Project In \diich he and the SCLC were involved. 
POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968, 
and involved recruiting seme 3,000 poor unenployed blacks 
from 16 localities In the Uiited States for Che purpose of 
going to Washington, D.C. , and petitioning the governnent to 
isprove their economic status (HQ 157-8428>51) . 

The plan was to camp on the Washington M^mment or 
Lincoln Meroorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132) . During the first 
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and 
heads of departments, sudi as the Secretary of Labor. If Che 
dfinands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be 
conducted (HQ 157-8428-109). 

Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and 
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various 
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina 
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75) . By mid February Dr. King had 
become discouraged widi the lack of progress in recruiting and 


/ 


- 14 



( 


training deraonsciators (HQ 157-8428-206) . During this low 
point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans 
and tz> go to Msiphis. Tennessee, in support of a strike inv;Dlving 
^e city's sanitation workers. 

2. Mgnphis Sanitation Worker's Strike 

On Fdiruary 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation 
workers eoployed by the ci^ of Mecphls called a wildcat 
strike. The strikers were represented by local 1733 of the 
American Federation of State, County and Mnicipal Eiployees 
\ho demanded exclusive reoogpnition of the union as bargaining 
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage i np r ove ments. 
payroll deduction of union dues , and a prccotion system as well 
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program. 

(HQ 157-9146-XL) . 

The NAACP Intervened in the strike becaxise all of 
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A 
militant young black power group known as the Dnvaders was 
similarly Interested in the strike. The group consisted of 
about 15 members, mostly hi^ school dropouts, and was a cell 
of a larger group Inown as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed 
by Charles L. Cabbage and John B. Sbiidt. The alleged purpose 
of BOP was to stinulate a sense of black identity, black pride 
and black consciousness in young blacks. 
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The strikers vere also supported a group of blade 
ministers, comected with the Menphis Interdenominational 
Minlscerlal Alliance. \ibo adopted the name CCliE (Camunlcy on 
the Move for Equality) . It vas members of this gro^) that 
were instmnental in bringing Ifer. King to Meephis. On March 3, 
1968, the Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr . , pastor of the 
Centenary Methodist Chirch.^Menphls, and member of COME, stated 
on a television program (UHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring 
Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights organizations) to 
Meephis in an effort to unify the entire blade coranunity 
behind the demands of die strikers (HQ 157>91^-X23) . The 
intervention of these various blade concunity organizations 
caused the city of Memphis to be ccxicemed about the racial 
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence 
(HQ 157-9146-XL). 

Dr. King made his first visit to Menphis in support 
of die strike on die ni^t of Itoch 18, 1968. On that occasion, 
in addressing an estimated croud of 9.000 to 12,000 people at 
a rally sponsored by OCME at the Mason Taiple, he called for 
a general protest day on Macrch 22, 1968. All blacks were asked 
not to go to work or school on that day and were urged to 
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his 
party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, A06 Mulberry Street, on 
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the ni^hc of h&rch 18, 1968 and left Mecphis shortly before 
tioon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go to the State of 
Misslss^l in connection with the POCAM 157-9146>X39) . 

the City of Meo^his was virtually paralyzed by a 
16>inch snowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in die post- 
ponement of the planned mass march to March 28, 1%8. Dr. King 
returned to Menphis on the 28th, arriving at the airport at 
approximately 10:22a.m. By that time approximately 5,000 to 
6,000 people, about half of whom v^e of school age. had 
congregated at Claybom Xsiple (located at 280 Hernando St.) 
for Che start of the march. According to the plan of the mardi. 
the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the 
people following behind. The march was to proceed north on 
Hernando to Beale Street, thence west on Beale Street to 
Main Street and north on ^kin Street to City Hall. 

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and 
had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before It was joined by 
Dr. King. Iftien front of the march (led by Dr. King) 
readied >kin Street, teenagers and young adults at die rear 
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front 
of the march) ripped the si^ off dieir poles and began 
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed 
and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The 
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dlsmptloa of the march caused Dr. King's aides to ccmnandeer 
an autccDblle, and Dr. King and his party were escorted 
police to Che Riveznonc Hotel operated Holiday Lms of 
Anerica. (HQ 157-9146-45) . Dr. King left the march at 
11:15a.m. and diecked into the Rivetmont Hotel at 11:24a.m. 
tdiere he stayed until yhrch 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party 
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at 
9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were scheduled to leave 
Atlanta morning of March 29. 1968, for Baltimore 
(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, remaining in Menphis on the night 
of the 28th was a change in plans . 

The city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately 
3,500 members of the Tennessee National Guard were called out 
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were 
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set; and over 
300 persons were arrested. Approximately one percent of the 
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these vere 
people who were criminally inclined and xdio had been in previous 
trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Meophis "Oxmercial 
^peal" reported tiiat many of the looters and window breakers 
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of 
^e "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant 
E.H. Aikin of the Maiphis Police D^artment, indicated that 
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isany hig^ school ag« students had put the vord "Invaders" on 
their Jackets for effect and vere not necessarily affiliated 
with the BOP movement OIQ 157-9146-45) . The violence and 
disruption of the inarch uas of great concern to Cr. Kix^ 
because of the possible effect it might have on the planned 
FOCAM. Therefore, he vo^d to return to Maiphis and 
demonstrate that he had not lost his effectiveness in 
leading nonviolent marches. 

TV , King, tog6thfir vith his g rpf f ^ retum6d to 

Meophis on ^^il 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press 
conference at the airport, the groi^ proceeded to the Lorraine 
Mstel, arriving there at approximately 11:20a.m. Ac about 
12:05p.m. Or. King left the Lorraine Mstel for a meeting at 
the Centenary Methodist Church (Security and Surveillance R^t. 
of G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Deparmnent, dated 
July 17, 1968). Or. King announced at this meeting that his 
purpose in returning to Meophls vms to lead a mass march on 
Aprxi o, 1900 10/-91HD-9 p.o;. 

However, on ^>rll 3, 1968, Ibited States District 
Court Judge Bail^ Brown issued a tezporary restraining order 
against further marches In Marphis (H^ 157-9146-9, p.l). 

Dr. King returned to the lorraine Mstel at 2:25p.m. and someCime 
that afternoon Federal ^farshals served him and his aides with 
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the restraining order. (Security and Surveillance Kept, of 
G.P. Tines. Inspector. Mesiphls Police Departiaent. dated 
July 17, 1968). 

At s^raodmately 4:00p.m. Dr. Kli% and the SCLC staff 
met with the BOP gro^ at \dd.ch time Charles Cabbage requested 
money to Institute BOP plans to start a "Liberation School" 
and a ‘^lack Go^p". Dr. King agreed to use his inHuence 
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young agreed to help 

Up & Tr £3 bclisvsd thssd C0nC85Sicn£ WST 8 

to BOP in order to keep than in line and prevent them from 
follodng a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9) 

On the nl^t of ^ril 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to 
approKimately 2, (XX) persons at the l&son Teiple. He enphaslzed 
that the scheduled mass march nust be held on ^il 8 , 1968, 
to re- focus attention on the ei^t-we^ old sanitation workers 
strike. 

After the speech, Solomon Jones, Jr. , servli^ as 
Dr. King's chauffeiff Mm bade to the Lorraine Motel. 

Dr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday morning, 

April 4, 1968, at 8:30a.m. because he had to appear in court 
in connection with a restraining order, (^fe^phis 44-1987-2322 
p.51.) 


3. Dr. King’s Activities on April 4. 1968 


According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of louisville, 
Kentudcy (fBl interview: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) 

Rev. A.D. Wlllians King. (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie 
Ward arrived In Maiphis on April 4. 1968, fron Florida and 
registered at the Lorraine hbtel at approximately 1:00a.m. 
l^;x)n Inquiring about Dr. King, tiiey vere told that he was 
attending a strategy meeting at a church. The three then 
went to the church, but Dr. King was not there. 

Returning to die motel. Dr. King's brother, 

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward conversed in room 207 until th^ 
observed Dr. Kixig, along with Reverends Ralph Abernathy 
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxicab in the motel 
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was invited to room 207 
i^ere he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward 
until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 \diere he and 
Rev. Abernathy were registered. About a half hour later 
Dr. King went to room 201 v^ere he visited with Mrs. Davis 
for approximately one hcnjor. Afterwards he returned to room 
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m. 

Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned 
to the Xnrraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court. 
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However, Rev. Andre? Young advised Jones that he was going to 
co\j 3T£ i 2 is£s 2 td o£ PjT v^T ig ^isrsfosr© ^bs 

to reoHln at the notel. (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.51). 

12k:. King retoained at the notel the entire day, 
returning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis. 
He was later joined in room 201 by his brother, Mrs. Ward, 
Abernathy, Lee, Young, and Attorney Giauncey Eskridge. 

Ihc group conversed imtil about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King 
announced they were gping to dinner at the home of 
Rev. BUly Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). Biroute to 
room 306 to dress. Dr. King saw Solomon Jones, Jr. in the 
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as th^ were 
preparing to go to dinner (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). 


*/ mere is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned 
to room 306. Ifrs. D^ls places the time at 5:45p.m. HcMever, 
in an FBI interview. Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4, 

1968, he and Dr. Kir« did not leave the notel and spent most 
of the day in locm 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King 
had been gone from their rocm for approximately one hour or 
less vhen they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get 
dressed for dinner at the heme of Rev. Billy Kyles, (HQ 44-38861 
2322, p.48). 
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Ac approximately 6:00p.a. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy 
started to leave room 306. Rev. Abernathy stopped for a 
noiDent and Dr. King \«lked out onto the balcony Just outside 
the door to the room (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones 
standing beside the car on the ground level and b^an a 
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King 
that he shmld put on a topcoat as it was cool outside. 

During this conversation. Dr. King was facing west and Jones 
was facing east and looking xjp at Dr. King from the ground 
level. As Dr. King actoowledged Jones' concern about getting 
his topcoat, Jones heard a sound which he thought vjas a fire 
cracker and D:. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front 
of room 306. Jones inmediatcly called for help and a number 
of Dr. King's aides, were either in their rooms or standing 
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). — ^ 


*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that 
^lomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. Kiz\g up for the assassination 
\aiduly detaining him on the balcony. Nothing In the evidence 
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation. 
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4. FBI Intelligence and local Polioe Activities 


a. FBI Infonrants. Robert G. Jensen# the Special 
Agent in Charge of the Mar^phis Field Office# and Joseph 
Hester, case agent for MJRKIN, have vneguivocally assured 
the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of 
Dr. King in Men^his. It was es^lained that Menphis was not in 
the roainstream of Dr. King's SCDC activities (Interview 
of Special Agent Joe Hester# June 23, 1976, App.B). 

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation worker's 
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Menphis 
Polioe Departjnent (MPD) and confidential pedd infomants did 
svpply information to the field office (Interview of fonner 
SAC Robert Jens^# July 7# 1976# 

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid 
confidential informants presiding intelligence regarding the 
racial situation to the Menphis Field Office on a continuing 
basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals 
related to the activities of the Nation of Islam, Black Students 
Association of M5U, Students for a Democratic Society, Black 
Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-American Brotlier- 
hood. Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is 
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no evidence that the activities of these Informants related 
directly to Dr. King. Moreover, diere is no evidence 
that would suggest that these informants were connected in 
ary way with the assassination of Dr. King. (HQ 134-11867; 
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.) 

b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders . In addition 
to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the MPD Infiltrated 
the Invaders in an undercover operation. The officer ^ho was 
later exposed and is no longer with the MPD, was interviewed 
by the task force. The vndercover assigment b^an in 
Fdsruary of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating 
the ^ivaders who became active about the same time of the 
sanitation workers strike . According to ^ o^icer the 
MPD was primarily interested in the hnvaders, not Dr. King, 
because the MH) was concerned about what they mL^t do. The 
police officer was, in fact,, accepted as a member of the 
Livaders and participated in their activities. On the 
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, die informant 
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and 
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned 
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was 
standing In the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King \«as 
shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King 



came the rear of the bulldirigs \4iich front on South 
Ifain Street. 

c. MPD Surveillance Detail and Ranoval of Detective 
Redditt from Duty . — Prom die time of Dr. King’s return 
to Maophls on April 3. 1968, mtil the time of his 
assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the 
MPD. IJ^ion learning of Dr. King’s fli^t schedule, Inspector 
G.F. Tines of the MiD Ihspectlonal Bureau instructed two 
blade plainclothes officers, Detective Edward E. Redditt and 
Patrolman Willie B. Richmond, to go to the airport to observe 
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under continuous 
surveillance in order to see widi whom he came in contact. 
According to Inspector Tines , the surveillance was ordered 
because Dr. King was a con tr oversial figure and had met with 
local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis . While 
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas. Matthews pointed her finger at 
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report 
of 6.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance 
of Dr. King, App. B.) 


The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the 
Mses for die House Select Cemmittee to investigate the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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addition to the surveillance detail. Assistant 
Qiief of Police W.P. Huston ordered a detail of four men, 
canoanded by Inspector Don H. Sbiith, to gp Co ^ airport 
for ^ purpose of providing security for Dr. King. Uhlle 
waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Ftrs. Ihomas Matthews 
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the 
airport to pidc up Dr. King and chat no one had asked for 
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked 
Rcvercid James Lawson ^ere th^ were going when they left 
the airport and he rolled: 'Ve have not fully made up our 

minds." Hevertheless, idien Dr. King and his party left the 
airport. Inspector Smith and his men followed them to the 
Lorraine Motel, arrlvirg there at approximately 11:20a.m. 
With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other 
officers, Dispector Sbiith and his men secured the entrances 
to the motel. 

Dr. King and his party left the Lorraine M:>tel at 
approximately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the security 
detail to the Centenary Methodise Church vdiere a meeting 
was held. The detail secured the &ont and rear entrances 
of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. tdien Dr. King and 
his group returned to the motel. The security detail then 
returned to the motel area and resuned their positions until 
they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Ifecdonald 



at ^proximately 5:05p.m. ^ispector G.P. Tlnei stated in 
his report that he was not conferred with and has no idea 
\itty the security detail was renoved frcis Dr. King after 
5:03p.m. Former Qiief (bcdon^d has no present recollection 
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald, 
former Qd.ef nprgrrihgr ?2, 1976, i^p. E.) The seojrity 
detail was not resuned on April 4, 1968, (Reports of 
Inspectors Don H. Snoith and J.S. Gagllano as incorporated 
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, sxjpra .) 

As a separate activity frcm the security detail, 
Detective Redditt and PatroliDan Ridrsond went to the airport 
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. VJhen Gr. King 
left the airport they followed him to the Lorraine Hotel 
and learned that he was registered in roan 306. Redditt 
telephoned hea^uarters sid informed Tns p prto r Tines \iiere 
Dr. King was staying. At approxiinately 12:05p.m. Redditt 
and Richrond followed Dr. King and his party to the 
Centenary Methodist Church \here a closed meeting of 
approximately 30 blade ministers was scheduled. Redditt 
again called headquarters and advised his s\q>eriors of his 
location. Redditt was Instructed to leave Richmond at the 
church and for him to return to die area of the Lorraine 
Motel for the purpose of finding a suitable place idiere 
close BiTrupmanre gnuiiH be kept on die motel. Rldnond 
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the 
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iDeetii^ was over at approximately 2:15p.m. Rlchnond then 
t^t to Claybom Teiple where he thou^t Dr. King would 
address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3; 00p.m. 
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there. 
Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:3Qp.m. and was 
advised that Dr. King had returned to the notel and that 
Bedditt had set a surveillance post at Fire Station Ho. 2, 
located at South Main and Butler streets . Richnond 
imnediately left Claybom Teazle and joined Redditt at the 
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richnond, 

April 9, 1968, MFD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray 
p. 1444). 

The rear of Fire Static*! No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine 
Motel and provided an excellent vantage point where Redditt 
and Richnond could observe Dr. King and his associates as 
they entered arui left the motel. On ^ril 3, 1968, Redditt 
and Richnond remained at their observation post until 6:35p.m. 
at vdiich time they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin 
and lieutenant J.V. Pe^ia of the MPD Internal Security Bureau. 
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements, 
State vs. Janes Earl Ray p. 1453). 

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and 
Richmond went to the Ifeson Tenple vhere Dr. King was 
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they 
arrived at the te;i|>le, Kedditt was approadied Reverend 
Malcomb D. Bladdum and told diat the wrd was 6ut that 
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spying with binoculars. Peverend Bladdum also advised 
Richmond that the tecf)le was the wrong place for him 
because ^e tension was too hi^. Fearing they would be 
esqused, Redditt and Richmond left the meeting at approximately 
8:50p.m. (Ri^rt of Liispector G.F. Tines.) 

Redditt and Richnond resmed their surveillance 
of the Lorraine M>tel from Fire Station Nb. 2 on April 4, 

1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Redditt 

A ^ A ^ A▼^Vki*Wl A A 1 < Mil A A 1 A 


Stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they 
were going to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward £. Redditt, 
April 10. 1968.) 

At approximately 4:00p.m. , Redditt was ordered by 
teleptxme to leave the fire station and report to headquarters 
where he was advised that threats had been made on his life. 

He was, therefore, ordered to move his faoaily into a motel 
under an assuned name Fraiik Holloman, former Director 
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Hollcman, Septaiiber 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt vas taken 
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home in a squad car, but refused to laove his faiDily because 
of a sick relative. At about the tine the squad car arrived 
In front of Redditt's residence, it uas armomced'on the 
radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a coqple of days. 
Redditt did not hear ai^ more about the threat on his life. 
(Interview of Edward E. Redditt, July 8, 1976, App. B.) 

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we 
have found that Ehilip R. Varuel, an investigator with the 
Senate Investigating Gomaittee, chaired ty Senator McClellan 
was in Meiphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD t^nuel 
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in 
Washington, that the Senate Cocmdttee Staff had information 
&an an Informant In Mississippi that the Mississippi 
Freedom DaDocratic Party had made plans to kill a **Negro 
lieutenant" In Mec^his. Manuel left Matphis on a 3:50p.m. 
flight to Washington and the next day (April 5, 1968) he 
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on 
the life of a “Negro lieutenant" in J&ioxville rather than 
Meaphis. (R^rt of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, 
supra .) 

Philip R. Manuel neither has a present recollection 
of providing the information regarding the threat to the MPD, 
nor does he have a manorandizn of the event. However, he 
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oonflxsed that be vas in Mecphls and visited the MPD at 
the time stated and that his office did have a Mississippi 
source. Mareo v er, he said ^e events sounded familar and 
ha believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of 
Philip R. Pbnuel, September 28, 1976, >pp. B.) 

Although Redditt was relieved fran duty at Fire 
Station No. 2, Richnond remained there and continued to 
observe who entered and left the motel. At approximately 
6:00p.m. Richaond saw Dr. King leave his roan and walk 
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles 
was standing off to Dr. King's ri^t. An instant later 
Richoond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw 
Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand 
to his head. At approximately 6:01p.m. Richmond telephoned 
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot. 

He was Instructed to remain at the fire station. Ridnond 
then yelled to men£>er5 of a MPD tactical squad (vddch had 
stopped at the station a few mcments earlier) that he 
believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front 
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main 
Street, but did not see anyone running or walking, except 
the men in the tactical squad left the fire station 
running in different directions. Shortly thereafter. 
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Captain J.G. Bay arrived at the fire station and instructed 
RLchnand to go to headquarters and make a detailed report 
of %d)at he had seen. (IntervisM of Patrolman V.B. Richnund, 
April 9, 1968, supra .) 

d. Details of TVjd Black Firemen from Fire Station 
lb. 2 *1 As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E. 
Newsun vere the only black firenen assigned to Fire Station 
No. 2 of the Maiphis Fire Department (MFD) . Wallace was 
working ^e ni^t shift on ^)ril 3rd and Newsun was scheduled 
to report for day shift on ^ril 4th. Both of tiiese 
individuals actively supported the sanitation workers strike, 
attending their rallies and making financial contributions. 

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976 
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night 
of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had cane in 
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33. 

He was imned lately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining 
and he was preparing to go to bed. Wallace further stated 
that vMle Fire Station No. 33 was mderstaffed as a \^le, 
there was no shortage of personnel for tiie punp truck on \diidi 
he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed. 


*/ The details of the blade firanen from Fire Station No. 2 Is 
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Cocmlttee 
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Also, on die ni^t of April 3rd Firgnarr Newsun, in 
a vholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason 
Taiple \diere Dr. King made his last speech. When he returned 
home (about X0:3Qp.m.) there vas a message for him to call 
Lc. J. Smith at the fire department. When he called, 

Lc. J. Sbiith ordered him to report to Fire Station No. 31 
on the Tcoming of April 4th rather than Fire Station No. 2. 
Newsua claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at 
the time and his detail made his corpany short. Msreover, 
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation 
he was detailed. Hov^ver, he did say that Lt. Barnett 
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of the 
police. (Interview of Floyd £. Newsm, July 8, 1976, 

App. B.) 

Interviews of past and present members of the MFD have 
failed to disclose the individual \dio initiated the order or 
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsvxn. According to 
former Lt. Jack Skoith, he received a telephone call between 
3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain 
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto 
in the personnel department specifically requesting that 
Newsun be detailed. No reason was given for the detail. 
Stoith said he Imnediately called Newsm. but Newsun was not 
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home. Therefore, Smith, left a message for ttevsun to call 
tt» fire station. Newson called about 10:30p.m. and Stadth 
advised him of the detail (Interview of Jack Skoith, dated 
September 27, 1976). 

Wallace's coomanding officer, then Captain R.T. 

Johnson, likewise stated that received a telephone 

call frcm someone in the personnel department requesting 

him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present 

recollection of tiho the individual was that made the 

request. (Interview of R.T. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Memphis 

Fire Department, December 21, 1976, B.) 

Neither Captain Salty nor former Assistant Chief 

Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of 

Wallace or Nejsum. Captain Baity indicated that any 

district Cmef could have ordered the men moved (^texview 

of James T. Baity, September 27, 1976, ^p. B). Also, 

former Assistant Chief Kivalto said the fire department 

shifted people arooid all the time vhen a ccepany became 

under strength because of sidoiess, etc. (Interview of 

0 

Arthur J. Rivalto, Septariber 27, 1976, App. B). 

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edweord A. 
Hamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated 
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to 
bring a ccepany up to strength (Interview of Edward A. 
Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B). 
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The MFD Scrench Keport-Firefi^cing Personnel for 
Shift "A'\ Battalions One and Eight, dated ^>rll 3, 1968 
(attached to Keintervlew of Jases R. Boatwrl^t, October 20. 
1976, App. B) show that Wallace's Goo^ai^ No. 2 at Fire 
Station Mo. 2 was operating at mininam strength (five men) 
after he was detailed; whereas Ccopany Mo. 33 to vMch he 
was detailed operated at one over the mininun strergth 
(four men) after ^e detail. LUcewise. the Strength Report 
for Shift "B" for Battalions One and Ttoo, dated ^ril 4, 

1968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20, 
1976) show that Mewsiza's Ccuipany No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2 
was op>erating at minimin strength (five men) after die detail, 
but Coopany 31 to \diich he was detailed operated at one over 
the mininun strength (four men) after the detail. 

However, former Deputy Chief James 0. Barnett stated 
that the people on die security detail operating out of 
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and 
Mewsun around (Interview of James 0. Barnett, September 27, 
1976.) On the other hand. Assistant Qiief James R. Boatwri^t 
explained that they were having a very tense situation at 
the time; that a nunber of threatening calls had been 
received at Fire Station Mo. 2; and that the consensus of 
opinion was diat Wallace and Mewsun were detailed for their 
own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned 
to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23, 
1976). 
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this connection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richiond 
and former Detective Edward E. Bedditt. xdio conducted the 
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates fecm the fire 
station, were recontacted and specifically asked whether 
they had requested that Wallace and Newsxxn be detailed. 

Both Richtnond and Bedditt denied that they made sudi a 
request or had knowledge of any one else in the police 
department making such a request (Beintervlews of Fichsond 
and Bedditt, Septasber 28, 1976, ^p. B). 

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence 
^lat the detail of Wallace and Newsun was in any way 
connected with die assas 'ihation of Dr. King. However, 
the ciroinstances surroiriding the details strongly suggest 
that both men were detailed because they supported the 
sanitation workers and were considered to be a threat to 
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from 
the fire station by Patrolman Bichmond and Detective Bedditt. 

e. MPD Tactical IJhlts- *Thelr Deployment and 
Activities on the Evening of April A, 1968 . When the sanitation 
workers of Nenphis began tiieir strike in February of 1968, the 
MPD either organized or beefed various tactical mits. 
Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement 
officers frcm the MPD and the Shelby Ooun^ Sheriff's Department. 
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these unics were organized for Che purpose of cvoiding riots 
i4iich other cities, such as Detroit, had e>q>erlenced (Interview 
of Frank Hollonan, former Director of Fire and Folice for the 
City of Menphis, S^tanber 15. 1976, App. B). Documents 
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from liPD 
Miscellaneous Becords) show that on the evening of April 4, 
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical 
units in service at various locations as follows: 


Tact Ihic Ifo. 

Street Locations 

6 

Thomas and Nbrth Partway 

8 

Jackson and Watkins 

99 

Chelsea and Watkins 

10 

^&in and Butler 

U 

Georgia and Orleans 

12 

Ttlgg and Latham 

U 

Bellevue and Effie 

17 

Dhlon and Bellevue 

18 

Fourth and Gayos> 

In addition to the tactical units, the docinents 

obtained from the State's Attorney General show that there 
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in 
the general area of the lorraine Motel. These cars were 
at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot: 
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Car tto. 

Street Locaticns 

224 

Main and Beale 

228 

Third and Poplar 

232 

Fourth and Butler 

230 

Uhion and Fbront 

236 

Third and Belz 

245 

Second and Gayoso 

247 

Cmqp and Barton 

365 

lanmr and Bellevue 

367 

Poplar and Cleveland 

369 

Linden and East 


The map (Fart of Itsn 9 fron MPD Miscellaneous 
Records, see App. A. Ek. 1) shows that Tact Uhits 10 and 18 
were within a radius of one mile of the crime scene (200 
blodc of Mudberry Street) at the time of tiie shooting; and 
Tact Uhits 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles 
of the scene. Tact Ihits 7,14,15 and 16 were located outside 
die boundaries of the map and are not shown. Cars number 
224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of 
die scene and cars miiber 228 and 369 were within a radius 
of two miles. However, cars nmibei 236,365 and 367 were 
outside the boundaries of the m^. 

Particular ecphasis is given to Tact Uhit 10 and 
the activities of its moi, as this unit was located at 
Fire Station No. 2 (S. I'kin and Butler) at the tizne of the 
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shooting. On the afternoon of ^ril 4. 1968, ^ct Uhit 10, 
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fixe Station 
No. 2 for a rest break at approximtely 5:$0p.m. The unit 
was cannanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghorml^ of the Shelby County 
Sheriff's Department. The other osnbers of the unit included 
Defwties W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollahite, R.N. Baker 
and Ronald Malay of tiie sheriff's departm&it; and Patrolmen 
Carroll Dunn, William Gross, Jason Harris, Bam^ Wri^t, 

Bnnett Douglass and Tbrrance Landers of the MFD. 

biterviews of the above naned men indicate that \d)en 
the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars viere parked 
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead 
car actually obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was 
parked directly behind the lead car and die third car was 
double parked alongside these two cars. (MFD Statements, 

State V. James Earl Ray , DuFour p.l449; Berry p.l430; 

Oiorml^ pp.l451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.l455 and 1505; 

Dunn p.lA57; Gross p.l460; Harris p.l463; Wright p.l466; 

Baker p.l468; Douglass p.l469; Landers p.l471 and Haley 
p. 14.80.) 

While Patrolman Douglass remained with the lead car 
to monitor the radio, all of the other laen went into the fire 
station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed 
Dr. King (at approximately 6:01p.m.), these men were at various 
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locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone 
calls, etc. Patrolman Bichnond, who ves manning the surveillance 
post in the rear of the station, yelled tiiroughout the station 
that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact unit, 
some of t^iom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side 
of ^e fire station and then east touard the rear of the fire 
station and the Lorraine Motel. (See diagram of crime scene, 

App. A. Ex. 2). 

Patrolman Douglass, \Aio had remained in the lead car 
to monitor t2ie radio, heard the shot v^ien it vas fired. He 
imnediately got out of the car and ran toward the rear of the 
fire station vith the ether men. After Patrolman Dcxiglass 
realized \d)at had h£^c:'.ed, he returned to the lead car, along 
with Patrolman Wright, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King 
had been shot. Douglass az^ Wright then drove the lead car 
south on S. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Mjiberry 
and north on Mulberry to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel. 
Douglass and lAri^t later drove the car, acooo;>anied by one 
or two other iznidentified officers, north on Milberry to 
Holing, west on Huling to S. Main and south on S. Main to the 
front of the buildings located just north of the fire station. */ 


*/ There are conflicts in the statanents of Douglass, Wright 

Ghotmley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified 
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove 
to the Lorraine Motel. According to Wight's version, he and 
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or tvxo 
other zsiidentified officers at the Lorraine Motel. On the other 
hand, Ghonnley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the 
rear of the fire station and ran to &ont of the station and 
then north on S. Main Street. 
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The other men in the tact unit continued to the rear 
of the fire station to a concrete retaining wall abutting 
Mulberry Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, landers, 
Haley and Dunn climbed doMi the concrete wall and ran across 
Kilberry Street to the Lorraine Motel. DuFour and Morris ran 
up the stairs to the balcony ^here Dr. King's bo<fy lay. 

The people there said the shot had ccme from a red brick 
building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. VThile 
DuFour remained vith Dr. King's body until the snbulance came, 
Morris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Huling to 
the north side of the buildings faciz>g S. Main Street. Another 
officer (probably Malay or Dunn) was alreacfy at that point, 
and Morris stopped there to assist him in securing that area. 

B a k er ran to the Motel balcony \diere DuFour was standing 
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Mjlbezry St. and 
ran north for a distance to an all^. Baker ran into ^le 
alley looking for anything suspicious. Re noticed that 
other members of the tact xjnit were securing a building 
(probably the building with its nordi end on Huling) . 

Therefore, Baker went to the comer of Mjlberry and E. Butler 
and took up a position there. 

After landers learned the direction the shot came 
from, he found a 55-gallon dnin and climbed back the 
concrete retaining wall on Mjlberry St. into the lot on 
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vhidi the buUdlDg the shot \«as fired is located. Landers 

observed that the bathroon vizvbvr was partially opened and 
he saw an elderly \Mte male cone up to the window and look out • 
He ordered him to get back frcni the window. Tenders also saw 
an elderly \hite fectale looking out a window directly south 
of the bathroom window. He ordered her to get away from the 
window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for 
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After 
other officers arrived, Landers and another MFD officer 
climbed onto the roof of a one story building vhich backs 
up to Mulberry St. Ihls building runs along ^ north side 
of the building \hence the shot was fired. Finding nothing 
on the roof, they came d;wr. and started up an alley leading 
to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley th^ found tuo 
fresh footprints In the mud. Landers guarded these footprints 
mtll homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently, 
a plaster case was made of each footprint . However, the 
footprints were never positively Identified by either the 
MFD or the FBI. 

Upon learning ^^)ere the shot was fired from, Dollahite 
and Mal^ ran out of die motel courtyard, turned north on 
Hilberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S. I^in. Maley 
stopped in the center of the blodc and began guarding the 
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north end of the building. However, Dollehlte oontiiued running 
(with gun drawn) to S. Main and turned south on S. Main. 
Dollahlte noticed a runber of patrons in Jin's Grill at 41B 
S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain 
seated and not to leave. Xtollahlte then stopped momentarily 
at Canlpe's Atusosent Ocxipary located at 424 S. Main where 
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially 
covering a blue suitcase and a box containing s rifle. As he 
continued down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in 
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghormley and another 
officer coming north on S. Main. Dollahite turned around 
at that point and walked back to Canipe's store ahead of 
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed tiie street for the purpose of 
securing ^e front of the building. After he took up his 
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car. 

Ocher officers \ibo did not cUnb down Che retaining 
wall at the rear of the fire station and run to the notel 
are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After running to Che 
retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the 
building on S. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station 
entrance, Jucrped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to 
the first intersection at Haling vdiere be stopped the car 
in the street and secured that area. 
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Ghozmley and Gross also returned to the front of 
the fire station after first running to the retaining well. 

They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Ruling. ! 
Ghormley stopped at Canlpe's /tausonent Co. v4iere he observed 
\^t appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blue 
suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the 
barrel of a rifle exposed. 

The apparent dis errancies in the statenents of 
Ghoxsiley and Dollahite can be accounted for only by the 
mass confusion \fii^ nust have occurred imoediately after 
the shooting. Hes^ver. it appears that Dollahite first 
observed the bundle v^.le running south cn S. Main with 
his gun drawn. But, ht continued past Canipe's Aiusemoit 
Ccepany and after he saw Ghoxmley and the other officer 
coming north he turned around and took vp a position cn the 
opposite side of the strWt from Canipe*s. 

Guy H. Canipe, the cxner of Canlpe's Anusement Go., 
informed Ghozml^ that a vMte male had just dropped the 
bundle in front of his door a minute or two earlier and had 
run south on S. Main. Ghotml^ radioed this information to 
headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there- 
after, Canipe told Ghoimley that a viiite Mjstang autaoobile 
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the bundle was 
dropped. Ghonoley also radioed this information to headquarters. 



According to the transcript of the MFD radio t^es 
(MFD James Earl Bay Supplements, Attorney General's copy. 
Supplement 79, p.l714) Tact Ihit 10 advised the dispatcher 
that Dr. King had been shot at the lorraine Motel at 6:03p.m. 
By 6:06p.m., the dispatcher had ordered a circle foxmed 
around the lorraine Motel and the buildings vest of the 
motel on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and od\er Tact 
Uiits had begun to arrive on ^e scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact 
Uiit 10 advised ^e dispatcher that the weapon was in front 
of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main. . 

At 6:0Sp.m. the subject was described as a well-dressed, young, 
white male. At 6:10p.m. ^e dispatcher relayed information 
from Tact Ihit 10. that the subject had left the area in a 
late model white Histang. 

Ihe men in the Tact Ihits and patrol cars kept the 
area sealed off, directed traffic, and chedced out suspicious 
individuals \diile detectives frcm the Homicide Squad investi- 
gated the scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MFD 
Homicide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at ^proximately 
6:15p.m. , and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custo<fy of the bundle 
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Anusement. 

Zachary turned ^ bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair 
of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. Ihe 
tee shirt and shorts were also turned over to the I3I after 
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Literview 
of fonner Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, Septanber 15, 1976, 
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B. The FBI Investigation Of Ihe Assassination 

1. pie Deparnnent of Justice Response and* FBI 
Perfoiaance 

a. The Murder , At cpproxiinately 6:00 p.m. on 
April U, 1968, Dr. Martin luther King, Jr. , was standing 
on the balcony outside of his roan at the Lorraine Motel 
In Menphis, Tennessee. Moments later. Dr. King was shot 
by a hi^ power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's 
Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The 
cause of death was a bullet wound \hidi tore die major 
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the 
root of the neck (Manphis A4>1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see 
autopsy report, A Ex. 3). 

b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered . The Mecphis 
Police Deparosent was ismediately aware of the King assault 
and proQptly notified the FBI Mecphis Field Office headed by 
SAC Kobert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonlcally relayed the 
information to Washington vhere Director HocTver and Attorney 
General Clark were inforned. The Meiphis Field Office was 
directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to iumediately conduct 
a full investigation of the matter as a possible violation 

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil ri^ts conspiracy statute (HQ 44- 
38861-109). 
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Hiis directive soon became national in scope with 
sac's in all Field Offices being ordered by teletype 
on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority 
investigation under their personal supervision. Ihls meant 
all leads were to be afforded laxuediate, thorou^ and 
imaginative attention and all possibilities froo such leads 
ediausted. Also, 24 hours was set as die period after receipt 
of a lead within ^ich the Investigacion and reporting must 
be ocupleted. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility 
for any failure to handle the Investigation (HQ 44-38861-153) . 

c. Progress of the Investigation . The breadth of 
this top priority investigation is repeatedly evidenced in 
die Murkln files. Ail informant sources - racial, security 
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for 
information. Ihe KIGC and other hate groups as well as 
individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked. 

Ihe files were checked for prior threats against Martin Ludier 
King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Kane checks were continuously 
being on Selective Service records, city and telephcne 
directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions, 
financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil 
records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, \jnions, 
cxiujjou carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233). 

(1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House . Key information 
was developed early at Bessie Brew's Booming House vhence 
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens 
end William C. Andutz were interviev«d and a physical 
description of a suspect was obtained. 

Bessie Brewer, resident manager of the rocming house, 
explained that a "Jdm Willard'* registered with her April 4, 
between 3:CX) p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to 
Boom 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrlg' 
erator. Instead, he asked for a sleeping roan mly and 
accepted Boom 5-B in the rear of die hostelry. Ihis room 
provided a window with a view of Dr. King's room at the 
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as 
a white male apprcodinately 35 years of age, 5*11" to 6' tall, 
wei^iing 180 pounds widi a median build and presenting a neat 
clean appearance (Menphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15) . 

Stephens, >ho was in his room on the afternoon of 
April 4, remembers hearing footsteps between Boon 5-B 
and the bathroom. He also renaibers the bathroom being 
occupied for considerd>le periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes 
without water running or die toilet being flushed exc^t for 
the last visit. Ihis last visit ended \dien he heard \diat 
he is certain was a gun diot. Interrupted by the shot, 
Stephens opened his door to die hallw^ to see a man running 
down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this 
man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens 
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recalls bellevixig that he had seen this person earlier 
tiiat afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. Stephens described him 
as a \Ailte male of average build, in his 30 's, 5*10'* to 11" 
tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit presenting 
a neat clean ippearsice (Menphls 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) . 

Like St^hens, Andiutz was a resident of the rccoang 
house and in his roan at the time of the shooting. Also 
like Stephens. Anduitz occupied a roos adjacent to "John 
Willard.** He recalls watdiing television in his roan that 
afternoon \dien he heard a gm shot. Immediately, he went 
to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him. 
This man covered his face as he ran and carried a blanket 
wrapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "X 
thou^t I heard a shot." The man responded: "Yeh, it was a 
shot.** Andiutz described tiie man as 6* tall with a slim 
build and In his 30* s (Masphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). 

(2) Canipe Anusement Conpany . Ihe Canipe Anjsement 
Company Is located at 424 South Main Street and is Just a 
short distance from Bessie Brewer’s Roccolng House at 422% 
South Main Street, hi the recessed entrance to Canipe Cocpany 
a blanket wrapped bundle (presuaably the bundle Stephens 
and Anchutz saw) containing valuable pieces of physical 
evidence was recovered shortly after ^ shooting. 
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The store owner, Ouy V. Canlpe, and two custcnsrs, 
BemelX and Julius L. Grahan, \9ere in the store at the 

tine of the assassination. Each was Interviewed by the 
FBI and described hearing a "thud" vhidi drew their attention, 
and as they looked to see vhat had happened, tiiey observed 
the blanket wrapped bundle in ^ entrance. At the sane 
tine, they saw a nan dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly 
south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A few mcments 
later, they said, a white cocpact automobile - possibly a 
Hjstang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high 
rate of speed. The male was described as \hite, approxanately 
30 years of age with a mediun build, 5*10" to 6* tall and 
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. Qfaiphis A4>1987 Sub A sec 1). 

The bundle, after being discovered at Canlpe 's docTiw^ 
by a masber of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad, 
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the 
Meophis Police Department *s Hanlcd.de Bureau. later in the 
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. , 
Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen tho 
lnmediately had it flown by agent courier to Washingtcjn for 
laboratory examination (Menphis 44-1987-610). The bundle 
contained a Model 760 Renington Gamanaster rifle, 30-06 
^zingfleld caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained 
various toilet articles along with a pair of men's underwear 



wlA laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cans of 
beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York 
Anas Ccapary, Meophis, Tennessee, vlth a York Arms Caspar^ 
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Meophls 44^1987 
Scb A sec 1). 

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked . Ihe 
Investigation continued wltdi eophasls on tracing all physical 
evidence and information received. To this end a search 
of all Mesphls area hotels and motels was initiated for 
the source of the blanket and bar of so^ found in ^ blue 
zipper bag. Also, registrations at area inns were exacdned 
for the uhlaxMn suspect xdio fled the rooaing house and vho 
might be driving a white occpact automobile. At the same 
time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry 
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139) . 

The rifle and scope were quickly traced to the Aero 
Marine Sipply Cccpary in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle 
was sold to a *)Iarvey Louayer" March 30, 1968. The scope, 
along vlth a second rifle* was purchased March 29, 1968, 
but "Lc^oyer*' exchanged this rifle ^e follcMing d^ for 
the one recovered at the Canlpe Anusement Cocpany. Accord- 
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, 'lowyer*' e3q>lained diat 
he talked with his brother and was advised a more powerful 
rifle was necessary for deer hixiting in WLsconsln. However, 
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a laboracoxy examination of this returned rifle revealed 
tivat it was clogged with cosisollxie (a hearvy grease firearm 
preservative) and could not be loaded and readied to fire 
(HQ 44-38861>‘432) . The salesman also provided a physical 
description of 'loumyer'' vdiich matched those previously 
obtained (HQ 44-38861-180) . 

The paper bag and the sales receipt frcxa York Arms 
Ccapary led agents to the Mecphis £ore where the binoculars 
were purhased. The York Arms salesman eoq>lalned that he 
sold the pair of binoculars at approxiimtely 4:X p.m. 

^nril 4, 1968, to a %hite male matching the descriptions 
previously obtained (hfenphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) . By 
checking the manufacturer's can codes and distribution records, 
the two beer cans were traced to Scuthhaven Kimow Shop, 
Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360). 

Ihe center of the investigation shifted from Memphis 
to Birmingham on April 9, ihen the search of Memphis inns 
focused on he Rhel MDtel and the April 3 registration 
record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was alreacfy kncMn that 
the rifle and scope were purchased In Birmingham and the 
Galt registration also pointed to Bixmlngh^ 'Kie registra- 
tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for he 
night of April 3 cxily, listed a Birmingham address and drove a 
Mustang wlh Alabama license plates , (HQ 44-38861-1180) . 
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The posslbilll7 of a link between Eric Scarvo 
Galt and die unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the 
Birmingham and Mbblle offices. In their pursuit th^ 
learned that on August 29. 1967, Galt purdiased a 1966 
\Ailte Mustang autoabblle. The Bureau agents also learned 
that the State of Alabama Issued a motor vdiicle operator's 
license in October 1967 to Eric Starve Galt, 2608 Ki^iXand 


-Zp rufiiiKTiin* 


laic ^&ijr9a.uax 


obtained from this license matched diose previcxisly received: 


^hlte male, bom July 20, 1931, 5*11" tall, 173 pounds with 


blue eyes and brown h^lr (HQ 4A>38861-1180) . 

When the ixivestlgatlcn moved to Galt's Birmin^iam 
address It was learned that Galt lived there in late August 
vntil early October 1967. Because of the length of this 
contact, emphasis was placed on developing information on 
Galt's background. Significantly, it was learned that during 
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Interest in dancing and attended danedmg school there 
(HQ AV38861-607). 


(4) Los Angeles . Soon after the Birmin^^ ccrmection 
was uioovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the invest!- 
gation. The significance of Los Angeles became apparent 
April 11, with the loicwledge of four facts. 

Ghe, «hen on April 11, 1968. the Bureau Icxrated G^t's 
^andoned Histang in Atlanta a search of it indicated that 
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Galt had had It serviced twice in the Los Angelas area 
01Q 44-38861-989). 

TWO, also Incident to the search of the Histang a 
fragnait of cardboard tom from a Kleenex box vas found. 

On it were the names and Los Angeles addresses of Anita 
Katzwiiikel and Ginger Kance (HQ 44-38861-989). 

Three, laundry markings frcm the recovered underwear 
were tracked to Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885) . The follCTdng 
day agents learned ^t the name Eric Starve Galt appeared 
in the laundry's records. 

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered fron the blue 
zipper bag were traced to the Rotpage Hardware Store \hich 
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry 
aeaning (HQ 44-38861-1174) . 

Since it was known that idiile in Birmingham Galt 
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the 
Los Angeles area were diecked. Galt's name appeared in 
the records of the National Dance Studio, Los Angeles. 
(44-38861-1293). 

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be 
most important because it was tiirough an interview with the 
AflnrA studio owncT that a photograph of Eric Starve Galt was 
finally obtained. The owner keyed tiie agents to an interest 
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Galt had expressed in atteiding a bartending school 
OIQ A4- 38861*1066) . Checking the area, the Inteznatlonal 
School of Bartending was located and It provided Galt's 
graduation photograph. For the first time, agents ■v&ce 
able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be 
sure of waximxa dissemination, the photo was circulated accng 
the nojs media (HQ 44*38861*967). 

l*ftille in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano 
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons 
contacted at these locations called him a "loner” and 
described him as a perscm vte kept to himself . A departure 
froa this characterization, however, was reported by Charles 
Stein \iho, at no expense to himself, rode with Galt in the 
Mustang fixm Ins Angeles to New Orleans and return. 

Stein e^lalned that he and his sister Rita Stein met 
Galt through their cousin Marie Martin who was working as a 
bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in ^le St. Francis Hotel. 
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was planning to drive 
to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give 
her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children. 

He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita vho went along 
with Galt (HQ 44.38861*1117). 

Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the 
investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans 
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was scoured for clues and although Galt's hotel and room 
were located the effort was fruitless Qf) 44-38861-1197) . 

Stein also stated Galt made several telephone calls from 
pay telephones along the way but an esdiaustive search of 
countless telephone records, nucbers and subscribers 
produced nothing (c.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein 
explained that Galt ccndltioned the ride to Vea Orleans 
on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining 
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined 
but again the eisuing investigation of this lead learned 
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). 

(5) Atlanta . On ^ril 11, 1968, a citizen call came 
throu^ to tile Atlanta Police Dq^artmmt reporting tiie missing 
\^te Mustang. According to this caller and another person, 
both interviesved ty the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked 
shortly before 9:00 a.m. ^nril 5, 1968, by a lone man matching 
Galt's description. Ihe discovery of Galt's Mistang Imnediately 
caused agents to seek out ary additional contacts by Galt in 
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989). 

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooming houses 
all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him. 
Success was found at Jiscoie Dalton (Gardner's Rooming House 
idiere Galt registered l^ch 24, 1968. Althou^ Galt was 
ncxdiere to be found, he had left evidence btiiind. Found 


- 57 - 



in his room were a booklet, 'Your Oppcrtmities in Lock* 
smithing" and a collectlan of maps. One of these maps 
was of the city of Atlanta with the residence of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. , and the headquarters of SCLC circled 
(HQ 44-38861-967). 

Ocher evidence of (kit's presence in Atlanta vaas 
received from the Piednont Laundry \here records showed 
he picked up Uundiy April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-3627). 

(6) (Salt Identified as James Earl Ray. Ihcwlng tiiat 
Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con- 
ceivable modes of transportation in, around and exit of 
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). However, Galt's 
trail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled 
fcon Atlanta. 

The Bureau bec:acne worried because with each passing 
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and 
better. Therefore, ^le investigative eophasis shifted from 
following (Salt's trail to Identifying (Salt. In an effort 
to accomplish dils die Bureau initiated a corparative search 
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's 
(one fingerprint was recovered from the rifle; a second from 
the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found 
In (Salt's room) against fingerprints of vhite male fugitives. 
To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative. 
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Hcjuever, the speculation paid off ^en on April 19, 1968, 
James Earl Bay’s singai^rint card ccqpared Identically 
0*1 4A-38861-1575) . 


fvxun CISC upuavjuvujr uw»u co. i^ucu. vw 


Earl Bay, die Investigation vas redirected to a search 


of Bay's tAi^e^outs since die time of his April 23, 1967, 
escape fran Missouri State Prison. Through the months of 
April and Msy the Bay-Gait steps ware traced. Eventually, 
the Bureau was able to account for Bay’s thereabouts almost 
continuously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trail 
remained cold beyond Atlanta on ^ril 5, 1968 0*1 A4-38861- 
3509; and see Chronology lnfra> . 

In connection with their seardi. Bay's family was 
identl^ed, located, physically surveiUed and periodically 
Interviewed for information (E.G., 4fi>-38861-3987) . Also, 


prison inmates arxJ associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861- 



But, no clxies developed. Bay’s family said th^ knew nothing; 


they had not heard f rom ncr be@i in contact wldi James and did 


not loiow of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27) . Prison 
iinates and associates told tales of bounties offered for 
the death of Or. King but eathaustive iirvestlgations could not 
substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767). 

Ftustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the 
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Attorney General dated May 13# 1968 in which he e3q>lains 
that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new 
developnents beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore# the 
Director requested authorization for telq^^one and micro- 
phone surveillance on Bay family nenhers. Uie request# 
however# was never acted i^on (HQ 44-38861-3509) . 

(7) Passport Search . From an interview with a former 
cellmate of Bay's at Missouri State Prison it was learned 
that Bay appreciated the ease with vdiich a person living 
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44-38861-3889) . 

it is not clear that the cellmate's ccnments pre- 
cipitated a search of Canadian passports issued since Ray's 
J^ril 23# 1967 escape# it is known that ^ the request of 
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted ky the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search v;as also 
ocxiducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445) . 

Though the search went throuc^ a staggering niznber 
of educations and was based on the ocrparison of Ray's 
photograph to those suhnitted with the application# it proved 
to be the necessary break in picking ip Ray's trail. At 
9:30 p.m. June 1# 1968, The Legal attache# Ottawa# 

Canada# cedled the Bureau to advise that after reviewing 
some 175,000 applications the PQIP located a passport issvied 
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April 24, X96S \sider the name Bamon George Si^d vhlch 
contained a |hoto£p:aph very definitely similar to Ray 
(HQ /»4-38861-4190). 

Ihe passport was filed by the Kenne<fy Travel 
Agency in Tbronto, Canada. Incident to tiieir investi* 
gation, the Royal Canadian Minted Police contacted the 
travel agency and obtained a hand printed note from Sn^d 
concerning his ^^lication. The note together with die 
passport photo and a latent palm print were forwarded to 
the Bureau for laboratory examination vhidi conclixied that 
Ray and Sneyd were die same person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263) . 

(8) Ray Apprehended . The Kennedy Travel Agency also 
provided information that &eyd purchased a round trip air 
tldcet from Toronto to London d^arting May 6 and returning 
May 21, 1968. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd 
turned in the return portion of the fare and received a 
May 7, 1968 tidcet to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher 
(HQ 44-38361-4319). 

Lnnlgration authorities in Lisbon were iamediately 
contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon 
May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861- 
4725). 

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At 
11:15 a.m. , June 6. 1968, Ray was apprdiended by officers of 



Scotland Yard he vas passing through British 
iiarrfgration offices in the London Airport. At the tixne 
he was planning a flight to Brussels, Belgim (HQ 44>38861* 
4616). 


2. Alleged Conspiracies 

Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were 
coanunicated to the Bureau. Fran the date of the assas-^ 
sination in April, 1968, even to this date, die FBI 
has been approached by numerous persons with stories 
which p ur p ort to identify a conspiracy to kill King. 

Ihese stories involved the widest range of perpetrators 
and participants as well as motives. To the esctent 
that tiiese leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in 
the rather difficult position of conducting an investi- 
gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence 
that had already been obtained. Uhen the leads were 
In fact bogus ones,’ the IBI was attatpting to prove a 
negative in each reported case. WiUi a controversial 
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy 
were miaerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility 
would necessarily be strained, given its past relatloo- 
^p with the civil rl^ts leader, unless each story was 
disproved. Yet the Bureau atteopted to cover each lead. 
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As previously seated, each SAC was held personally 
responsible for an esqjedlted and thorou^ review. 

Based on our review of ^ files, ^ task force 
is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorough 
Jcb in atteoQpting to identify ar^ possible oonspira^ 
or persons \ho could have been involved in the surder. 

^ each of the allegations received, die Bureau ismediately 
interviewed the person vho was the source of the allegation 
iihere this was possible (l.e. \here the source was not 
anonyoDus) . In situations there the caiplaint was not an 
obvious hoax the Bureau then attainted imnediately to 
idoitlfy the alleged participants and interview thea. 

Vhere there was not a satisfactory esqilanation to dispel 
the allegation concerning such matters as thereabouts or 
associations, the Bureau then vrould chedc furdier. This 
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to die 
ultimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated 
many of the decisions. 

Ihese judgments were also teepered by a critical 
factor. Within fifteen days after die mirder, die FBI 
was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same person, 
that this individual purdiased the rifle, rented the 
room across from die Lorraine Motel, and fired die shot 
that killed Dr. King. While there were many other pecTple 
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'uho were antagonistic toward Dr. King aivi many 
had apparently discussed killing him, ary successful 
oonspiracy would have to have Involved Ray based on tiie 
evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas* 
sinatim, the investigation has failed to reveal any 
connection between any alleged conspirator(s) and James 
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed, 
the overwhelming evidence indicates ti^t Ray was almost 
totally alone during the year after his escape from the 
Missouri State Prison. 

Ve have not addressed here the Bwsreau's handling of 
particular oonspiracy leads because of the large tiuiber of 
allegations Involved. Bureau files can be dwecked for each 
reported lead and the resulting Investigation on tiiat lead 
traced to its conclxislcn. 



C. The Story of Janes Earl Bay 


1. Quronology of Ray's Activities On and 
After AprU 23, 1967 ' 

On Sunday, the 23rd of ^ril 1967, after he had 

April 23, 1 

served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed 

robbery in ^e Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson 

City, James Earl Ray escaped. Uhen a truck appeared at 

the prison bakery \hsre Ray worked, a bread box vas 

carried onto the tnxdc to be delivered to a nearby prison 

farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box, 

and later fled from the prison trudc at a stc^ prior to its 

*/ 

reaching the Rent prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp. 24-27.) 

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City 

April 24-28 

(Huie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a 
trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket 
and food (Hole, p.27). For the next three nights he made 
his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas (ity 


*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from 
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension. 
The task force’s most credible view of his statements has 
been tised here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew 
tte Dreamer, H uie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York, 
1968 (hereinafter, Huie); All other citations herein are for 
serials In the Bureau's MURdN file, HQ 44-38361. The task 
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with 
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie. 



CO a city large enough so he would noc be noticed and 
cook a train Co Sc. Inuis. He then cook a taxicab to . 
East Sc. Louis, called a &iend ^ drove him to Eduards* 
ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28) . 

On 3rd, Kay aecured work for the next el^t 
we^ as a dishwasher and cook’s helper at the Indian 
Trail Restaurant in Vinnetka, Illinois, and resided at 
2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name John L. 
Kayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler automobile from 
a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448) . Cn 
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the 
test on June 12th (5394) . Ray moved froa his 
Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on Jme 17th 
vhere he paid one wedc's rent (5118). Kay was issued 
a driver's permit in the name of John L. Kayns for the 
State of Illinois on June 21st (5394). During the wee'ic 
of June 19th Kay left his job, and requested that his 
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lunt Street address, 
which it was (5118) . 

Thereafter, on July 14, Kay purchased a 1962 
Flymouth automobile from a comnercial dealer in East 
St. Louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed 
plates from the Qirysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie, 
p.39). leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded 


May 3 

June 5 

June 9 
June 12 

June 17 

June 21 

July 14 
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July 15 


to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and 
Windsor Qiiie, p.40). His prise objective vas 
allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (Idem p.41). 

As John L. Bayns, he registered for an overnight 
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorion, just west of 
Montreal (idem, p.43; 5437x). 

Next, Fay first used the alias Eric S. Galt July 19 

when he signed a six month lease for an apartment 
in the Harkay ^artments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in 
Montreal (2192; Hiie, p.43). Fay then allegedly 
held ^xp a food store stealing $1700 (Hole, p.47). 

The follcwing day he spent- $300 for new clothes at the 
Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair 
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie, 
p.48). He also ordered on July 21st a $75 tailor-tede 
suit at the Ehglish and Scotch Woolen Gcnpany (4692) . 

(A TDonth and a half lat^, by a letter frcci Birmingham 
dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring cajtpany was 
instructed Fay to send the finished ganoent to him 
at his then Birmingham address.) Three days later Fay July 24 
ordered three sex books fran Ritura Books, Inc., in 
Inglewood, California, (2192) , and on July 28th, he July 28 
enrolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing 
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters 
were paid by Canadian money orders. 
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Ray vacationed, beginning July 30th, at the 
Gray Rocks Inn on Lake CXoinnet in the Laurentian 




uw g^jr y wwailpOwu w^ui 


a respectable waman to vouch for him on a passport 
application. He was 'picked \:p" by a feraale Canadian 
Govemnent enployee and her girlfriend and spent the 
next few days with then before leaving on August 7th; 
Ihe two vioiien followed, stayed overnight with Ray in 
Montreal on August 7th, and then returned to their 
residmces In Ottaue (HuiOi pp. 51-53; 5402). On 
August 9th, he purchased by money' order a fomula for 
m^cine elass for a two-wav mirror <'2192'^. llTen. on 


August 19th, Ray visited the gpvemnent enployee in 
Ottawa, but did not ioportune her to assist him on his 
passport application (Huie, p.54). 

During the approximately two and one-half 
months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an 
underworld character named "Raoul". After negotiations. 


K\£xj BUAucu w ouuLiL/g. nuJLc ^ wiiac iJc cu{^<a^cu jlli 

operations with "Rao\il" and then proceeded to Birmingham 
to meet "Raoul" at ^e latter's direction. MeanvMle, 
he stayed at the Town and Country Motel, Ottawa, frcm 
August 18th to August 20th (5502) . Whatever may be 


July 30- 
Aug^t 5 


August 7 


August 9 

Angiisr 19 


"Raoul" 
contact 
dates July 18- 
Aug. 8 & through 
Aug. 18 


Aug. 18-20 



the truth of the story, Kay left ^bntreal, net his 

brother at tiorthbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth 

car to his brother Jerry Ityan, (5413) , proceeded 

fron Northbrooke or Chicago to Bimdngiham, stayed 

August 26th at the Granada Hotel. 2230 Fourth August 26 

Avenue as John L. Kayns (5400; Huie, p.61), and that 

same day also took a rocm in the name ^c S. Galt 

at the Econony Kocms, 2608 Highland Avenue (2324). August 28 

TVro days later Kay, as Galt, giving the Highland 

Avenue address, roited safety deposit box Ho. 5517 

at the Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank 

(2323; Huie, p.62). The access record on this 

box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from 

1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05 

to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and &cm 10:16a.m. 

to 10: 191a.m. on September 28 (2323). 

The purchase of a iMte 1966 Ford Mostang was August 29-30 
acconplished at tiie end of August by answering a 
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in 
cash to William 0. Paisley on the 30th (628) . All 
this diecks with the car purchase chronology Ray 
himself adnitted to author William Bradford Huie 
(Huie, pp. 61-63; Ray's self-serving attribution of 
"Raoul" as the one who directed him to buy the car 
and who supplied the cash is \mcorroborated) . 


- 69 - 



Bay as Eric Starve Galt, applied for and vas 
issued Alabama driver* s license No. 2848947 (4143). 

The signature matdies the ocher handwritings of the 
same name (4143) . At sotoe point during his stay in 
Birmingham, Bay purchased a . 38 revolver whi<di was 
found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Airport, 
london, fhgland (1422). 

Ch Septaiber 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly 
dance classes at the Goncinental Dance Club Studios 
(2324) . The Modem Photographic Book Publishing 
Co. Inc. , of New York City received a coupon order 
frem Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter 
by Bay as Galt written S^teciber 26, asking that the 
book not be sent as he was moving and would give the 
changed address later (4143) . The handwriting was 
identical with Bay's (4143). 

Bay purchased a bank draft &om the Exchange 
Seinirity Bank, 5 points' Soud\ Branch, Biimingham 
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and 
this accoDpanled an order (sn that cotpany for a Kodak 
Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20 
fexjt remote control cable; price $337.24 (1135). Then 
Bay typed a note to the film coiipany seven days 


SeptecDber 6 


S^tenber 12 


September 26 


September 28 
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later in v^ch he adoiowledged receipt of the items 
he had ordered but returned the movie camera as the . 
vrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on 
October 7. and vould send a ne» address to tddch 
the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143) . 

Cn September 30th, Ray paid only for his room (2118) . 

Ray, as Galt, vas Issued Alabana llcaise tags October 6 
Ito. 1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico 
on October 6 (Huie, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8 

Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto Insurance policy October 10 
(1904) . He reached Acapulco cn October 10th, proceeded October 15 
to Guadalajara on October 13th and left there on 


the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, 
arriving In Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496) . He 
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86 
on this date; his "Galt** signature and writings match 
his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter 


October 18 
October 19 

October 22 


to the film coopany to ask for a refund to the Puerto 
Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera 
which had been mailed meanwhile to his vacated 
Birmingham address (4143) . Again the written signature 
on this note matched the string of "Galt** signatures. 

(4143) . For sane reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November 6-13 
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a week in a core expensive roan in a hotel on the 
beadv.) <Huie, p.81), Ray switched hotels, going 
from the Rio to the Hotel ‘I^opicana (1219). He 
spent most of his tine in the period froa October 
19 to Novarher 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma 
Morales, \4iose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano 
(1219) , and possibly another fonale named Nina 
(Hole, p.8). 

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los 
Angeles v^ere he rented an apartment at 1535 North 
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of Novenber. (668; Huie, 
p.85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior 
Bulk Film Coopany, Chicago, to forward to his new 
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak 
movie camera; the signature on this letter matches 
the other "Galt" signatures. (4143). 

In this second wedc of his stay in Los Angeles, 
Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical 
psychologist. Dr. liaxk 0. Freeman, in hopes of 
overcoming his slyness, gaining social confidence, 
learning self ‘hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and 
remeiber things better. 


Noveifcer 14 
November 19 


November 27 

December 14 

November 27 

Ncvesber 30 

December 4, 
6, 11, & 14 
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Apparently, In a further self-lsf^rovaiient sc^, 
Bay enrolled In a course of dancing instructions ylth 
the owner of the National Dance Studio, 2026 Pacific 
Avenue, Long Beach, California (4143). On Decanber 
13th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his 
safe^ deposit box (2323) . He paid $1(X) on tiie 
dancing lesson contract on the 14th of December, left 
laundry at the Avalon Qeaners & Laundry, Lnc. , 

5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the following 
day- ticket No . 31053 and laundry mark **20R-3" made 
by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143) ; and also 
on December 15th Ray, as Galt still, began a round 
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin 
Avenue, Los Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray's ^Mte 
Hjstang to pick vp Stein's sister's two small children 
(4143) . Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the 
17th, the latter registering at the Provincial Hotel, 
1024 Chartes Street, Rxxn U6 (5399). The "Galt" 
registration card signature matched the string of 
such signatures in Ray's o<fyssey and he further 
recorded that he was driving a Hostang \«ith Alabama 
license No. 1-38993 and gave his address as 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143). 


Decenber 5 

Decsiiber 13 
December 14 

December 15 


Decaiiber 17 
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Bay checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout 
time on the 19th and, vith the two children and 
Charles Stein, made the return tri^^ to Los Angeles 
arriving by the 21st of Decenber vhen he took the 
first of the series of dancing lessons he had 
signed up for. The next day he picked up his 
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded 
next (4143). 

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated 
his interest in imoigrating to Africa, and more 
particularly to a vhite ruled area, 'by vriting a 
letter of inquiry to Mr. John Acord, Chairman, 
Anerican-Southem African Council, 800 Fourth St. , 

S.W. , Washington, D.C. : the signature of Galt 
matched up vn.th the other Galt writings. (4143). 

Ray said he visited Las Vegas on New Year’s 
Day. (Huie, p.96). Dance lessons are docuoented 
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325) . Galt 
bought Bank of America money order No. 0799 18037 
in the amount of $15 from die Hollywood Western 
Branch payable to the locksmithing Institute (2325) . 
The fBI lab made the usual writing match up on the 
signature (4143) . Meanwhile Ray showed regularly 
for dance lessons (2325) . On January 19th Ray signed 


Decenher 19 


Dececber 21 
Decenber 22 


Deceaber 25. 
26,276.28 


1968 

January 1,263 


January 8 


January 9,11,15, 
16613 
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up for a bartending course at the International School 
of Bartending 2125 Stxtset Boulevard (2325); his 
application sigpature fits his o^er Galt signatures 
(4143) . He left his lamdry at the Hame Service 
laxndry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard 
(2325, cites lamdry list No. 3065 in E. Galt's name 
with Thermo Seal sticker 02B>6 , the narking on the 
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front 
door of Canipe’s Acusenent Co. in Mecphis, April 4, 
1968). 

On January 21, 1968, Bay changed his lodgings 
to Boom 403 of dxe St. Ftancis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood 
Boxilevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th, 
29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Bay 
regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended 
bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought 
two Bank of America money orders on the 29th of January, 
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a 
female pen pal and the second to pay for a mall 
forwarding service (1500). Each transaction created 
a handwriting match as did a Bank of America money order 
No. 0799 17281 payable to the Lodcsmithing Institute, 
Little Falls , New Jersey (2325) . 


January 29 


January 31 
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Bay's 1966 Miafan g Ala>vin ia 1 < ran aa 

No. 1*38993 roistered in Alabama tsider tlie alias 
Galt VBS serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station, 
1306 North Nonoandic Avenue, Los Angeles with mileage 
at 34,185. Another \svdated servicing some 200 miles 
later occurred at Oort Fox Ford Co. , 4531 Hollywood 
Boulevard in Los Angeles (2325). 

Kay attempted to increase his social life by 
writing and sending his photograph to a voaan listed 
by 'The Local Swix^er" ^^ch listing was secured for 
$1.00; Bay in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143). The 

Bay's photograph secured. For reading material, 

Kay ordered books fron Rxtura Books paying by money 
order No. 0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The 


February 17 


F6b?u2ry 26 


signature match^ was made (4143) . On this saoe day 
Kay made a money order payment No. 0799 19701 to the 
Locksnithing Institute (2325). He sent another. 

No. 0799 19704, for the "Locksmith's Ledger" with 
matching signature (2325); he sent two money orders, 

Nos. 0799 19702 and 0799 19703. and a letter order to 
Tiffany enterprises, 8512 Vftdtworth Drive in los Angeles, 


• IMCIA A 








(1500) , with signatures matchable on two of the three 
documents (4143). 
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At intervals in his stay in Los Angeles, 
had plastic surgery done to change his e^ipearanoe 
(author Huie puts this treatraent as on Mardi 3, 7 and 
11, 1968, Huie, pp.l07*>8) ; he visited a psychologist*' 
hypnotist, Reverend Vbn Koss on January 4, 1968 
(Huie, p.l02) , and eQlegedly sane seven other 
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists. 

Axording to author Huie, he frequented a bar known 
as the Rabbit's fbot Club and on one night became 
involved in a racial argxxnent followed by a mugging in 
vhich he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket, 
car keys and driver's license (Huie, p. 96-98). According 
to author Huie citing R^ as his source, R^ telephoned 
Alabama and had a ch^licate license issued; this was 
forwarded fron his former Birmingham address to California 
and received there about March 10, 1968 (Buie, p.98). 

"Galt” was graduated fzaa the bartending school 
on the 2nd of Marcdi. His picture was taken with the 
school operator and Ray closed his ^es to make recogni- 
tion note difficult (4143; Buie, p.l04) . 

A postal money order No. 1,916, 211, 078 was sent 
to the Lodcstdthing Institute as a periodic p^ment on 
the oorzespondence course Ray was taking (1428) • The 
signature mat^\:p was made. (4143.) 
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March 2 


March 8 



Bay listed a change of address on }bxch 17 
vlth die St. fVancis Hotel, giving his forwsrdlng 
address as General Delivery, tfain Post Office 
Atlanta. Georgia (4143). Fresuo^ly he left 
los Angeles in his white Histang on diis date, 
proceeding to New Orleans where he left a box 
of clothing for Mkrie ^krtin's little daughter, 

Marian de Grassee, at Qiarles Stein's cousin 
Theresa Stone's resldeice, 4019 Royal Street (4143; 

Huie, p. 108). 

Fros New Orleans, Ray drove to Selsa, Alabama 
(5302) , (\diere Ray began to stalk Dr. King according 
to Hole's statement of Ray's' admission on this) and, 
after an oveml^t stay there, he \^t on to Montgomery, 
to Biimingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Huie, p. 
112 ). 

In Atlanta, Bay rented xocm Ito.2 in a rooming 
house at U3-14di Street, N.E. from the operator, 

Jizmy Delton Gamer (1033) . He stayed there vntU 
Iferch 28 on >hich day, \diile still in Atlanta, he 
purchased U.S. Postal woney order No. 5, 615, 057, 923 pay> 
able to die lodcsmithing Institute (1428). The Galt 
signature was a matchup (4143) . 


March 22 

terch 23 
March 24 

March 24 
March 28 
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Coqpany, 5701 Airport HighMay in Birmingham, Alabama', 

and lising the alias Harv^ loMoyer purchased a Bemington Marcdi 30 

.243 caliber rifle. Model 700 vi^ a 2x-7x Bedfield 

telescopic sight mounted on it (432) . Almost certainly 

because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was caked 

wldi a hardened preservative (coscxollne) and could not 

be loaded, Ray returned It the follcwlng day (not having 

fired it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like 

it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30-06 

caliber Remington. Ihe scope was transferred to the 

latter rifle. Throughout these transactions the package 

for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was 

large enou^ to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432). 

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jiniiy Del ton >^ch 31 

Gamer stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on 
an old envelope at Gamer's request so that Gamer could 
trax^sfer the name properly to his official records; the 
handprinting is a matchup with other Gait-Ray printing 
sanples (1033) . 
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UbIx^ the naae Zric Galr. left his laundry 
and dry cleaning at Piednont Laundry pickup 
stadon, 1168 Peaditxee, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). IWd 
later, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on ^irll 3 registered 
Into Rocm 34 at the Rebel Mstor Hotel, 3466 Lamar 
Avenue, Meophis, Tennessee (the distance between Atlanta 
and Memphis by the most convenient route is 398 miles) ; 
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Blnnin^mni as his address 
and he noted on the registration card that he was driving 
a Hostang with Alabama license No. 1-38993 (4143). HLs 
signature was a matdi to the other Identified Galt signa- 
tures (4143). On this same day, Kay purchased a safety 
razor and shaving supplies at the Kexall Drug Store In 
tlie Whitehaven suburb of Mecphis Qlenphis 44-1987 Sub A- 
Sec. 1; ttaie, p.l29). 

Kay left the Rebel Motel before tiie 1p.m. 
dieckout time on April 4di (4143) . At some point 
beti^en 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man 
generally answering Kay's description rented Koom 5-B 
at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the name of 
John WLllard (idem. 33) . Kay adaLts to having been in 
the room with "Kaoul" tdiom he first said rented the 
room using the "Willard" alias he. Bay. supplied (Aiie, 
p.U5). Lci another letter to Hole. Kay states he himself 


April 1 
^nril 3 


April 3 

April 4 
3-‘3 :30p.m. 


4:00p.m. 
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rented the room usix\g the alias Join Willard V- 

30) . Bay went out to York Asms Conf>any Store then 
located at 162 South Ihin Street and purchased a pair 
of Buslnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143); 

Ray was identified by the salesman at York Aims and 
Ray adoits to having been to the sports store and to 
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Huie, p. 

115). ^y 5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to 
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had takoi 
his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Hole, p.ll5); 
by necessary inference, because it was adaittedly 
brought down from there and dropped on the sidewalk, 
the 30-06 rifle had been taksn up to Room 5-B at this 
time or Just before Ray’s tr^ to the York Arms Go. 

Store (See Hule, p.ll4 and p.l31; 4143). 

As detailed in the discussion of the course of 
the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled 
from the can n on bathroom at the rear of the xocming 
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The 
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear 
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45 
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could 
have reached and undoubtedly did reach Bay's >hite 


6:03 :50p 
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Mustang after dropping Ray's bag. the rifle Bay bought 
and bearing only his fingerj^ints and the bedspread \diich 
Ray admits taking \jp to Boom 5-B (Staff reenactnent; 

Huie, p.ll5). According to a post>convictlcn stateosent by 
Ray to then Special Agent in Qiarge of Menphis Field 
Office. Robert Jensen, rooDer Charles Stephens had a 
good look at Ray in the rooising house (5622; Interview of 
Robert Jensen, July 7. 1976, App. B). 

On the street Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place 
of busixiess, Canipe Amjseaent Co. , at 424 South Main Street 
heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked up 
to see a \diite male vralk rapidly past his store going 
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and, 
wldi the two custoners in his store, went to the front 
door where they observed a small «dilte car, a Histai^ 6:04p.m. 
according to the two customers, pull auay going north 
(left to ri^t) from a curb side parking place just south 
of Canlpe's store (Mmphis 44-1987 Siib A-Sec.l; cf . 

Huie, p.131). 

According to Ray's adnission to author Buie, Ray ^ril 4, 

1968 

drove south into Mississippi and then turned east throu^ 

Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th April 5, 

1968 

(Huie, p.l32). He abandoned the vhlte Hostang. On the 
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table In the rtcc at the Atlanta rooting house , he left 
a letter about South Africa frcra the John Birch Society 
In California and a copy of the Free Press &on Ids 
Angeles to divert the fBI's attention to California 
tdiile he fled to Canada (Huie, p.l33). Ray picked rq> 
his laundry at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up station at 
1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the Sth of i^>ril (4697) . 
He then took a bus departing Atlanta Just after nooi on 
the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about 1:30a.m. on 
the 6th of April. After a one hour layover v4iich he 
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Bay 
continued by bus to Detroit uhere he arrived at about 
6a.m. (Huie, p.l35). He crossed by taxi into Canada 
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and 
proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at 
about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.l35). He rented a room at 
102 Osslngton Avenue vithout giving his name (5502; 

Huie, p.l35). 

On die 8th of April began die process of 
securing a Canadian passport. He picked tMo names, 

Paul Eduard Brldgpan aid REBnon George Sneyd, from the 
announcements of births in newspapers for the year 
1932 at the public library Otuie, p.l37). He made an 


April 5. 
1968 
betv^en 
9:00a.m. i 
10:00a.m. 


approx. 

1:00p.m. 


April 6, 
1968 
1:30a.m. 
2:30a .m. 

between 1 
and 11a. 


approx. 

5p.m. 

approx. 

6p.m. 

April 8, 
1968 


April 10, 
1968 
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application for a duplicats birth certificate in each of 
these names on April 10 and on the following day had 
a passport picture taken In the name of Bridg^)an and 
then to provide a separate mailing address for the 
eq>ected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at 
962 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 
(5502; Huie, p.lAl). On the same day he executed an 
application in tiie name Paul Bridgcan with his, Pay's 
102 Ossington Avenue address as the person to be 
notified In case of eoergency p.l43). The 

Kennedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing 
of the application for Bay (5502) . On the 19th Bay 
moved to the Durxfas Street address (5502) . 

The fingerprints of "Eric S. Galt" were found to 
be a match with those of James ..Earl Bay after a search 
of the print file on Rjgitlve Felons. 

According to author Rule he gleaned from Bay that 
Bay visited four bars on the 21st In order to watch the 
TV show "The FET' (Huie. p.l47). He found the show tuned 
In At the fourth place he tried and learned that he had 
made the Ten Most Wanted List with an international "look 
outf'as to Bay (Huie, p.l47). He checked out of the 
Ossington Avenue rocm on the 19th (Huie, p.l47). 


^rll 11, 
1968 


April 16. 
1968 


April 19, 
1968 


April 19, 
1968 
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On April 2^ the Camdian passport in the raiie of 
Rason George Sneya vas Issued to Kay (Huie. p.l48). Kay 
purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed 
on May 6, 1968 (Huie, p.l49). Fran London Kay took a 
plane to Lisbon v^ere he spent 10 days looking for a 
passage to Angola (Huie, p.l50). When he was unable 
to do so he returned to London after first gettii^g his 
passport replaced at die Canadian Bnbassy in Lisbon to 
correct the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sne^a) 
(5502; Huie, p.l50). 

Kay returned to London and spent his time trying 
to find a way to join a mercenary force (!ijdLe, p.l50). 

Tb this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels and vas 
in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport 
\dien he was ^sprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from 
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Huie, p. 150-151). The arrest 
was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and 
carrying a coicealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber 
Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow 
(4346,4368; Huie, p.l51). 

This chronology has been compiled firaii data in FBI 
rqiorts and Kay's letters to author William Bradford Huie. 
It was hoped by the task force that we would have an 


Anril IL, 
i960 

May 6. 
1968 


May 16, 
1968 


May 17, 
1968 


June 8, 
1968 
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oppcrroiiry co go over the facts with Jstnes Earl Say 
himself. Accordingly, after the Ihlted States Si^eme 
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on 
Dececober 13, 1976. a verbal request vas made to lUy's 
Attorney, James H. Lesar, for an c^portunity to interview 
Bay. Lesar stated that he was writing Bay a letter that 
day and would advise him of our desire to intsvlew him 
and leave the matter tp to him (Literview of James H. 

Lesar, Decerber 14, 1976, ffip. B). Also, the task force 
sent Bay a letter on Decenber 15, 1976, via his attorney 
requesting an interview (See letter to Jsmes Earl Bay. 

Deceober 15, 1976, App. A, Ex. 14). While no answer to 
our letter was received. Bay sent the task force a copy of 
a letter addressed to his attorney. Bay attached a copy 
of a cooplaint he recently filed in a civil action and 
stated in letter to his attorn^ that: ‘1 agree with 
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that 
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their 
book writing collaborators, e.g.. Ceroid Frank, George 
Mciillllan, et al." (See letter to James H. Lesar, Decenber 20, 
1976, App. A, Bc.l5). 

Absent a statement to us frcm Bay, four existing Bay 
explanations were coDpared and are here briefly noted. 
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Fir sc, no one, ocher than his attorneys' caUced vith 
Ray before die plea bargainlx^g resulted in his conviction 
of the First Degree tnurder of Martin Lather King, Jr. , end 
sentencing in open court on March 10. 1969, before Judge 
W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County. 

Tennessee (See ITanscript App. A, £k. 16). At that time, 
on voir dire . Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading 
guilty to Harder in the First Degree in this case because 
you killed Dr. Martin Lather King under such ciramstances 
that viould Tsake you l^ally gtiilry of Mxrder In the First 
Degree under the law as esqilained to you by your lawyers?" 

Ray answered: "Yes." 

Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty 
fireely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his 
attorney, Percy Fcnretnan, initialed the copy of these 
questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed 
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506). 

Ihe task force observes that the only way one can 

rtriA 

accoo^lishes, or aids or assists in the accooplishnent , of 
the wrongful killing of a hunan being with premeditation 
and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed 
^t he intended to and did kill Dr. King. 



Seccnc. Say relacec in vriring to author Huie a 
story of hlsod^ss^ from Missouri State Prison to.Mleaphls 
vhich ackn^Iedged that he bou^t the inirder weapon, made 
his way to Maiphis, rented the roan there at 422 South 
Main on April 4, 1968, using the alias "John Willard," 

\>sBited In tile \diite Mustang, and drove "Raoul" away fron 
the crime sceie after the nurder idiolly unaware of the 
killing of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Roual", 
is tiie nysterious killer v^iom Ray thought to be an 
international gun-runner: Ray bou^t the murder weapon for 
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective 
Mexican buyers In Roan 5-B of the "flop house" on South 
Main Street (Huie, p. 130-131). 

Ihird, in a statement read on a progran of Station 
KM3X-TV St. Inuis, Missouri, in August of 1959 by his 
brother Jerry, James Earl ^^sy was quoted as allying that 
he was the innocent victim, "tiie fall guy" of a sc heme by 
the RBI O^eophis 44-1987 Sub H-665) . This description of 
the crime contains no reference to Raoul. 

Fourth, the most recent story available to the 
task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview 
by Wayne Chastain, Jr. , for the Pacific News Service, 

October 20, 1974. It is to the effect tiiat Ray was "set ip 
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as a pacsy** for "Kaoul. '* Zc proceeds along che ssse lines 
as tale told hy Jtay to author Hule ^t there ws to 
be a meeting at the rooning house at 6p.m. vith an 
international gm runner. Bay was instructed by Baoul to 
have ^ \dilte (Itstang at the curb for "Baoul's" use that 


^ aah#w 






6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police suaming 
all over the place \d\en he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He 
could not park, was turned back by police and learned only 
after drivixig 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been 


associated with the men ^ho killed Dr. King CChe Assassinations . 
Dallas and Beyond . Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hodt 
and Bussell Stetler, Bandom House, 1976, pp. 315*317). 

Ihe task force views the exculpatory content of these 
varying and patently self 'Serving tales to be unbelievable, 
the varying details are materially self -refuting. Bay first 
adults full guilt. He tiien says he waited innocently at the 
curb ani took off after the shot with "Baoul" as a passei^er. 

Be next ssys he was the cat^>aw of the FBI. And finally, 
he and the Histangv^.nbt in the area when the shot was 
fired and he never saw **Baoul" after the event. 

The ^e witnesses to the "get away**, saw only one 
man vho reseihled B^. The man left in a hurry in a vhlte 
Histang as Bay adnitted doing in version lunber two. Ue 
concluded Bay was lying about the existence of a "Baoul" . 
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Ray's stipiilated judicial confession oar|o:Ls in 
detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and 
tiie failure of the self-serving stories persuasively 
undexsunes the likelihood of any oon^iracy. 
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2. Motive 


Janes Earl Ray, bozn 1928, was raised under 
difficult drcoDstanoes. His parents were poor, unedu> 
cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by 
criminal activity. Say did not achieve a high sdiool 
educatiCTi, nor did he attend any \ocational institution^ 

After enlisting in the amy in 1946, Szy did not meet the 
militaiy's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lade 
of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987) . 

Thus, at tive age of twenty-cne, he had a very limited 
education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job, 
and was a reject of the military establishment. Thereafter, 
he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a 
nvmber of criminal actions for \4iidi he would be incarcerated 
for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape fron 
the Missouri State Peiitentiaiy in ^ril 1967. Pay's criminal 
activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861* 
4143} . Be was not known to have been involved in crimes vtbere 
victims or witnesses were f^sically hazmed. 

files disclosed that Janes Earl !(ay has an IQ of 105 
(HQ 44-38861-3503). 
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In March 1968# Janies Earl Bay was forty years 
old was never )cnciMn to hav« had a serious relation- 
ship witii a nan or %Knan during his adult life. Although 
he was about to oomnit a very infanous adne of assasslnar 
ticn^ neither his ^illdhood, his military years nor his 
adult life of crime and inpriscmnent signaled such action. 
His criminal activities were not those of a hired or self- 
acccnplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James 
Earl B^ murder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

An analysis of Bay's prison records and interviews 
with his prison inmates reveals some probative facts wiA 
respect to a moti\«. For example, in 1955 Bay was incar- 
cerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
for forgery of post office noney orders. On Septet±>er 12, 
1957, Bay was a^roved for the honor fam at Leavenworth, 
but was never transferred there because he refused to live 
in the integrated donnitory at the farm CHQ 44-38861-1678) . 
Thus, he was s\ipposedly willing to sacrifioe this benefit 
and its accompanying privileges to avoid association with 
blade prisoners. 

An innate with Bay at Missouri State Penitentiary 
for e^roximately three years, stated that Bay hated 
Negroes. He further stated that Bay had said that 
all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiary should 


92 “ 


be killed. He also re^cnded that on several oocasions 
Kay had said he vrould kill Or. Martin Luther King, 3t, , 
if the price «ere right* Zn 1966, there was a riot at 
the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. Ihe inmate 
would not state v^ther Kay had participated in the 
killings. He did say that, if Kay had not, he would 
definitely know who had killed the prisoners. Be also 
said that he would not be surprised if he acted without 
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another 
prisoner vho was a chef at (GP and Kay's boss for six years, 
stated that this iimate was a good friend of Kay and he also 
hated Negroes. (HQ 44'38861'4443) . 

A second innate with Kay at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary fron 1960 until 1965, claiined that he 
recalls that Kay was glad when President Kennedy was killed 
and stated "that Is one nigger-loving S.O.B that got shot*. 
The prisoner also advised that Kay disliked Negroes. During 
the time period v4ien King was leading denoistratlons and 
mar(^s Kay would becone aggravated and vpset when reading 
this infomation in newspapers to the point that he \x)uld 
curse King and the Negroes. Be further stated he had heard 
prison runors that Kay was supposed to have killed three 
black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related 
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that in 1963 Kay mace the rsr\ark that he *«eis to 

get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison. 

(HQ 44-38861-2678, 2791). 

A third inmate at MSP frcm 1962 until 1965, 
described Ray as a "lone wolf" never tnisted 
anyone. Be stated that Bay was a racist and was heard 
nai^ times discussing his dislike of Ifegxoes. Another 
prisoner became acquainted with Bay in 1965 and said that 
I&y ccnmented if he ever got out of jail he was going to 
make himself a "bunch money," and Bay further said a 
"Businessmen's Association" had offered $100,000 for 
)d.lling Martin Luther King. Ihis prisoner said tiiat 
Bay did not know what the "Businessnen* s Association" 
was, but he Intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143) . 

A cellmate with Bay in 1955 at Kansas City vho 
later served prison time with Bay at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
was also incaixerated with Bay at MSP. He stated that 
during the period when President Kenne<3^ was assassinated 
the movements of Dr. Martin Luther King became the topic 
of conversation at the penitentiary. Maiy prisoners heard 
that businessnen had raised a considerable amount of mon^, 
about one million dollars, as a bounty on King's head. He 
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he 
known about the bounty on John F. Kenner's head and 
had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he 
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got out in time end King were still ali*/e# he would get 
the bounty on King (BQ 44~38861-4143) . A prisoner 
%4 k> was at ICP frcn 1958 thxo^^ 1965 stated Bay did 
not liJce Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Hartin 
Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44'38861>4143) . 

Bay*s psydhological background is also a very 
iiqportant avenue o£ review. As a result of a voluntary 
psychiatric examination in 1966, Bay was described as 
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with 
anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-‘3505) . m 
1954, a prison sociologist stated that Bay's delinquencies 
seem due to impulsive b^iavior, especially vAien drinking 
(HQ 44-38861-3335} . These ^laracteristics and ccmnents 
about Bay si^^port the opinion of psychologist Or. Mark 
Freeman. While Bay was in Los Angeles he was a patient 
of Dr. FTeenan. Dr. Freeman believes that Bay was potenticdly 
capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person 
could act alone, and likely fantasized an. being sonecne 
inportant. 

There vere two matters involving Bay and blacks 
idiile outside prison v4udi shed seme li^t on vhether his 
hatred of blacks and need for inportance and profit could 
have motivated him to nurder. While in Mexico in the fall 
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of 1967, Bay asscciatad with a Mexican wanan, -Isaa 
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales adnitted 
spending considerable tine with him and recalls an incident 
that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Bay were 
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four 
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated 
at another table. She stated that B£y kept goading the 
blades for some reason. Thereafter, Bay left his t^le 
to go to his car, and when he returned he eisked her to 
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his 
pocket. Bay stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the 
blacks. Be then continued to be insulting and when the 
blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them. Morales, 
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to 
check the establishment and Bay stated he wonted nothing to 
do with the police, thereby texminating the incident (HQ 44- 
38861-2073) . 

A second incident todk. place during Bay’s stay in 
Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Babbit's 
Foot Club there, identified Bay as a fregu^t custoier. 
Morrison said that on one occasion Bay became engaged in a 
political discussion with him regarding Robert Kennety and 
George Wallace. Bay became rather incensed and v^iemently 
supported Wallace. On another occasion. Bay had had a 
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discussion wich Pac Goodsell, a frequenc feoala custccer, 


concerning blacks and tbe civil ri^ts gp v gDent, Ray becaoe 
very involved and began dragging Goodsell towards the door 
BSfLag, "Z*ll drop you off in Watts and we'll see how you 
like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557) . R^ then supposedly went 
outside and had to fi^t two persons, one being black (Huie, 
pp. 96-98). 

Thus, it seeos clear that Ray openly displayed a 
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prison, 

Rey stated he would kill Dr. Ring if given the opportunity 
and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack blade persons 
in Puertt) Vallarta, Mexico, with a we^xxi for apparently 
a racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to 
the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself 
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Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights npvement, 
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a 
potential quick profit msy have, as a whole, provided 
sufficieit iapetus for him to act, and to act alone. 


3. Sources Of l\mds 


Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was 
reco^ilzed that he had traveled extensively following his 
escape fras the Missouri Feiltentiary. Moreo v er, In addition 
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to norsal livirg expenses, 7^ had tiade several rjo- 
etantial purchases, e.g. , cars, photo equlpcoenc, da^ 
lessons (See, list of known expenditures, App. A, fbc. 4). 

Ihese expenditures suggested diat he had financial assist- 
ance and hence possible co-conspirators. Therefore, ^ 

Binreau was particularly Interested in detezmining his 
sources of incase. On April 23, 1968, tbe Director advised 

all field divisions to consider Rav as a susoect in anv 

___ _ _ _ _ ^ ^ 

unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies 
occurring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative. 

On April 29, 1968, the Director In a teletype to 
all sac's ordered that all law enforcement agencies \4ilch 
maintained \riidentifled latoit fingerprints be contacted 
and requested that fingerprints of be cazpared in order 
to detexmne hls past wiereabOuts end pOS^bly eStabliw 
his source of funds. Again, negative resiilts were obtained. 
The Director, on 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions 
that Ray had spent a conslder^le amount of money from i^>rll 
23, 1967 until 4, 1968, and advised that a source for 
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered 
that photographs of Bay be displayed to expropriate witnesses 
in xsisolved bank rcbberles and bank burglaries. These efforts 
and all others to date, with one exception, have proved 
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As a result of one of Hule’s Look articles, the 

restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, for apprcadnately ei^t 
we^. As a dishwasher and cook's helper, "Bay had received 
checks totaling $664 &an 7, 1967 through 25, 1967 
(See, list of kncMn income, App. A, Ex. 5). Ihis is the 
only fanoun soiree of Income for Bay following his prison 
escape. Beports from the Bpyal Canadian Msunted Police 


Indicated no knoai robberies or burglaries vhidi could be 
connected with Bay, nor did tlexican authorities notify 
the Bureau of any criminal activity vhidi could be assocl*- 
ated with Bay. Ihe Bureai ixrvestigated tiie possibility 
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in 1967, but it was established that he was xx>t a partici- 


oant. 

Bay related to author Hole that he ixbbed a food 
store in Canada, and that an individual named "Raoul" 
furnished him funds on a continuous basis for various 
undertakings. Ihese matters were actively pursued by the 


Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have 
^y been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and 
journalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Bay most likely 
coo m Ltted on a periodic basis several robberies or burglaries 
during this period in order to support himself. B^y's criminal 
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background does lis^d credence to ^lis theory. 

The task force Interviewed Ray’s brother; Jerry 
Fay (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Dececber 20, 1976, App. 

B) . He stated that to his knowledge f aoUy nsiibers did 
not provide James with ary funds. Jerry adsitted he net 
with his brother two or toee times during his eaployiaent 
at the Wiimetka restaurant and advised that he, not James, 
paid for their eating and drinking e 9 q>enses. Hcwever, 
when Jerry again saw his brother on his return frcm Canada 
In August, 1967, James did have some money because it was 
he who paid for their e9q>enses vhidi included a motel room. 
Jerry added that James also gave him his car coimenting 
that he would purchase a loore expensive car in Alabama. 
Jerry stated he was unaware of vhere his brother had 
obtained his as well as amount of ncney he had 

at this time. 

Accordingly, the sources for Ray’s funds still 
remain a mystery tod^. 
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4. Fsmily Centers and Assistance 


Our review of the files indicated that the IBI 
had no hard evidence linking Joses Ray to any conspiracy 
to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau 
apparently discounted tiie significance of any contact 
between Ray and his family. As the Chicago case agent 
told us . it is not tsTusual for a fugitive or a person 
\ho has comul tted a given crime to be in touch with 
foully xDsihers. l^lhlle such contact render the actions 
of ^ family nether criminally liable, it is not generally 
pursued absent some evidence of direct participation in tive 
crime. 

However, in li^t of the fact that a good deal 
of systery still surrounds James Ray and the assassination, 
particularly the means by \diidi he financed his life style 
and travels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor- 
mation idilch was wcovered, the Bureau should have pursised 
this line of the Investigation more ti)orcx;^y. 

The connection of the Ray faoiLly to the dime against 
Dr. King may have been nonexistent. This does not alter the 
fact, however, that the IBI discovered that the subject of 
the largest manhunt in history had been aided in his fugitive 
status by at least one family meofcer. This and other facts 
suggestive of family assistance became dear as the Bureau's 
investigation progressed. 



First, John and Jerry 3ay had significant ccntacts 
with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary 
(tCP) at Jefferscn City, Missouri. Jerry Fay visited 
Janes three ca: four tiines and had borrowed money £rcm 
Janes on at least one occasion during his confinement 
(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17) . John Fay visited or attentpted 
to visit James Fay while at tGP on at least xiine occasions. 

The last visit took place on April 22, 1967, the day before 
Fay escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503) * The Bureau also discxjvered 
that while in prison at MSP James Fay had a fellow innate 
send a mxiey order to a fictitious coipany (Albert J. Pepper 
Stationau^ Co.) in St. Louds, Missouri. Ihe money was sent 
to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and business partner 
of John Fay) vhere she resided with her husband Albert. 

James Fay had told the inmate vho sent the money that it was 
a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614) . 

Second, James Earl Fay was seen by several people in 
both the St. Louis and Chicago areas during the period 
irmediately after his escape. Xn St. Louis (vihere 
Fay was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they 
had seen James Fay on separate occasions. Gne stated that 
he had seen Fay three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas 
City, 44-76CK786) . The other saw Fay entering a bank with 
Jiimiie Owens and spoke briefly with Fay as th^ entered 
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(HQ 44-38861-3483) . In the Chicago area where Jerry Say 
was living, the Bureau discovered that James Esy had 
purchased a car cxi Jme 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sdb D 
Ex. 85} and had wozked in Wlxmedca, Illinois. Say's 
eoployexs also told Bureau agents that James Ray had 
received several calls &cm a man claiming to be Kay's 
brother inzoediately prior to Jaoes' departure from his 

Bisy stated that these had a visibly disti^bii^g 
effect on James Kay (Chicago 44-1114 Svib G-37) . Jerry 
Baynes, father of the B^y brothers, told the IBI that he 
overheard John and Jerry mention that James had been in 
Chicago during the sunner of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508). 

Third, in Caltfomia, the FBI discovered two facts 
whidi pointed toward possible contact between James Bay 
and his brothers. Bichard Gonzales who was a fellow 
student wldi Bay at the bartoiding school in Los ^Angeles 
told Bureau agents Q)at Bay bad told him \q>Qn coopletion 
of the course that he (Ray) was goizig to visit a brodi^ 
in fc3T QlQ 33861^X233^ # P3I 

also Interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein. 

Ste stated ti)at for some time before March 17, 1968, (the 
date idien Bay left los Angeles) James Bay had been stating 
that he was in need of funds and was waiting for his brother 
to send him sccoe money. 



Fcurthf through an infocnant the Bureau discc\^xed 
that Jerry Ray not have been entirely candid vith the 
special agents during his several interviews. Ute infoiinant 
disclosed to Bureau agents cn June 1, 1968, that Jerzy Ray 
stated he had seen his brother (Janes) at least once at a 
pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his 
escape. Jerzy also allegedly stated to the informant that 
he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starts Galt as 
being identical with his brother James prior to the time 
the FBI had first contacted him in ocnnection with the 
assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything 
he knew out of fear that James would be cau^t. (HQ 44-38861- 
4594.) 

Corresp on dence recovered by the Bureau indicated 
that Jerzy may have heard f ran James in Canada in J\me of 
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518) . James Ray was in C a n ada 
during i^ril and Hay of 1968 prior to his departure for 
London on Hay 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595) . It is also noted 
that Jerzy had earlier told agents that he had received mail 
from Janes, %diile James weis in prison, at Post Office Box 22 
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-114 Sub G-26) . 

Finally, in Itovtanber, 1968 it became clear that 
James Bay had been in tou^ with his brother Jerzy. Illinois 
motor vehicle records shcMed that on August 25, 1967 James 
Bay (vising the name of John L. Bayns) transferred his 1962 
Plymouth to Jerzy (HQ 44-38861-5413) . l^us was during the 
period when James Bay was maJcing his way fron Canada to 
Bisoingham, Alabama. It has continued to be a nystery 
as to vdiy Bay went to Alabama, how he traveled theze, and 
vdiere he obtained the several thousand dollars he had v4ien 
he arrived. 

Thus, at least gne family meober, Jerry, had lied 
to the FBI and had become subject to federal criminail charges 
for aiding a fugitive. Be was never confronted with these 
facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerzy 
Bay, he confinned the fact that he had lied to the Bvireau and 
had seen his brother James on several occasions.^ Jerzy 
denied knowing ai^thing about James' travels or his source 
of fumte (Interviw of Jerzy Bay, Deoember 20, 1976, App. B) . 
However, the task force found the credibility of Jerzy's 

^ Ihe task force attainted to talk to James and John Bay 
but an interview was refused in both instances. 
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denials CO be suspecc. In U^c of chis Iw credibllir/ 
and critical passage of Ciae Which has allowed die atacuce 
of limicaclons to rm, we ccrtclvided diat die IBI abandoned 
a significant opportisiity to cbtaln answers frcis family 
members concerning some of die Important questions about 
James Earl Ray idiich still remain. 

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation 

As diis report reflects, there was a wealth of 
Information in the files developed by the FBI murder 
Investigation. We have been able to dig vp some additional 
data. Chly a small part of any of this information has 
been made a matter of any official public record. Sane of 
it was eobodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl 
Ray and judicially adcnowledged in qpen court by him (widi 
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicating 
a lack of a conspiracy). Soae emerged In Ray's post-conviction 
efforts to get a ne^ trial. A quantity of the "unofficial’' 
evidentiary data and a great deal of ads-informatian was 
gleaned by the news media and by professional writers. It 
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been 
generated and, because of Justice Department rules against 
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unans^^ered. 

First, the task force has concluded that the investi- 
gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture die murderer of 
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Dr. Martiii Luther mxig, Jr. , was thoroughly, honestly 
and sucoessfully conducted. We submit that die ndnute 
details conpacted In this report aply s u pp o rt this con* 
duslon. 

At die very outset of the investigation telegrams 
went to all field o^ices of the Bureau instructing the 
Special Agents in Charge to take personal sipervislon of 
the investigia tion, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and 
noting that th^ would be held perscmlly responsible. 

QiQ 44-38861*153) . The files we reviev«d show that this 
directive was conscientiously followed. The Bureau sou^t 
first to identify and Ideate the nurderer xsing the obvious 
leads. They checked out aliases, tradeed die Graces left 
under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from 
the murder weapon and die contents of the blue zipper bag 
left on South Main Street to eliminate suspects. This 
backtraddng ended in Atlanta. At this point the Bureau 
initiated a chedc of the crime site fingerprints against 
the white loale ”wanted festive" print file. This produced 
the almost ''instant*' discovery diat the wanted man, Galt, 
was James Earl Bay, an escapee from Missouri State Prison. 
In fact the "instant" discovery was a tedious hand seardi 
started in a file of some 20,000 prints. That It tock cnly 
two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to 
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be largely sh4eer luck; ic could have taken days, tfe 
accept the ecpXanation that ^ fingerprint seard% was a 
normal next resort after normal lead procedires were 
eodiausted. 

Second, the task force views the evidence pointing 
to the guilt of James Earl Ray as man who purdtased 
the ourder gun and vho fired the fatal shot to be conclusive. 

It was possible for the task force to create a well 
documented history of James Earl Ray frcm the moment of 
his esc^ to his capture in ihgland, using the investigation 
r^»rts in the FBI files and to corroborate and fill in 
essential details with Ray's own statements (admissions) 
in his letters to author William Bradford Hole. From this 
duronology, from the laboratory proof, and fron Ray's 
Judicial admissions it concluded tba.t he was the assassin, 
and that he acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro> 
bacive of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator 
were together at the scene of the assassination. Key's 
assertLcns that someone else pulled the trigger are so 
patently self-serving and so varied as to be vholly \sheliev- 
able. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his 
guilt by self'refutaticn. 

Third, we found that conspiracy leads ( aliunde Ray's 
versions) had been conscientiously run dcwn by tiie FBI even 



chou^ diey had no possible xelaolon to Ray*s stories 
or to ^ tocTun facts. The results were negative. 

We found no evidence of any ooopllclty oh the part 


We ackn^ledge that proof of the negative, l.e. , 
proof that others were not involved, is here as elusive 
and difficult as it has mLversally been in criminal law. 

But tiyB^ svm of all of the evidence of Ray's guilt points 
to him so exclusively that it most effectively makes die 
point that no one else was involved. Of course, someone 
could conceivably have provided him vddi logistics, or 
even paid him to ccamlt the crime. However, ve have 
found no cocpetent evidence upon ihich to base such a 
theory. 

Fourth, it is true that the task force unearthed 
new data • data which answers some persistent questions 
Old >hich the ill did not sedc. But the Bureau concentrated 


on the principal in the case and much was not considered 
inportant to his discovery and apprdienslon. find no 
dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both 
of Janes Earl Ray's brothers were in contact wldi him after, 
and in aid of, his esc^ in 1967 foan the Missouri State 
Prison, and before the mirder of Dr. King, was not followed. 
It was not mearthed until after R^'s c^ture in Ihgland 
on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deened a lead made 
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sterile by supervening events. By hindsight the task 
force believes Jerry and John Hay could have been * 
effectively Interrogated further to learn their knowledge* 
if any, of James Earl Hay's plans, his finances and \^ther 
they helped him after King's death. 

Finally, the task force observed instances of PBI 
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Hi^ts 
Division and the Attorney General with timely reports on 
the course of the ntarder investigation. For exanple, 
early in the investigation in a reaction to a press report 
of Attorney General Clark's. expectation of making a progress 
report to the natlcxi, FBI Director Hoover wrote: "Me are 

not going to make any progress reports" (HQ 44-38861-1061) . 

The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of 
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the Attorney 
General and the operating Divisions of the Department. For 
exanple, the Attorney General authorized the institution of 
prosecutive action against the suspect "Galt" (Birmingham 
44-1740-1005) . But then, apparently without further consul- 
tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Hi^ts 
Division, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal oxiplaint. 
Ihe Bureau selected Bixming^mm as the venue in which to 
file the ccnplaint In preference to Msznphis because the 
Bureau "axild not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Menphls" 


-UO- 



and "viould lose control of the situation" (HQ 44-38861-1555) . 
Ihe Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attorney 
General "that circmstances have required the action taken" 
(HQ 44-38861-1555). 

We submit that in this sensitive case die Departmental 
officials in Washingtcn should have been consulted. 

As another exanple, at the extradition stage of the 
case, marked discourtesy >»s exhibited to the Attorney 
General and to Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson. In 
a telephone discussion vith the Attorney General vho 
conclained of being **kept in the dark", an Assistant to 
the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications 
and "hung vp the phone". Again, when Assistant Attorney 
(General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the 
extradition of James Earl Bay, the Legal Attache was ordered 
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no 
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel 
around" (HQ 44-38861-4447) . 

Ihe task force views this lack of coordination and 
cooperation as highly improper. Ihe Attorney General and 
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial 
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be 
kept fully abreast of developments. The responsible 
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Division, moreover, should have sufficient control of the 
BLoreau's investigations to insure that the legal necessities 
of pleading and proof are met. 

In fairness to the Bureau it has to be observed 
ti^at it is the obligation of the Department to insist on 
tiiese perogatives. Me do not thizik it effectively did so 
in the King nurder case. 



III. THE SEaiCTY EiVESTIGATiai 


A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King • 

1. of Technical Surveillance and 

OOINTELPRD Type Activities 

In order to reconstnjct the actions taken by 
msibers of the FBI toward Dr. King, ^ task force 
scrutinized die basis for the initiation by die Bureau 
of any action with respect to Dr. King. Djring the review 
it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Bosen, then 
Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division 
(Division 6) , advised Director Hoover in an Infonnation 
oemorandiaa, per his request on Dr. King and four other 
Individuals in connection widi the *Treedom Biders," 
that "King has not been investigated by the FBI" (Mano 
froa Scatterday to Bosen, May 22, 1961, ^Jp. A, Ex. 7). 

The meticrandum contained few references on Dr. King. The 
Director cotmented, with regard to the omission of a subject 
tnatter investigation on Dr. King: "Why not?" The sxibstance 
of the rqiort was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and 
the FBI did i»t pursue the King matter at this time. Thus, 
FBI personnel did not have no: did they assume a personal 
Interest in d« activities of Dr. King throy^ Ifey. 1961. 
FurtheroDre, in 1961, Information in the Bureau files on 
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Dr. Kix^ had only beei glear^d from sporadic reports . 
and this particular report to die Director was provided 
by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights 
matters. 

In the beginning of 1962, the FBI started and 
rapidly continued to gravitate tcMard Dr. IQng. Ihe 
sequence of events has alreacfy been reported in some 
detail by the Senate Select Ccxnoittee as well as in the 
Bobert Mirphy Beport which you received in March, 1976. 

Ihe task force in its review of pertinent docuaents oon- 
fixins these reports. 

Li essence, the Director coonunicated to Attorney 
General itennedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda 
concerning the Interest of the Coonunist Par^ in the 
civil rl^ts movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's 
relationdiip with two frequently consulted advisors \hon 
the FBI had tabbed as menhers of the Coonunist Party. As 
a result of the deep Interest in civil rl^ts affairs by the 
Attorney General and by the Kenne(^ Adninistration, these FBI 
reports had the effect of alarming Bobert Kennecfy and affecting 
his decisions on the national level. 

The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly 
culminated in the s uaner of 1963 vhen Attorney General 
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Kenned^ suggested consideration of technical surveillance 
on King and the SCLC (HJ 100-106670-3631). Previously, 
the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King \es secured by 
technical surveillance of one of his advisors and from 
Infonoants dose to his associates. However, \dien Attorney 
General Kennedy vas confronted shortly thereafter with the 
Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered 
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165. 
171) . Attorney General Kennedy as veil as several other 
Department officials vere sincerely concerned vlth Kixig's 
association vl^ alleged ccxmunlst menfcers since proposed 
civil ri^ts legislation vas dien very vulnerable to die 
attack that cocnuiists vere influarxcing the direction of the 
civil ri^ts np vsm e n t. Yet. an affirmative program to 
gather intelligence with King as the subject vas still 
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turn of 
events vlthln the cirdes of die FBI hierarchy vould soon 
reverse the Attorn^ General's decision, and without his 
knowledge the FBI would also launch an Illegal ccxnter- 
intdllgence program directed to discredit and neutralize 
the civil ri^ts leader. 

Director Hoover's de m ea n or toward Dr. Ring has been 
wdl publicized and is sumorized below. Certainly, as 
the Cask force determined, this played a vital role in 
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FBI affairs, as did tne Director's attitude toward ttie 

Coamxdst Party. On August 23, 1963, then Assistant 

Director of the Doosstic Ditelligence Division, William 

C. Sullivan, pursuant to the Director's request, preseited 

a seventy-page analysis of e)q>loitation and influence 

the CodELnist Party on the American Negro population since 

1919 (ttj 10O3-U6-253X). Biis r^rt and Mr. Sullivan's 

synopsis showed a failirre of d)e Coconunist Party in addeving 

any significant inroads into the Negro population and the 

civil rights m ov ement. Director Hoover responded: 

"This memo reminds me vividly 
of those 1 received ^en Castro 
took over Cuba. You contended 
then that Castro and his cohorts 
were not Cocnmlsts and not 
in^uenced by Cotmtmists. ■ Time 
alone proved you wrong. I for 
one can't ignore die memos 
as having only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts to exploit the 
American Negro by CoDEunlsts" (HQ 100- 
3-U6-253X). 

The Director's comment had a resounding effect 

on Mr. Sullivan. Sevoi days later, he replied: 

"The Director is correct. We 
were ccspletely wrong about 
believing the evidence was not 
sufficient to determine scae 
years ago that Fidel Castro was 
not a canzunist or under cocmuiist 
Influence. Di investigating and 
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vriti27g about connunlsm and Che 
American Negro, we had better 
rcmarber this and profit bv the 
lesson it should teach us/* Qtooo 
fron Sullivan to Belnont, Au^;ust 
30> 1963, App. A. £k. 8). 

Even oore irportantly, Mr. Sullivan also said 

in response to the action that he now believed was 

necessitated in determining coocunist inflxience in the 

civil ri^ts mo v e m e n t: 

'‘Xherefore, it may be unrealistic 
to limit ourselves as we have teen 
doing to legalistic proof or definite- 
ly conclusive evidence that would 
stand up in testimony in court or 
before Congressional oarmlttees that 
the Cocmunlst Party, USA, does wield 
substantial influence over Negroes 
>hich one day could become decisive.*' 

(idea.) 

The fBI hierarchy had no written cxmoents on this memo- 
randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director's 
proposed line of action. 

Ihen, in Septecber, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recocmended 

"increased coverage of camunist Influence on the Negro" 

(^ismo fraa Baaqgardier to Sullivan, Septeoher 16, 1963, 

App. A, Ex. 9). Ihe Director refused and coonented: 

"No I can't understand how you 
can so agilely switch your think- 
ing and evahjation. Just a few 
\;eeks ago you contend^ Che 
Comaunist Influaice in the racial 
movement was ineffective and infin- 
itesimal. Ihis - notwitiistanding 
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many nsos ot specific Instances 
of infiltration, New you want 
to load ^ field down with more 
coverage in spite of your recent 
oaao ^reciating CP Influence 
In racial movement, I don’t Intend 
to waste time and money mtll you 
can make vp your minds v^t the 
situation really is” (idem.) 

coomenting on a cover memo to ^ve above Sullivan 
request, Director Hoover also stated, ”1 have certainly 
been misled by previous memos clearly showed 

coQsunist penetration of the racial movement. The 
attached is contradictory of all that. Vfe are wasting 
maiqxwer and money investigating CP effect in racial 
movenent if the attached is correct” CMaoD for ^e Director 
fretn Tolson, Septeober 18, 1963, A. Ix. 10). 

By ncTw the Domestic Intelligence Divisicxi was 
feeling the full wei^t of tbe Director's dissatisfaction 
with their work product. Mr. Sullivan again replied on 
Septober 25, 1963, in a tssble manner that Division 5 
had failed in its Interpretation of conn, mist infiltratlan 
in the Negro movement (Memo from Sullivan to Belmont, 
Septenber 25, 1963, App. A, Qc. 11). The Assistant Director 
asked die Director's forgiveness and requested the oppor- 
tunity to approach this grave matter in the U^t of die 
Director's Interpretation. Director HexTver sanctioned 
dlls request but again reprimanded Mr. Sullivan for stating 
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d)at ccomziist infiltratian '*has not reached the point 
of control or domination.” Ihe Director curtly oopnented 
that "Certainly this is not true vith respect to the 
King connection” (Idao) . One could now foresee that 
Dr. King vould be closely watched by FBI personnel. 

In October^ 1963, the Director foiw^ded a request 
to the Attorney General for technical surveil l a n c e of 
Dr. King's residence and the SCLC office in New York ClQr 
This timp the FBI received authorization for technical 
surveillance and it was instituted almost inoediately. 

In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis cn 
coonunist involvenent in the Negro movement (Cocnunism 
and the N^ro Movement, October 16, 1963, App. A, Ex. 12) 
A cover maaorandum of this analysis written by Assistant 
to the Director A.H. Belmont to Associate Director Clyde 
A. Tolson reads: 

”The attached analysis of Coomunlsm 
and the Negro Movement is highly 
explosive. It can be regarded as a 
p^sonal attadc on Martin Lud¥er 
King. There is no doubt It will 
have a heavy inpact on the Attorney 
General and anycxie else to vhom we 
disseminate it . . . This memorandum 
may startle the Attorney General, 
particularly in view of his past 
association with King, and the fact 
that we are disseminating this out> 
side the Departtnent” from 

Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963 
App. A, )bc. 13). 
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Tb Che Xaccer part, che Direccor wrote. *Ve nusc do our 

duty." Mr. Belscnc further said: 

'^tevertheless. die mecDrandua is a 
powerful wartdxig against Coocunist 
Influence in the Itegco aovgnent . . .** 

The Director Issued his feeling to this position and 

added, **I am glad that ycu recognize at last that there 

exists such influence.** 
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2. Predicate for tiie Security Investigation 


Ihe security Investigation of Dr. Martin luther King, 
Jr. t and the Sout±tem Christian leadership Conference (SdC) 
Mas predicated on tlie belief that they %^e under the 
influence of the Connunist Party, Uhited States of America 
(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied 
\jpon one particular advisor was tabbed by die FBI as a 
ranking Connunist Party menber (H) 100'>392452-133) . 

This characterization of the advisor was provided by 
sources the Bureau considered reliable. The task force was 
privy to this characterization throu^ both our file review 
and our Septeccber 2, 1976, conference with representatives 
of the Bureau's Intelligence Division. For security 
purposes the sources were not fully identified to the 
task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the 
characterization axre remaining questions. 

The advisor's relationship to King and the SCLC 
is anply evidenced in the files and the task force 
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files 
are replete with instances of his counseling King and 
his organization on natters pertaining to organization. 




finance, political strategy and speech vrlting. Scoe 
exanples follow: 

The advisor organized, in King's nane, a find 
raising society (HQ 100>106670-A7, 48). This organization 
and the SCLC were in large measure financed by concerts 
arranged by dds person (HQ 100*106670-30) . He also 
lent counsel to King and the SCLC on the tax consequences 
of charitable gifts. 

On political strategy, he suggested King make a 
public statement calling for die appointment of a black 
to Stpreoe Court (HQ'iOO-106670-32 , 33). This person 
advised against accepting a movie offer ftooi a movie 
director and against approaching Attorney General Kennedy 
on behalf of a labor leader 100-106670-24) . eadi 
instance his advice was. accepted. 

King's speech before the AFL-CIO National Convention 
in December, 1961 was written by this advisor 100-392452- 
131). He also prq>ared King's May 1962 speech before the 
Dhlted Packing House Workers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119) . 

1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed 
to Dr. King from a los Angeles radio station regardii^g 
the Los Angeles racial riots and from the "New York Tines" 
regarding the Vietnam War. 
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The relationship between King and his advisor » 
as indicated, is clear to ^le task force, \lhat Is not 
clear is tether tMs relationship ou^t to have been 
considered either a possible national security ^eat or 
CFUSA directed. Me conclude that Justification may have 
existed for tiie opening of King's security investigation 
but its protracted continuation was xsiwerranted. 

Our conclusion tiiat the investigation's opening 
may have been Justified is primarily based on memoranda, 
sunoarlzed below, written during the first six months of 
1962. It is pointed out d\at in October, 1962 the Bureau 
ordered die OCMINFIL SCLC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9). 

hi January the Director wrote the Attorney General 
and told him that one of King's advisors was a cocnunlst. 
At th^ time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote 
King's Dececher, 1961 AfL-CIO speech and assisted King in 
SCLC matters (HQ 100-392452-131). 

In March the Attorney General was advised that a 
(krch 3, 1962 Issue of "Ihe Nation" magazine carried an 



article critical of the adsdnistratlon's handling of 
civil rlj^ts. The article was ostensibly written by ^ 

Martin Lather King but in fact the true author was 
another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking 
menber of the Gccnunlst Par^ (HQ 100-106670-30, 31). 

In May tiie Attorney General learned that the CFUSA 
considered King and tiie SCLC its most important work because 
the Kennedy Adidnistxatlon was politically dependent t;>an 
King (HQ 100-106670-58). 

lastly, in June, 1962 the Attcaxvsy General became 
aware that King's allied Coorunist advisor had recomnended 
tive second ranking Conramist to be one of King's principal 
assistants (HQ 100-106670-79, 80). Later King accepted 
the recGomendation. 

The conclusion that the Investigation's continuance 
W8S tnwazranted is based on the following task force finding: 

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that 
Dr. King was ever a comiunlst or affiliated with the CFUSA. 
This was so stated to vis by representatives of the Bureau's 
Intelligence Division during our September 2, 1976 conference. 
This adslsslon is si^iported by our perusal of files, \diich 
included informnts' memoranda and physical, microphone and 
tel^hone surveillaxute nencranda. In ^Ailch we fotrid no such 
indication concerning Dr. King. 
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The Bureau provided us with no dooxnentatloci 
that the SCLC uvder Dr. King was anything other than a 
legitiaate organization devoted to the civil rights TDOve<> 
ment. 

The Bureau files that we examined lacked any infor- 
nBtlon that the alleged Cnmn mists’ advice was dictated by 
the CFUSA or inlirdcal to the Interests of die Dhited States. 
Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learned throu^ reliable 
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself 
from the CPUSA. His reason was the CPUSA was not suffi> 
clently involving itself in race relations and the civil 
rights movement 0^ 100-392452*-195) . 

3. King-ltoover Dispute 

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy for 
Dr. King were fanned into open hostility in late 1962 when 
Dr. King criticized the Bureau’s performance during an 
investigation of a racial disturbance In Albany, Georgia. 
Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful 
CHQ 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay dormant for a time. 

The controversy was publicly rekindled In early 1964 
%d)en the Director testified before a House £^ropriations 
subcanidttee that he believed coocunist Influence existed 
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in the Ifegro mvsoent, Kihg countered by accusing the 
Dixector of tfiettlng vacista and ri^t \rtngers Of) XOO-3 
U 60 I 29 I). During Ncrveoher of 1964, the Director told 
a groq> of Washington wcxnen reporters that King i»s ’’the 
most notorious liar In the oovntry.” A veek later. Director 
Hoover referred to *'sexual degenerates in pressure groups*' 

In a speech at Loyola Uhiversicy (HQ 162-7827-16) . 

lOng md his lanediate staff requested a meeting 
vl^ Director Hoover to clear vp the misunderstanding . The 
meeting was held on Dececher 1. 1964. Hoover claimed that 
"he had taken the ball away from King at the beginning." 
explaining the Bureau's Unction and doing most of the 
talking. Cn the other hand. King apologized for remarks 
atttlbuted to him and praised the work of the Bureau. Thus, 
an mea^ truce was momentarily rea ch e d . (HQ 100-106670-563, 
607.) 

Howenrer, the ocntroversy flared again a letter 
was circulated by the Southern Quristlan Educational Rmd 
(SCEI 3 ^diich referred to the criticism of Dr. King by the 
Director and urged tiie redpients of the letter to write 
or wire tivs Pr"idsnt to tssdvb Hoovet f r^ it it 

mmno from Sullivan to Belmont on Deceiher 14. 1964. Sullivan 
stated: 
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"In yiev of this sirjacion, realisci 
ical<es it mfcidatory that V7e t£^<e ever/ 
prudent step that ve can take to energe 
cocpletely victoriously In this conflict, 

Ite should not take any ineffective or 
half-way measures, nor blind ourselves' 
to the realities of the situation,** 

(HQ 100-106670-627.) 

We believe the persistent controversy between Dr. 
King and Director Hoover was a major factor In the Bureau's 
detenninatlon to discredit Dr. King and ultinately destroy 
bis leadership role in the civil ri^ts movement. 

4. Technical Surveillance 


Our review of FBI files and interviews with Bureau 
personnel siibstantlally confirms with a few ad d itions the 
rifting^ \hich have already been reported by Mr. Hizphy 
and the Senate Select Ccnndttee on Intelligence with respect 
to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his associates. 

We found ^lat some microphone s\]rvelllances were 
installed in New York City against Dr. King and his associates 
%hich have not thus far been reported. These installations 
were as follows: 

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224. 4048) 

4/2-3/65 < synhol) 

6/3-3/65 ( svni»l) 

1/21-24/66 (po syobol) 

Sheraton Atlantic (N5f 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8) 
12/10-U/65 (syiAol) 

New York Hilton m 100-136585 Siib Tiles U-12) 
10/25-27/65 (sjwijol) 
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All of these installations vith the exception of 
the placeoient at the Americana Ibtel In January; 1966 
lyjpear to have been \g yr o ducttve either because Dr. King 
did not reside at the hotel as planned or the recordings 
made did not pick tp any significant infoxmatlon. 

The installacian by the New York Field Office at 
the Anerlcana Hotel on January 21 , to 24 , 1966 , caused 
some oonstemation within the FBI hierarchy and Is 
Illustrative of how the Bureau spparatus could# on rare 
occasion, continue to hjnctidn e\^ contrary to the wishes 
of the Director. The Installation was made at the Americana 
on January 21 , 1966 . pursttant to the request of SAC Rooney 
in New York. Assistant Director William Sullivan authorized 
the coverage. Bureau files Indicate tiiat Associate 
Director Clyde Tolson, tpon being inforned of the coverage, 
wrote back on the same dey in a rather perturbed fashion to 
have the microphone renoved "at once." Tolson advised the 
Director that 'ho one here" approved coverage and that 
he had again instnicted Sullivan to have no microphone 
installations wldiout tiie Director's approval. Hoover 

confirmed TolsonU directive. (HQ 100-106670-2224X) . 

No syobol lumber was ever attached to this coverage 
as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to 
the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, despite 
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Hoover*! orders, the coverage vas naincained and a good 
deal of intelligence on King's personal activities %bs 

i 

obtained and transcribed, these activities are reflected 
in a six page monorandun. Of) 100*106670>40^.) 

Irrespective of tiie level of Bureau approval 
vhich was required for electronic surveillance Installa* 
tions during the King years, our revl»/ reinforced the 
concliJisions of the Senate Select Goiixnittee that the purposes 
behind dils intelligence gathering becaate twisted. Several 
Instances of Bureau correspondence are instructive. Section 
Chief Baungardner in recoamending coverage of King in 
Honolulu urged an exposure of King’s 'boral weakness" 
so that he could be "for the security of the nation, can- 
pletely discredited" QK) 100-106670 Jvzie File, Menoo Baucigardner 
to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a similar xaeno from 
Sullivan to Belxnont reocrnmending coverage in Milweiikee at 
the Schroeder Hotel, the expressed purpose was to gather 
infonoation on "entertainnent" in which King night be engaging 
sixnilar to ^t "uncovered at the Willard Hotel" (HQ 100- 
106670 Jme File, Mano Sullivan to Belmont, January 17, 1964). 

Director Hc»ver, upon being informed of the results 
of the surveillance, ordered that they all be ismedlately 
transcribed despite Deloach's recommendation that the tran- 
scribing be done later (HQ 1(X)-106670-1024) . As eadi of the 



file reviews has shcun, portions of sunnarles of Che 
transcripts were widely disseminated among go v emnental 
officials. These disseodnatians Inclxsled a rather 
ccmpr^ienslve six volume transmittal by ttte Bureau in 
June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the 
President throu^ Special Counsel Larry Tenple for all 
information concerning Dr. King. Including the instructions 
and approval of former Attorney General Kennecfy regarding 
the electronic surveillance of King QieDD R. W. Sbdth to 
William Sullivan. June 2, 1968, referring to memo Deloach 
to Tolson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President's 
^jequest) . Included with the transcripts were several 
sunaaries, previously disseminated, and several hundred 
pages of Bureau cnmn mications to the White House frcm 
1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. The 
purpose of the White House request vas not stated, but it 
was the most complete aecunilatlon of transmitted infotma' 
tlon on the electrtxiic surveillance of King we 
encountered during our review of Bureau files. The task 
force noted the timing of the alleged White House request 
and subsequent transmittal particularly in ll^t of 
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Director Hoover's comunicatlon to the Uhlte House on ' 

March 26, 1968 (included in ^ transmittal) %dilch 
advised that Bobert Kennedy had attenpted to contact 
Dr. King before announcing his candidacy for the 
Presidency (HQ 100-106670-3262). 

Ihe task force reviewed selected portions of all 
of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected 
portions of several tapes from vMch the transcripts 
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes revieiied is 
set for& below: 

1) Wkshlngton, D.C., 1/5-6/64 C«.Uard Ifotel, 

15 reels) - Reel Nos. 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14 

2) Atlanta Tape (syitbol) (one reel) 

3) Cooposite Tape 12/15/64 

Track No. 1 - Vkshington, D.C. recordings 
(e^ted version of 15 reels) 

Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to ^le 

beginning, middle, and end of each tape and conpared it to 

the corresponding transcript. Ih^ were basically accurate 

transcriptions in tiie sense that what was in the transcripts 

w^ also on the tapes. However, sons material on the tapes 

was not put on the transcripts apparently because either 

that portion of the recording was garbled or laiclear or 

it was considered txiirportant. 
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Our review of the coni|)oslte tape, the Atlante 
t^qpe and the agents handwritten notes included in the 
box vith the recordings &oa the KLllard Hotel gave an 
additional Indication of \diere the Bureau's interest 
lay with respect to Dr. King. The casposite tape contained 
"highli#its” of the fifteen reels of tape ftoai the Willard 
Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than ^Isodes 
of private con v er s ations and activities idddi the Bureau 
dose to eactract fircm the original recordings. The 
Atlanta tape was obtained from the telephone tap on the 
King residence and consisted o£- several of Dr. King's 
con v e rs ations, ^lese included conversations of Dr. Ktng 
tdth his wife regarding his personal life and had nothing 
to do with political or civil righ^ activities. The 
handwritten notes from die original Willard tapes contained 
notations as to idiat point in the t^e a particular personal 
activl^ or conversation took place. 

5. COINrELPRO Type and Other Illegal Activities 

The task force has documented an extensive progrsn 
within the FBI the years 1964 to 1968 to discredit 

Dr. King. Pursuant to a Bureau toeeting on Decenber 23, 1963 
to plan a King strategy and the Sullivan proposal in January, 
1964 to promote a new black leader, the 7BI accelerated its 
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program of dlssemixiatlng derogatory information, 
vas heavily fraught vlth the Bureau* s own characterlza- 
tlcxis of King, to various individuals and organi2atlons 
Who were In critical positions vls~a-vls the civil xi^ts 
leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already 
per f ormed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select 
CoDxnittee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those areas 
tdiich they have already covered. ^ did find, however, 
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, seme of 
^Mch were approved hy the Director. They are instructive 
not only In revealing the extent to which the Bureau was 
willing to carry Its efforts but also In shewing the 
atmosphere among setoe of the rank and file which this 
program against King created. 

In Moveceber, 196A, the Bureau discovered that 
Dr. King was desirous of meeting with hlg^ British officials 
while in England during King's planned trip to Eurc^. 
Section Chief Baxxqgardner recomnended a briefing for the 
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's 
purported ccsnunlst affiliations and private life 
OC 100-106670-522, 523). Vidiin three days the briefings 
had been conpleted (HQ 100-106670-525, 53A, 535). 
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Ghe particular dlsseiiinatlon« the contents of 
was not revealed in the files, les apparently initiated 
and carried out personally hy tiie Director. On January 22. 

1965, sac in Atlanta advised Hr. Sullivan tiiat, 
pursuant to their electronic surveillance, tiw Bureau 

w ^ ^ wj a 9 - a - -1 ^ ..n. jS - ^ ^ l 

jjeaxnea ujig nao pnoneo raipa ADernau^ ana ccupiflinro 

that Hoover had had a meeting with a particular Atlanta 

official \diUe in Washington attending the Xnauguration. 

According to King, \dwn this official returned to 

Atlanta he contacted Dr. King senior and passed act a 

*'good deal" of Informatian. According to Sullivan's 

nemo to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset (HQ 100> 

106670-768) . The files did not reveal ary formal proposal 

for fMs briefing but Section Chief Bauqgar drier later speculated 

that die Atlanta official was Chief of Police Jenkins 

since the Director had met with him on January 18, 1965 

(HQ 100-106670-780) . The files do not indicate whether 

the Director suggested that the information be passed on 

to Dr. Kina's father. 

w 
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Ja cotmecticn with the post-assassination 


efforts to declare a national holiday In manory of 
Dr. Xing the Senate Select Ccntnlttee has outlined 
in Its report the attenpts by the Bureau to prevent 
sudi a declaration by briefing various menfcers of 
Congress on King's background (HQ 100-106670-3586). 

discovered that the Bureau also sent a scnograph 
cn King to ^ President and the Attorney Gener£d 
in 1969 for this same purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559). 

The Bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. King's 
movement also inclxided attenf>ts to damage the 
reputation of King's family and friends. Ihe Bureau 
looked very closely at Coretta King althou^ a 
security investigation was never opened. This 
Inclxided scrutinizing her travels in an atteopt 
to uncover possible facts eBbarrassing to her. 

These attenpts also included a plan, proposed 
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by Assistant to the Director DeLoadi and approved 
by Hoover to leak infomation to the press that Coretta 
King and Balph Abexnatd^ were deliberately plotting to 
keep the assassination in the news by claiming a conspira^ 
epdsted in order to keep monetary contributions flowing 
for their benefit 0«5 44-38861-5654). 

Ralph Abexna&y and Andrew Yocng also became Bureau 
targets. Shortly after the assassination the field was 
instructed to repor t any informatian on possible "imsoral 
activities*' of Kill's two associates (HQ 62-108032-lfcrecorded 
serial, Atlanta to Director, ^>ril 29, 1968). Fresixoably 
there were OOI!trEIi^ type purposes behind this request. 

Ihe Atlanta Field Office in attecpting to demonstrate 
tile Initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters 
proposed additional measures against Ralph Abematiiy. The 
Bureau learned tiiat after Dr. King’s deatii. Rev. Abernathy 
nay have voiced seme concern over possible assassination 
attoipts on his own life. The Atlanta office proposed that 
the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (Instead of 
only Informing the police) of all threats against him in 
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Dnrecorded 
serial, Atlanta to Director, Martii 28, 1969). This activity 
was not ^proved by Headquarters . 
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Bureau files indicate that the FBI may have also 
attempted to help the executive branch in Its efforts 
to deal Abernathy after King's death. In a wano 
to Associate Director Tolson, Director Hoover related 
a telephone conversation with form er Vice President 
Agnew in vMdi Mr. Agno^ expressed concern over the 
"inflannatory" statements whid\ Abernathy had made. 

The Vice President was seddng information &om Hoover 
tdilch could be useful in destroying the credibility of 
Rev. Abematlgr. Hoover agreed to the request (HJ 100 - 
106670-lkirecorded serial, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970). 
We did not find ^hat information, if any, wes forwarded 
to the Vice President. 

Finally, we discovered that a series of illegal 
surreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some 
of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the 
obtaining of informatics about Dr. King. The FBI in 
the review of its indices was xsable to locate records 
of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC. 
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Ihe agents began to retrieve Informatlan about 
Dr. Kii^g during ^lese entries throu^ tiie use of photo- 
graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the appropriate 
field office requested authority to conduct an entry 
for the express purpose of obtaining information about 
Dr. King. The pr^>osed oitry »as approved at Head- 
quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Dispector 
and was later conducted. 

On four siibsequent occasions the Bureau again 
conducted entries and obtained information concerning 
King and the SCLC. Cn one such occasion a specimen of 
King's handwriting was obtained. The purpose of 
gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed. 

Bureau policy at the time of these entries 
required the approval of such field requests by 
Director Hoover or Associate Director Tolson Olemo 
Director, IBI, to Attorney General, Septenber 23, 1975). 
We assizne that such approval was granted. Handwritten 
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notations on the field office oesDS indicate tl)at 
the Bureau was advised of tiie entries In each case. 

We also raise the issue of these illegal entries 
because aside &cxn being violative of Fourth Amendment 
rights the entries ran the risk of Invadii^ a privileged 
relationship. 

We note in passing that the FBI continued to 
eoploy an infor ma nt in the SQjC despite the fact that 
the infon aan t conceded to agents that the informant had 
e±>ezzled some SCLC funds. The Bureau voiced strong 
disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal or 
disciplinary action weis ever taken with respect to 
the informant (ffij 134-11126-56, 57), 

B. Critical Evalijation of tiie Security Investigation 

In the area of domestic intelligence the mandate 
of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined. 

It is stated in die Code of Federal Regulations as follows 
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nsie FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential 
directive of Septenber 6, 1939, as reafflmed 
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943, 

July 24, 1950 and Dec&nber 15, 1953, designating 
the Fed^al Bureau of Investigation to talce 
charge of investigative work in natters relating 
to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities, 
and related matters (28 OH 0. 85 (d) ) . 

(Siven this charter and the history of the scnetines 

overpowering infltaenoe of the views of the late Director 

J. Edgar Hbover on his sibordinates and on suocesive 

Attcnneys General, It was vmderstandable tiiat a security 

investigation should be initiated into the possible 

influence of the Ocmounist Party, U.S.A., on Or. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. TWo of King's dose advisors, at the 

outset of the security natter, were reported to be 

Camunist Party nenbers by soinraes relied v^oh by the 

Bureau. 

The security investigation continued for almost 

six years until Tit, King's death. It verified, in our 

view, that one alleged Connunist was a very influential 
y 

advisor to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of 
King's leadership of the blade civil rights novenent of 
the early and midrsixties. Another t»d no such weight 
although he seemed to be of use to King. But this 
very lengtty investigative concentration on King and on 
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the principal advisor established. In our opinion, 
that he did not "sell** Dr. King any course of conduct 
or of advocacy vdiidi can be identified as connunist or 
'Tar^ line**. King, hiniself never varied publicly or 
privately fnxa his camiitinent to non-violence and did 
not advocate the overthrow of the government of the 
Uiited States by violence or subversion. To the contrary, 
he advocated an end to the discrimination and disenfran- 
chisement of olnoricy groups which the Constitution and 
the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We 
concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security. 

And die Bureau’s continued intense sixrveillance 
and investigation of the advisor clearly developed that 
he had disassociated himself &cxd the Cocnunist Party 
in 1963 because he felt it failed adequately to serve 
the civil rights movement. Thus the llnch-pin of the 
security investigation of Dr. King had pulled himself 
out. 

We think the securl^ investigation which included 
both physical and technical surveillance, should have been 
terminated on the basis of %diat was learned in 1963. 

That it was intensified and augmented by a OOINIELPRO type 
campaign against Dr. King was unwarranted; the OOINIELPRO 
type canpaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably 
in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), l.e. felonious. 
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The continuing security investigation reflects also 

^ ^ -— • evJ . _f - J e e f A.1- 

mac uie Aitwxney wenexai. ana ^ne uxvuwn cnsrgQO W2.un 
responsibility for internal security natters failed badly 
in «4at should have been firm supervision of the FBI *s 
internal security activities. 


IV. FECtItiENrATIONS 


A. As To The Harder Investigation 

Ihe task force does not fault the technical 
cco^tence of investigation conducted into the 
dead\ of Dr. King. We fomd no new evidence \Mch 
calls for action by State or Federal Authorities. 

Our concern has developed over adninistratlve 

I 

concocoltants of the crime detection tactics. 

1. the progress of such sensitive cases 
as the King Tnmrder investigation and the development 
of legally sufficient evidence to sustain prosecution 
are- properly the xjltimate responslbili^ of the Division 
of the Department having supervision of the kind of 
criminal prosecution involved. The Division head should 
delineate what progress reports he wishes, the Bureau 
should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of 
reports to serve its purposes, such as tiie protection 
of its public relatlcn efforts, or the prevention of the 
responsible Division of the Department from causing the 
Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does 
not approve, the Attorney General and his Assistants are 
the officers most accomtable to the electorate and they, 
not the police agency, rust maintain effective supervision. 
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of titter 
Dep ai 't men t authority over the FBI, we recocooend that the 
Bureau's public relations activities and press relations 
be controlled by the Attorney General's Office of Public 
Information. Clear directives to prevent the development 
of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors 

and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should 
be cleared through the Office of Public Information. 

3. The task force recooraends that in sensitive 
cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bureau without 
the closest coordination and consultation with tiie si^ervising 
Division of the Department. This sv^>ervl5ion by the Depart- 
ment should be as ti^t as the control and consultation the 
Bureau had with its Field Offices as eidiibited In our review 
of the assassination investigation. 

4. It was obser\^ that almost no blacks were In 
the FBI special aunt's corps in the 1960's and none In 
the Bureau's hierarchy. This undoubtedly had the effect 
of limiting not only the outlook and understandixig of the 
problems of race relations, but also must have hindered the 
ability of investigators to conmunicate fully with blades 
during the curder investigation. By way of Illustration 
had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office 
participating i^ly In the investigation of Dr. King's 
nurder, it is unlikely that the Interviews with 
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at least three black marbers of the Mesphis Police and Fire 
Departioent would have been overlooked. It is also very 
probable that black citizen "lead* input would have been 
greater. 

B. As To Ihe Security Investigation 

The task force was charged to address itself 
particularly to the question of v^ther the nature of the 
relationship between the Bureau and Br. King called for 
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other 
appropriate action. Our responses follow. 

1. Because the five year statute of limitations 
has long since nsi We CsiiQt reccraoeid criminal prosecutic^i 
of saxy Bureau personnel , past or present, responsible for 
the possible criminal harrassment of Br. King. (16 U.S.C. 
3282). !k) evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found. 

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging 
the security Investigation rested an the deceased Director 
of the Bureau and his imnediate lieutenants, some of whxo 
are also deceased and ^ remainder of yAxxa are retired. 

They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few 

. Bureau personnel had anything to do with the King security 

investigation and who are still In active service, did not 
- make cooxnand decisions and merely followed orders. We do not 

f 
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tiilnk they are the proper subjects of any dLscipli<)^t37 
action. Sane of the activities conducted, such as the 
tednical electronic surveillance, had the approval of 
tiie tiien Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately 
dealt with %diat authority rested in the executive branch 
to initiate such surveillance in the interest of 'V^tlonal 
security". Ue do not think the "leg men" in the Bureau 
should be held to an undefined standard of behavior, ouch 
less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer 
of the ^Tverziaent. 

Ihe Bureau's OOINIELFRO type activities, the Illicit 
dissenination of raw investigative data to discredit 
Dr. King, the efforts to Intinidate him, to break up his 
marriage, and the explicit and lapliclt efforts to black- 
mail him, vere not fully JoicMn to the Department, but were 
none- the- less ordered and directed by Director Hoover. 
Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director 
Sullivan and the Section Chief under him. 

Xn our view their subordinates were far ramved 
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the 
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director 
Hoover's overpoweriz^ and intimidating domination of the 
Bureau, they bad no choice but to isplement the Bureau's 
directions. Punitive action against the very few 
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reziaining subordinate agents would seen to the- task force 
to be Inappropriate in these circumstances and at this 
very late date. 

3. Ihe &xreai*s illicit surveillance produced 
tapes and transcripts concerning King and many others. 

Ihese may be sought by King's heirs and r^esentatives , 

Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public 
at large under the Freedcm of Information Act. We 
reccmmend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and 
sent to the National Archives and that thie Congress be 
asked to pass legislatiim denying any access to them 
whatever and authorizing and directing their total 
destruction along with the destruction of material in 
reports and manoranda derived frcm them. 

4. Ihe potential for abuse by the individual 
occi:;>ying the office of Director of the FBI has been 
anply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is 
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance 
and, secondarily, of the Congress to cversee the conduct 
of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern* 
msnt). We endorse the establlshnent by the Attorney 
General of the Office of Professional Kesponsibility on 
December 9. 1975, as an effective means for Intra-departmental 
policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent 



Senate Select Coomittee on Intelligence is an appro- 
priate agency of the legislative axm to oversee the 
perfonsance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro- 
fessional Fesponsibillty and the Senate Select Catunittee 
should be expressly designated in their respective 
enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to 
«hich Bureau subordinates may ccnoplaln, confidentially 
and vlth inQTunlty, of orders they believe to 

thr^ten a violation of the civil rights and liberties 
of citizens and inhabitants of the United States. 

5. It seers to us that the unauthorized malicious 
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should 
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC 
552a(i)(D). A felony penalty should be added. 

Parenthetically » It should be noted here that it 
should be made dear that it is ijqproper (but not criminal) 
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for the Bureau to bypass the Attorney General and deal 

directly with the White House. 

6. The tadc force leocnmends that the IBI have no 
authority to engage in OOINlEtPHO type activities which 
involve affitosative punitive action following Star 
Charter decisicns with respect to citizens or inhabitants 
(See 18 O.S.C. 241 and 242) . Me believe that the guide- 
lines %diich the present Attorney Gsieral has establis h ed 
to govern the FBI's danestic security investigations 
effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines 
moreover* ajpear to us to permit only strictly legal 
investigative technijues to be eiplcyed in full scale 
dotestic security investigations. This too we «idorse. 

The foregoing occprises cur report and reocmenda-' 
ticns. It is respectfully suJanitted. 
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EXHIBIT 3 
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Forr. J8S 

THE CITY CF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS 

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL 


autoDsv No. A55-152 . 

Service Vo-U fx. Wnsoltal No. 

Name Martin Luther Kine, 

JT. Ao. 59 

Date of admission _ 

UnKnowji-Approxi atcly 
Date and Hour of Death — 

Date and Hour of Autoosv 

4-4-6? 10:45 r,»L 


PMhnlooist rrc,5^’^rurt ar.a Frnuci'^ro Assistant 

\;heeked by Dfltg 4»n»5S 


FliCAL VATHOLOGICAL DIAGNO.’TS 


PUIMAT<Y 5F.1SS; 


!• Distant gunshot wound to body and face 

A. Fracture of right nandiblo 

B. Laceration of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian 
artery, rir.J^t 

C. Fracture of spins (T-1, C-7) 

D. Laceration of spinal cord (lover cervical, upper thoracic ) 

E. Subrmcosal henorrhay.e, larynx 

F. Intrapulnonary henatona, apex right upper lobo 

SECOMDAnY SERIES ; 

1. Remote scars as described 

2, Pleural adhesions 

5, Fatty change liver, ooderate 
4, Arteriosclerosis, codcrate 
S* Venous cut-downs 

6, Trachepstociy 

LABORATORY nh-niNT.S ; 

Blood Alcohol - O.Oli 
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EXHIBtT 4 







« 

Some Knavn Expenditures: April 23, 1967 

- June 8, 1968 

. *■ 



Section 

Serial 

Item . 

Amount 

Date 



71 

5246 

Kent for one veeM at 2731 
N. Sheffield; Chicago 

$13.61 

4/30/67 


« 

74 

5446 

1959 Chrysler; Chicago 

$200.00 

6/5/67 



74 

5413 

1962 Flynovith; East St. 
Louis 

$209.50 

7/14/67 



74 

5437X 

Bourgarde Motel; Dorian, 
Canada 

$17.28 

7/17/67 



19 

2192 

Kent for Apt. at Horkey, $150.00 

Apts., 2585 Kotre Dane Street, 
Montreal at $7S/tio; Montreal 

7/19/67 



60 

4692 

Suit at English Scotch 
Woolen Oonpany; Montreal 

$75.06 

7/21/67 



19 

2192 

Book ordered fren Future. 
Books in Ingle>rood, Calif.; 
Montreal 

$9.00 

7/'24/67 



17 

2068 

Ooxfrespondence course at 
Locksnithing Institute in 
NcM Jersey; Montreal 

$17.50 

7/28/67 

i 


74 

5402 

Grey Bocks Im fron 7/30 
to 6/5; Canada 

$195.15 

8/5/67 


9 

19 

2192 

Fonula for making glass 
purchase by money order to 
E.Z. Foonula; ^k)ntreal 

$1.00 

8/9/67 



74 

" 5400 

Granada Hotel; Dizmingham 

$4.50 

8/26/61 

i 

« 

21 

2324 

Rocro and board for one veek 

$22.50 

8/26/61 

f 

•> 

i 


6 

628 

1966 White Ford ^Jastang; $1,995.00 
Bizndnghara 

8/30/Cl 

( 


21 

2324 

Roctn and board; Bizndnghan 

$22.50 

9/2/67 


21 

2324 

Rxtn awl board; BimLnghara 

$22.50 

9/9/67 

) 


21 

2324 

Dance lessens; Bicninghaev 

$10.00 

9/12/C 


% 
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Section 

Seri&l 

Itan 

Aacunt 

Date 

21 

2324 

Boctn and beard; BictuLn^acn 

$22.50 

9A6/67 

21 

2324 

Roan and board; 

$22.50 

9/23/67 

9 

• 1135 

* « 

Camera equipment/ Superior $337.24 
BuUc Film Co. ; Birmingham 

9/28/67 

r 

18 

2U8 

Boon only; Birmingham 

$17.50 

9/20/67 

55 

1422 

.38 Caliber, Liberty 
Chief Revolver 

$65.00 

10/1/67 

75 

5496 

Hotel San rtancisoo - 
10/10; Acapulco 

$6.00 

10/11/67 

75 

5496 

Pancho Villa - 10/15; 
Guadalajara 

$3.20 

10/16/67 

7S 

5496 

Panedo Villa - 10/18; 
Guadalajara' 

$3.20 

10/19/67 

€9 

5150 

Hotel Rio at $4.80/day- 
10/19-U/6; Puerto 
Vallarta 

$91.20 

11/6/67 

69 

5150 

£lisa Arellano to rent 
apt. : Puerto Vallarta 

$48.00 

IV /67 

69 

5150 

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 
day - 21/7-11/13; Puerto 
Vallarta 

$43.20 

1V13/67 

6 

668 

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; 

$127.50 

U/lS/67 

6 

668 

Utilities at 1535 N. 
Serrano; Los Angeles 

$10.00 

1V20/67 

52 

4143 

Appoinbnent vith Dr. Kark 
Freeman; Beverly Hills 

$25.00 

1V27/67 

52 

4143 

l^^pointnent with Dr. Hark 
freeman 

$25.00 

• 

1V30/67 

52 

4143 

Appointment with Dr. Hark 
Freeman 

$25.00 

12/4/67 

52 

4143 

Dance lessens at National 
Dance Studio; Los Angeles 

$29.00 

12/5/67 

52 

4143 

Appointment with Freenan 

$25.00 

12/6/67 

52 

4143 

Dance lessons 

$29.00 

12/7/67 
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Section 

S-ariai 

Item 


3a*e 

m 

52 

4143 

Appointnient with Freenan 

$25.00 - 

la/n/ei 

52 

4143 

Dance lessons 

$29.00 

12/12/6: 

6 

22 

. 745 

2325 

Dance lessons 

• 

$100.00 

l2Aye: 

52 

4143 

Appoints^t vdth Freenan 

$25.00 

12/14/6: 

74 

5399 

Provincial Matel ** 12/17- 
12/19; New Orleans 

. $24.00 

12/19/6 

6 

22 

745 

2325 

Dance lessms 

$364.00 

12/21/6 

22 

2325 

Zockstdthing Institute; 
Los Angeles 

$15.00 

1/8/68 

22 

2325 

International School of 
Bartending; Los Angeles 

$20.00 

l/19/6( 

22 

2325 

International School of 
' Bartending; Los Angeles 

$105.00 

3/20/( 

. 22 

2325 

Pent at St. Francis Botel; 
Los Angeles 

$85.00 

l/21/< 

12 

1500 

Free Press of Los Angeles 

$4.25 

V29/( 

22 

2325 

Ioc5(smithing Institute 

$7.50 

V3V' 

12 

1500 

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail foiwaid- 
ing service 

$3.00 

2/3/6 

6 

668 

Bent at St. Francis Hotel 

$85.00 

2/21/ 

12 

1500 

Futura Books 

$6.44 

2/26/ 

12 

.. 1500 

Tiffany Enterprises 

$9.98 

2/26/1 

22 

2325 

Locksmithing Institute 

$7.50 

2/26; 

22 

2325 

Locksmith Ledger 

$5.25 

2/26; 

12 

1428 

Locksmithing Institute 

$15.00 

3/8/1 

8 

1033 

BodVWeek at 113 14th St.; 
Atlanta 

$10.00 

3/24, 
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EXHIBIT 5 



Serial . 

Itea 

ftircxT.z 

Data 

5502 

Flaniingo Matel 3/22; 
Seljna 

$8.00 

3/23/63 

1426 

loeJcsnithlng Institute; 
Atlanta 

$7.50 
• • 

3/28/68 

5725 

Ttavelodge M3tel; 
Blmirgham 

$8.48 

3/29/68 

432 

Purchase of rifle 
Birxningham 

$248.59 

3/29/68 

1033 

Roan in Atlanta 

$10.00 

3/22/68 

630 

Rexall Drugstore; VIhitehavani 
Term. 

$1.83 

4/3/68 

327 

Rooning house on Main St. ; 
M3tiphis 

$8.50 

4/4/68 

46 

Binoculars; Metphis 

$41.55 

4/4/68 

4454 

R&itA^a^ At 962 Dundas St.; 
Toronto 

$9.00 

4/16/68 

4454 

Round trip airplane ticket; 
Toronto 

$345.00 

5/2/68 



J?u‘^52A?L^ 


Section 

68 


Kncvn Inema 


KS! 72 . 1957 - Jur.e 8> 19S5 


Serial 

5100 


Payroll checte fron Indian Trail PesUurant 
Winnet3ca, Illinois 


May 7 
Mey 14 
May 21 
May 28 
June 4 
June 11 
June 18 
JUne 25 


$ 57.69 
84.89 
84.89 
84.69 

69.63 

89.63 
95.19 
77.53 

$664.34 
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EXHIBIT 6 



READING BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bishop t Jim. The Days of Martin Luther Klng« Jr. C.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, Rev York, 1971 • 

Frank, Gerold. An American Death . Douhleday A Company, Rev York, 

1972. 

Hoeh, Paul, and Scott, Peter, and Stetter, Russell. The Assassinations , 
Dallas and Beyond . Random House, 1976. 

Hule, William Bradford. He Slev the Dreamer . Delacorte Press, 

Rev York, 1968. 

McMillan , George . The Making of an Assassin . Little Brovn A Co . , 

1976. 

Selgenthaler, John. A Search for Justice. Aurora Publ., 

Rashville, 1971. 
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• ' unite© states cov .>ient 

Memorandum _ 

»R. A. R0SEX.<? 

rfpi 


^ «• 

A yy 

■„o« t _i®. 0. H. sarmaA^m 

1 . ■ 
suajEcr: 


m 

/ Date: 


MARTIN LUTiHLR KING. JR.; 




# 






•% 
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Mcaoraaduni to Mr. Rosen 


> - 

Ji^artin Luther jCin?^ Jr._ 

Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., 
who led bus boycott in Montgonery, Alabama, and^ 

[tions ■ has been associated with f^ational Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 'People and Congress of Racial Equality. 

[has not been inve!^ J^gLLgdJ>y,Jh.Cwf^^^ 

'bureau *fi\cs^TCy^_tT'^ing "^Woked 

Senate 

Young Socialist 

I ^League campaign on ocnaii oa vac moo w* *mw*.»w , 

• , • 

King in 1950*s mentioned as* potential victim of assassin- 
ation plot and' inJL957_atXcnded-Co!.«nunUt Partv^ 

— __j rMnftri-rtffv »ave closln? SDCccl>. kiiig Prcsidcnt of 


-H: 



I* 


•lAOtlon plot and' inJl957_atXcnxled-Cot.ununist 

illlscminar and ren ortedfv gave closing spccc >. King I resident of 

U» ^ n .^-/t 








Mc:aor«'n‘iufii to Mr, Rosen* 



II 


Davis. Jr.. CoLraunist Party official, for givinjc blood when he 
was in a hospital following assault. Xing in I960 indicated his 
support for Comittcc to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell (cited 
bv House Coruaittec on Un~A:aerican Activities (KCUA) as coanunist 


rJ'OnX^ UilU Xil xyux A.U 1,11^ 


fflAAWf* 


for integration of FBI to help speed integration. King attended 
occtings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabama’, 5-21-61, 


EXHIBIT 8 


EXHIBIT 9 



VNfTFO SIATES OCVERNMF 


Memorandum 


<V 


TO 



H. Belmont 


date: August 30, 1963 


£vns , 

G«»v ^ 


ntoM 


o 


Mr. W. C. Sull^iiT 


TmI J 
Tmi«f « 
T*U, 




•UBjEcr: COUiiUNIST PARTY, USA 

* NEGRC) QUESTION 

is-c“ A 

• c ** .' ' • ( 


“I ! f *' » ■ . .1 


Reference is made to. the enclosed material’ on vrhlch tlie 
Director has written: 'This memo reminds me vividly of those 1 

received when Castro took over Cuba; 'Yo}i contended then that Castro and 
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists. Time 
alone proved you wrone. I for one can't ignore the memos re King, 

et al as. having only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Kegro by the Communists." 




The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about 
elleving the evidence was not sufficient to determine so.me years ago 
ithat Fidel Castro was not a commuhlst or Under communist Influence. On 
jinvestigating and writing about communism and the American Kegro, we 
•had better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. 


I 


I do think that much of the difficulty relating to the nemoran 


dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
woi’d "inf l uence." We do not have, and no Government agency or private 
iorganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence" 


this particular context, even. when we know it docs exist such as in 
>the case of the obvious influence of ^ 

over Uartln Luther King and King* s'"£nil’uenc‘S^ver”other KegTo 
leaders.' Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful 
demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of 
Negroes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the ^ 
,most-,dangero us N egro o f the future in this Nation f rom. ^he..st andpoinrh' j 
j 9 f-. communism ,_.thg Xcgi To^ and ' nationa^_sfff»urt t v . .. ft 

t on determining membership of Negroes in the CoramuiSIst Fatty, 
e are>not confronted with the same pi’oblem. ' We do have here accurate 
yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are 
(Very exacting. This moans there are many Negroes who are fellow- 
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knov^ingly or unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
^communist principle still holds: "Communism must be. bull t with non- 

jcommunist Therefore, it may be unrealistic -to limit ourp4’'‘vas a 

iwo have been Moing to legalistic .^proof or definitely conclusive lucncc 

' 


Enclosui 
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Jicmcrandum for Hr. Belnont 
aS: CC11MUNIS7 PASTY, USA 

KECSO QUESTION 
100-3-75 


I that would stand up In testimony _ln_cou^t or before Congressional 
I conml'^ees that tho ComnvTnist Party, USA, does wield substantial 
I Tdf luencV over Negroes which one day could become decisive* ^ 

• 

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
.while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did 
suffer from such limitations, .These limitations we will make every 
* effort to lift in the future. The great amount of attention this 
‘Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro 
should enable us to do this* ... 

* ^ * 

For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro - 
communist question talces up as a whole the time of one supervisor and 
during the past few weeks four meb have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on conununlst 
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the 
. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are m'jnorands 
and reports; (^) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli- 
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 2r>, 
1963, (149 copies of this- Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government]^ (5) much material on the issue Is given to Agents at 
Zq-Servlce; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division 
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro March 
on Washington and issuing instructions for Increased coverage of 
communist influence bn the Negro* ^ ^ 

, * . As the memorandum pointed out, **tbis Nation is involved in a. 

I form of faci al revolution and the time h as never _been so right..for 
I e xplo ita tip h of^ the Negroes^ by_coramunist propagandists. " Nineteen millior 
Heroes constitute the greatest single facial target of the Cotanunist 
^rty, USA. This Is a sombre reality we must never lose sinht of* Ve 
.will do everything possible in the troubled ^future to aeVeiop for the 
i Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis* 
/Psrty, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence 
I of communist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of 
I Negroes* , ^ ‘ 

We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis* 

18C0MMENDAT10N ; 

For the information of the Director. 



0 


* . >-'t4 

. r •• »» 


UNI'I LI) Sr.Vl Kb GC RNMKNT 

Memorandum 


/9 ' 5^' 



rj 


✓ 


TO 

: Ur. W. C. 

*1* 


i 


ntOM 

: Ur. F* J. 


V • 

UATK: September 16, 1963 /" 

/'K-'-SKr 


,0. 


tucjtciVcoin-nJNioT party, us^. 

HEG2Q-QUK5TI0:i 

COilliUlilST I1.TLU2XCE IW RACIAL HATT5RS 
IKTZPJiAL SECURITY - C0r.!UmST 


IW* 


I 


This incnorandum recomnends IncrengocV cove ra<ie_o f con nun lst 
■ influence on the Kci^ro. The iiistor;* of the Conaunist Partjs b?A 
. "is r'^nK .’X e”T nth its attennts t o e>:n'*o j.t. I nflu enc e Rt^d 
I recruit .thc'ile'jro, 'iho lIar'cTi”on Washington, 3-2S-63, was a striking 
cxa5pTc“or“ vrcirX'Dmmun 1st activity as Party leaders early put into 
motion efforts to accrue gains for the CPUSA from the March. Well- > 
docunented information concerning the Party’s influence on a priucipal 
March* leader, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is but an example. 

The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging from 
several national functionaries headed bylJlFUSA General Secretary Gus 
UallT to oh.ny ran2;-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party’s 
favorite target (the Kegro) today. 


All indications arc that the liarch was cot the "end of the 

I line" and that the Party trill step up its efforts to explit racial 
unrest and in every possible way claim credit for itself relating to 
any "gains" achieved by the Kegro. A clear-cut indication of the 
Party's designs is revealed in Its plans to hold a highly secretive 
\ leadership mooting in Kovonber, 1963, which will deal primarily with 
I the Kegro situation. This meeting is to be preceded by aiius Hail7 
I "barnstorming" trip through key areas of the country to meet Pajj^ty* 
Ipcpplc and thus bettor prepare himself for the November .jBeeti^,' 

[ The entire field is being alerted to this si^uhtloir^n a 
pi'oposed SAC Letter (attached). The field is being ins.truct,od to 
Intensify our coverage of communist influence on the Negro Jtry giving 
fullest consideration to the u*:e of all possible investigative 
techniques. In addition, the flvlcl is •beiniT.'*told to intensify its 
coverage ol those cotjsunlut fronts through which the Party channels 
Its influence and to intensify its ii;ve:;tlgations of the many Party 


members and du.ncs who engage i.-. activities on behalf of the Party 
in the Negro field. }*:.rtn*.T , wo ar*.* uirecolng 'thc* urgent need for 


I 


Imaginative* and •••iivi* t.*. rtlc?: i** h** utilised through our Counter* 

iotclligcr.co ri-« .*!»♦* *:* ?.»gr.oa i*j uttcr.pt to tieutrallze or 

disrupt the Party’s activities i« the hegi*© field. Necessity for 
prompt handling of all facets ot this natter to insure timely dlsscml* 

is also being 


nation to the Mepartacni aiui ® created* -a »j®nclos. is— aJ.s< 

cmphaslnciL ; : / 

100-3-iic/ ^ ^iOCTic. wn ' 

1 - (Crt-A, |..*5ro itm) . 
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IfemorAndun to Ur. Sullivan 
RS: COMLTJHIST P;\RTY, USA 
MEGRO QUESTION 

COIHRINIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
0.OO-3-1i£) 




The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 
to Eubait to the E*jreau, within 30 days, an analysis of tiieir 
current covorage of conununist activities in the Ncsro field plus 
details of theix^ plans for intensification. Also, those 1C 
offices particlpatlnff in the Counterintelligence Progran on a 
regular basis are being required to Include in their next monthly 
letters due. 10-15-63 their plans to neutralise or disrupt Party 
activities in the Negro field. . 

HECOUUEITDATION: 

y 

• If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 

the field as above and urging full implementation so that the 
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are 
.^necessary Manual changes . ^ 





EXHIBIT 10 



! / 
f 


A/ 

✓ 






Mvir _ 

C»;>f«« — 
Cc*?rs/_ 


. * , ^ 9/18/C3 

* • 

* « 

• • • * .' 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Vlt£z 


/Tr!r. 

' Cu^, 


^ While the aUachcd memorandum 
• ^ bears the initials of i.Ir, BauiJij.';;irdner, 

it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by Mr. Sullivan. ' 

! It should be understood that 
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belnu»i:t 
read the memorandum and agreed witli it 
prior to its submission. , ^ r* -» 

Enclosure • /<■- g 

. .» •* jf Clyde Tol son ' 

OeXi-v. 




f — 1^7 I \ / I. 1 — ^ 

oC?3t.' * (. > '<a* o.«^* .... 

Utw.*-- / •-<: 1^7^ .-V rsJ^sL 


L 
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EXHIBIT 11 



o 


To: Mr. A. H. Bolmont 




Tromx Ur. W. C. Sul] 

G 

Re: COlitlinnST PARTY, UjSA 

HEORO QUrSTXOK 


■ f* 








’ ri I* 


^y \ 'At. M 

[•y.r. c.' • ' 

Jtr. iv.;.,. • • 
.? Mr. C".r^i- 

L- /| f ■ - 

Date; September 25, ISCvi y;; £ 7 ' “ 




cc:o::uj:ist uirLURixs ik racial hatters 


1/ 


Mr* 


Mn 


Ur 

Trie, Kwj— 

Uiu 

Ulss 


J[NTEi;UA\L SECUTvlTY - C 
Predication: 


Reference is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/1 6/ 63 
and to the attached proposed SAC Letter. 


On returning from a few days leave 1 have been advised of 
the Director's continued dissatlsCactiox: trith the mannsr in which ‘ 

I we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. 

I memoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very 
' disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division 
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to do 

1 everything possible to correct our shortcomings. Ti’e absolutely will 
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be 
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this matter. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 
until there was a clarification and a meeting of minds relative to 
the question of the extent of communist influence over Negroes and 

I their leaders. Xn this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely . 
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that 
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record.. 


Common Agreement : 


.a 


First, I am sure we all are in agreement. on the following 
which was in both the cover momorandun and the detailed brief 

I a'ttached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has 
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence 
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial 

( target of the Communist Party, USA; X3) Negro leader Martin Luther 
King, __ ‘ .does have as an cxtroa^^lv important 

advisor . : (4) we 


are right now in this nation engaged in a form. of social -revolution 
and the tine has never been so right for exploitation of the 
^ Negroes by communist propagandists; and (5)^ythe Communist Party 
." could in the future make prodigious strldcs'and great successes wit) 
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national securit; 
lo addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pngi 
of specific examples of communist policies. pfoarame-And-activltlcs 

Enclosures Jh 
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ilcooraaduai for Mr. Belnoct 

BE: coiii;u:iiS7 ?Ar.TY, usa i 

KEGRO QUESTION 

COailimiST IltTLUENCE IN RilCIAL HATTERS . 

•bowing communist involvement in Negro racial matters i& this nation, 
relative to which we can all agreo. 


Essence of the Situation: 


The essence of the situation seems to be this: We 

presented what facts there are in our flics in the Drlef in question 
and I know that the Director certainly v.'Ould not want us to do other 
than this. *Tho position taken at the time the Brief was written was 
that^ while there Is communist influence being exerted on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, lt^,has._not_rcached__th^ pol^^cf jccntr<^„or 
domin ation . \ This bistoricaX*i>'*haii”bccn"'tho‘~posi.tion of the liureau 
in "mat r in light of file reviews going back ten to twenty 
years . av-c'^ iAjrt-jV6% - 

~ in irfuf . 


The Historical I^sltlon: 


For example, in a detailed document prepared on Cosuaunist 
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find 'the statement referring to "the 
failure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number 
of Negroes in the United States to its number." Another exai^ple is 
to be found in an analysis in this same field prepared by the Bureau 
in 1956. to the effect that co&munist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
on aTstate or national level" in infiltrating "legitimate Negro- 
fraternal. protest and Icprovcnent organisations," although they made 
'United success in some "isolated chapters." The Director *s book, 
Masters of Deceit, published in 195.3^ states: "It became obvious 

that the Party, Respite gi*cat efforts, had failed to win over even 
• significant minority of Negroes." In 19G0 the Director's statement 
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United St.ates Senate , reads: 

"It is no secret that OX ox O JL ia O A 

communistic efforts in this K.ition has been their failure to lure 
our Negro citizens into the Party." In 19G2 similar public statements 
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director 
under the date of August 23, 19C3, Uus historical position was 
restated and it was said, "One of the bitterest disappointments of 
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant 
number of our Negro citizens into the Party," This statement was 
set forth again in the cover memorandum which the Director marked. 


The point I wish to caUo hero is this: The fact that this 

ban been our historical position in the Bureau for many years is no 
: re ason to assume that It Is t h«» ro rr.»ct p osition at this tlme .~as~Tho 
Erector has cle.iriy oxplrri;- -o. and eoncitions change and, as 

tho evidence mounts, naturally we need to change our position along 
*ith this evidence. 




♦ » 


I ‘ Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 

I RS: COV-MUJilST PARTY, USA 

WSGitO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL HATTERS 


Interpretation : 

As we know, facts by themselves arc not too meaningful, 
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the same stones put in the lorn of a sound edifice. It is 
obvious to fxs now that we did not put the proper interpretation uoo 
the facts which we gave to the director. 


Martin Luther King : 

Wo have been aware of the communist Influence for nearly 
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christia 
Leadership Conference, and In the comprehensive memorandum entitled 
"Communist Party, USA, Kegro Question, " dated 8/23/63 we set out 
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this 
. country have had subversive connections in their backfcrounds and 
I that' Martin Luther Klnz. Jr., has been dealing with 

. ^ As previously 

stated, we are in complete agreement with the’Uirector that 
communist Influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr. , 
land that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have 
stated before in a memorandum, wc regard Martin Luther King to 
be the most dangerous and effective Negro leader in the country. 

In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward 
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have 
information the Party plans tx> intensify its efforts to exploit 
The racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence among 
the Negroes. 


1 
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Ueooroudua for Ur» Bel:nont 
BS: COIiMWaST PATiTt, USA 

NUGRO QULSTIOi; 

COJSUUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 


SAC' Letter to the Field 

I vould like to set forth here briefly why I think that 
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this: 

Wo need to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on apd^cave 
no stone un tufn ed to d evelop every and all facts which exist 
lathis nat ter ". Some of these~*f acts nay not yet have’ been 
uhe?>rthd(T'by our field offices, and will not be unless we 
follow up this matter evernore closely with then. My second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related 
to the present changing situation inthe Coomunist Party - Negro 
•relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there 
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of conmunist 
• officials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in 
this country. Further, they are meeting with successes. This 
should l>e so surprise to us because since the Negro march on 
Vashlngton on August 28 communist officials have been doing all 
possible to exploit the very troubled racial situation. As* 
they said weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to 
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. They are 
now lu full force acting upon this Intention of theirs expressed 
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given 
Instructions to Investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro 
activities. The SAC Letter in question will be a great help 
• toward this end, and it should result in our developing important 
. facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities 
, going on during the past few weeks in this entire field. 


Subject of Deep Concern 


May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 
Plrector expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations 
Vis a subject of ye:^^dqep^ concern to us in the Domestic lctelliger.ee 
lOlvlsioo, We are disturbed by thi s tmd ought to bo. 2 want him 

S' 

a 
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Ifemorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE; COiJjru’IilST PAr.TY, USA* 

NSGRO QUESTION 

C0M:RJNIST INFLUEKCS IN RACIAL WATTCUS 


to know that we will do evex:j'thln>j that is huuanly po:;:ilblc to 
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cocr.uniiJt penetration 
and influence over Negro leaders and their organiiiations. 


RECOLTMENDATIOMS r 

(1) That ^e Director reconsider giving approval for sending 
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field. 

JpC 

(2) In order that other agencies and proainont govornnont 
officials will he aware of the detexoined effortr. of the Coauunist 
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Director approves we 
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly thoac attempts 
to penetrate, influence, and control tho ircgro rovoRtat. Dy setting 
these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the reader cannot help 
but be impressed with the seriousness of tbo coasunlst activities. 








- 5 - 


- 174 - 


EXHIBIT 12 
(Classified) 
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EXHiBrr 13 
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10/17/ 


UR« TOLSON: 



:*The attached analysis of , 
i| Communism and the Hcgro Xlovement isT 
I highly explosive. It can be regai'cle- 
*la personal attack on Martin LutheiN^King. 
f || There is no doubt it will have a )reavy 
J| impact on the Attorney General and anyone 
else to whom we disseminate it. It is 
labeled TOP SECKET. However, even such a 
high classification seems to be no bar 
today to a leak, and should this leak out 
it will add fuel to a matter which may 
already be in the cai^ds as a political 
issue during the forthcoming Presidential 
campaign. 




The Sds»o«.Auuubi makes good reading and 
((is based on information from reliable sources. 

I Wo may well be charged, however, with 
expressing opinions and conclusions, parti- . 
cularly with reference to some of the 
statements about King. 

This memorandum may stable the ^Attorney 
1 1 General,* particularly in vicw>t)f‘i.his‘ past 
|| association with King, and the fact that we 
U are disseminating this outside the Department. 
• He may resent this , Nevertheless^,:; the 
‘ memorandum is a powerful warnin g “afr ainst 
C ommb f» 1 s t» inf luonce in the Ko ^ gro moy e nent. 
a'frC^'S^ij.i be carrying out our responsibility 
by nisscotinating it to the people^ndicated 
inythe^'attached memo ran dui ?, ' 




AHB<P^ 


/r^ ' j 
e OCT 23 1W3 


•r o 


V'. m' -i 


- 176 - 



EXHIBIT 14 



^CC i;» 1976 

g PG5*jJFW;vek 


Mr. Jones Bari Ray 
Post Office Box 13 
Brushy Movntain Penitentiary 
Petros, Tannassae 37845 

Daar Mr. Ray: 

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of tte Unlto5 
States czosted a task force for the purpose of reviewing 
the FBI's investigation of tha i^asasslnation of 
Dr. Mirtln Uzthar King, Jr. 

The task force Is now in the process of vincling 
its inquiry before sutnitting a final report to the 
Attorney General. However, we feel t'lat our inquiry will 
not be corplete unless wa give you an o pp e gt unity to state 
^ur participation, or lack of participation, in the 
ourdcr of Dr. King. 

Accordingly, we harety request, through your attorn^*, 
Jocnes H. lesar, Esquire, your consent to an IntcrvicFW by 
neirbers of the task force. If you shoidd agree to talk 
to us, our tire schedule rsguiros vs to arrange for the 
interview to taJea place hot 'later than Oacenber 31, 1976. 

Ploase let us kncM isnodiately whether you desire 
to be intervlewsd. 


Sincerely, 


Prod G. Poison 
Director 

Martin Duther King, Jr., Task ibree 


oc: Janes U. Xeaar, Esquire 
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prusljj ^cniicntiiirg 

^eiros, ^exm^ssct 37S43 


Mr* H. LttftT 

Attoraej at Law 
t231 fourth Straet, S.W* 
ffask. P.C* 


Peceabor 20| I 976 


re; Hmj t« Tenn* cr* ladictaest no. I66ii5; 
Sbslby countjTt Teaaossee* (19^3) 


Pear Jia: 


In respect to your letter aaylne that a justice depart&ent attorney, Kjr* 
Janes F. Walker, would like to interrlew ne eoneerninc the above lr 4 dict- 
■ent, I a^rec with your advice oppocinc the interview* It would appear 
that this would only be la the interest of the J.D* and their book writing 
collaborators, e. 5 ., Gerold FTsals, Osor^s McMillian, at al. 

If they had wanted to interview the defendant, under oath, justice had 
aaple opportunity in the 1974 K*C* hearing In keaphie, Teaneseee, through 
their Burroeate, r* Henry Hsile; and I understanu no representative free 
justice appeared as a witness at the hearinc* 

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a jury* 

I understand you to soy justice has not raad any of the trs. of prior 
heorines t* suits. Therefore 1*11 Include in the cc copy of this letter 
to justice a copy of a Conplaint that speaka to the HLK jr* Better with 
attached. elthoe I doubt if justice or their pxibllchlnc associates 

will bo interested in the Conplaint contents* 


ec: Janes F* Calker, 


Eaq* 



Sincerely: Janes e. Hay Ji'65477 
P*0. Box— 73 
Pstros, Tenn* 37343* 
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n TS 2 axiTSD s?\?23 'irroicT cca-» 

lOR^S SiSTSSa DISKICT CF ‘:2:!J2552£ 

vss 72 a:ixCivx:;io» 


JAMES E. rat; 


niLiBtifr 


TIKE XKC. 

OEOaCS KcfriLLIAS 

I. HENRI BAILS 

fILLiXM BRATF 0 P.D HBIS 

OEROLD FBAKE 

HOB. aOS£3T X. HcRAE 

BRSIDA 72 XICCI 0 T 7 I 

S«I«sd«Bta 


CiTil Action Bo 




I • 


? 

OOHPLAWT 


0 * 


\ 


/ • 


»« ALLEQAT 103 OF JOaiSDICTIOH: 

>• 

(a) JttrladleUoB of tho partito la tho btftla oubjoct aattor io B»o«d upon 
dlvordtj of dtlnonohlp and tba aaount la roeovarp* 

Plaintiff, acting pro aa, la a eltixan of tha Stata of Tannaaaaa undar "opar- 
atloa of Law" la tha anbjact nattar; dafandant TIMS lac. (hara-la-aftari TIME) 
la a dtizaa of tha Stata of Haw Toxh{ dafandant Gaorga KcMilUan (hara-ln- 
aftar,. MtiUlUan) .la a dtlaan of tha Stata of Masaachuaatta; dafandant *#. 
UmDgj. Halia. (hara-^lo-aftar, Ealla) la a dtixan of tha Stata of Tannaaaaa; 
dafandant Hilll^ Bratford Hula <hara-ln-aftar, Hula) la a eltixan of tha 
Stata of Alahana; dafandant Garold Frank (bara-ln-aftar, Frank) la a eltixan 
of tha Stata of Haw Tork; dafandant Son. Hobart M. Keltaa (hara-in-aftar, Judga 
NoBaa) la a dtlxaa of tha Stata of Tannaaaaa; dafandant Eranda Pallleclottl 
(hara-ln-aftar. Pallledottl) la a dUxan of tha Stata of Tannaaaaa. Tha 
•attar la eontrowaray axeaada, axelnolTa of intaraat and coats, tha aun of 
ton thouaand dollara. . < 

(b) Jnrladletlon foondad In tha[azlataaca of a fadord q^aatlon and tha aaount 


la eontrowaropt 
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fh* ACtiOB tflM* th« flttb, dzthf «b 4 fourt««stIi, wtadlaaBta to 

tb.« VBtitd St«t«o eoBBtlttttloa; O.S.C* tltlo 28 j 1331 (•)• >• h*r«*la- 
•ft«r Bof* full; apptBro< Tho uttar la coatzotaray axeaads, axclaal?a el 
iatapaat* aad aoata, th.a aaa of iaa thouaa&d dellara* 

(a) JurladletlOB fOuadad ea tha adataaea of a quaatioa wialac uadar parti<> 

aalar atatutas • i _ * • 

, ? - 

Tha aetlOB arisaa oadar Act 4»2 O.S.C.A. ^ 1983; O.S.C. tltla 28 £ 13^3 (4)> 

Aa b.ara-la-aftar aora fully appaara. 

* . 

THIS IS a AcnoR in libel a civil ncBTs vk^atxors. 

* ^ 

GBIEHAL BACKGSOUROt 

Oa April 1»tk 1988, Rav. Martin Luthar Sins Jr*, vaa dot . d klUad;in, 

Kaaphla Taanaaaaa; la Kay I 968 tLa plaintiff vaa ladletad by tba Shalby 
eoanty spaad Jury (er* ladletaaat ao* I88i^3} for aald ahoetlaf; ea Mareb 
lOtb 1989-plalatlff, allagadly through coardoa by hla attoraay, Parey 

a 

yoraaaa A tba proaacutlon, aatarad a fuH^P pl*a to aald cr. Indletaaat: ea 
Tabmary 2ad 1974 tba U.S. 61b clrealt court of appaala erdarad aa aTidant* 
lary baarlag Into tba elreuBatancaa of aald plaa. Bay Seaa 491 ?2d 283 
te*A.(, 1974; oa yabcuary 27tb. 1973 aftar baarlag aald oTidoatlary proeaadlnga 
tba n.S. filatzict court for tba V.O* of Taaaasaaa, Boa. Hobart K. HcRaa, pra> 
sldlns rulad agalaat plaintiff, Ray Roaa, C-74^166; on Kay 10th 1978 tba 
V*S. 6tb circuit court of appaala apbald judga KcRaa*s mllae in said aul- 
daatlary baarlag. Ray v. Roaa, C-73-1793* .. - 

PlalaUff, JAMES B. BAT, ouaa 

Oafaadanta, TIKE INC.; GEDRUS XcMILLlAK; W. BniBT BA2LE; HILLIAM BRATPORD 
BUIE; OEROLD nUNX; ROBERT N. HcRAS; BRBIBA PSXICCIOTTI, and allagaa: 

2. that vhlla awaiting trial In tba aforaaastlOBad cr* iadletaant tba plain- 
tiff coplad doaa froa racollactlOB laforaatloa ha bad salaad la bla 1987 
aaaoclatloaa, aaaoclatloaa iriilch laad to plaintiff balng cbargad andar 
Bald ladletBoat. 

. • ? * 

3* that a brlaf auaaary of aald racollactlona and tbalr aubaaquaat dlapod- 
tloa by plaintiff ara aa foUevat 
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(a) 4 \LTia 4 9 tt« of 99aTlo«aiat la 2i« vnt« dova 

qb a S 0 A 9 J rtciipt ljsa«d /orta froa th# Sheriff* a pTflc* of t)ip Shtltoy 

count Ttaoptstty icil laroraotioa vhich plalatlft bplltctd had a direct 

« 

hcari&c OB Bald cr« IndlctBant. Sat« £x~A* 

(h) the laforBatlOB conslatad of talaphona Buabtra L one mana Ir addrtaa; all 
wabarB wart vrlttan down backwards, lacludla^ the addrtaa* 

(c) the two ttlaphoaa Buobtra wart 11a tad aaxt to tba word ^^liatar’’p the 
tlrat balnc listed 1 b, Haw Orleans, LcuiaiaM; the aacond belB^ 1 b, Baton 
Boace, Louisiana* 

% 

(d) the addreaa la Hated under the Bane, Vera C« Staples* 

(a) the talephoaa Busbar Hated udar the Baton Rouge addreaa was furaiabed 
to plaintiff *a attorney, Percy PorsBan, who was representing plaintiff in 
said cr* Hdlctaent* 

(f) the addreaa was not iBweatigated antll plaintiff was incarcerated upon 
plaalng to said Indlctsent; a coapendluB of the poat trial InTestigatioa 
would Indlcata: the information eitad nbOTt waa glTaa to a St* Louis, Misa^ 

onrl, labor leader, and Infomad it pertained to the MLK Jr* ease, who app-* 
arantly 1b turn furniahad said Information to a BashwHla, ^ennaaaaa, ax« 
Attomaj to Inweatlgata; aald Attorney had aourcea in the State of Louisiana 
iBwaatlgata ^a natter and tharaeftar said Attorney reported the Baton Rouge 
Hated number raaldent waa under the InfLuanca of the Ttaaatara union; and 
‘ the Raw Orltana Hated number resident waa among other things an agent of 
m nldaaat orgaBiaation disturbed baeauaa of Dr* King’s reported fortheoning. 
before hla death, public support of the Palestine Arab cause* CRederencea to 
the adless If any waa unclear*) 

Cs) the plaintiff had coma by aald name A address shortly before eroaalng 
« 

tkt terdsr la RoTtabtr 1967 Cro* fljusaa, Mexico, lato the (Taitcd 

tk« vas Saadolph Ervla Soaaa, il80 V.W. RlTtr Drlva, Mla*l» Florida; 

*tkar rafaraaea was aada to a tXXkt a ehaek throo^ tha Xlaai dlraotory la 

• • * 

T970 ISIletad ae Sotaa Uatad with tha abova firat 1 aaeead aaaa; la 1973- 
7b a Chleaco, nilaola, raportar was qolrad aa -to ^a aaaa o£ a Boats who 
«ao aa oXnelal la tha 'rofratalTa LaboB Partj, tha raportar latar raspoadad 

said Boaaa* or Soaaas, aetlvltiaa wart aalalj la tha Raw Tork, Raw Tork, 

^ • 

anal shortly *thara'af tar aald raportar was sabstaatlatad by aatarlal plala- 
ittt racalwad ladlraetly fros tha Bos. Slohard Xehord a coacraanaa fros 



Mliaottrl; th«r*a£t«r am Attoratj la Oklahoaa Cltj, Oklaheaa, vas furalahad 
tha Itoaaa aaa« aad aikad 1£ ka could llad aaj lafonatioa ra tka aabjact 

« 

iMp lUw OrltaUp u4 l&Ton«dl th# subject «l^t a er* raeord; tbt itt- 

oraay'raportad back that tha aubjact*t laat aaaa aost Ukaly «aa» Reaabaoa, 
aad that ha had a cr» eoBvletioa la Raw Orltaaa, louialdBa* fadaral court fbc 
a Bareotlea wlolatloa; tharaaftar a Taaaaaaaa Ucaaaad Attoraaj procurad 
tha tr. of aald eoBWletloa; aubaaquaatly aaothae ehaek waa aada throuch tha, 
Rlaad., talapkdaa dlraetory which did llat a "Baady Roatadoa" but with aa 
add£tu diser«p«M7a * * 

Thmt pXmlmtirt iBtendtd tb« *boT« lufoniAtloa for oxcluolTt umm, aftor 
m tbrou^b lAToatlkatiOBg la a Jurj trial ujidar said cr» ladlctaamt^^-ratkar 
tbaa for eoaatrclalaiac ia tho eouuBlcatloaa iaduatrj-*and la ceaaoquaiiea 
vlthkald parts thsrsof froa plalatiff’^a er«. Attorasys, wbo wart SBassbsd 
wltK dsftadaat (mOTellst) VllUaa Bratford Huls Im eoaasreial publlahiac 
Bsaturss: tat) Attormsj Arthur Baasa ar., wbo Imstdlatsly upca sutsrluf tbs 
suit coatraetsd wltb dsfoadsatg. Euls aad Zad)^ Attorasj Ptrcj Fbrsaaa^ wbo wblls 
aot sattrlac into Utsrarp coatracts wltb Hols util Jaauarr 1969 r 
aoatbs aftsr Fbrsaaa*s utsrlma tbs solt^ Nr» fbrsaaa did aot qusstioa plala«* 
tiff about aald lAforaatloa or atb sr aapscts of tbs er# ladlctasat->*->bscauas 
of kla (fbreau*a) adalttsd trial prsparatloa asthoda — util Fsbruarr 1969*.* 

9* That la Fsbruarj 19^9» aftsr Psrcp fbrsaaa bad satsrsd Into Utsrarj 
eoatracta with dsfsadut^ Ruis^ plalatlff furnlabsd Attorasj Forsaan with 
tbs abows asatloasd^. Batoa Bouts ^ phoas aubsr ud aaksd hla to luTsatitats 
la eousctloa wltb tbs KLK Jr» boalolds* Shortly tbsrsaftsr ^r« fbrsaaa 
rsplisd la sffset that If tbsrs wars to bs any tslspbons aubsra rsfarsd 

i 

to* la court bs (Ibrsau) aould furalabwtbsa tbroutb coatacto la latsratats 
Caabllat-^'Hra Fbrtau asailoasd a» Mr- Mtysr Laaaky^ aa bla aourea*. 

w 

that attbawqutatly, after thw proooeutloa aad Party Ibrcaaa had aaaeuwtrad 
plalatlff lata aatarlac a plaa to aald ladle tacat, tha plalatlff oa March 

a 

11th 19^9 *aa chaekad late tha Taaaaaaaa Stata paaltaatlary-»4raahwllla 
Braach— aad tbarala all ^alatlff*a paraoaal property lacludlaf tha paper 

S 

hartla attached aa EX>A, aad laelndlas lacoalac lacal h paraoaal lattara 

a * 

IMllad to aald prlsoa, ware eoaflseatad from plalatlff. Two or thraa daya 
_ later after dlaeuaslas briefly with Stata eorraetloas eoaalBsloaar, SarrjT 
Awary, the lattara laeladlac CC-A ware rataraad to plalatlff by aald. 
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Coaaltdoaar, Itrrj Avar7« (axeapt for a thla llao elrellac ios« vritiaea 

tk« preportjr «««a«4 la erdor* 

^ « 

7X that prior to Tlatatlff's txaaafar to tho afortaoBtloaod paaitaatlarr, 

« • 

Ceinlaaloaar Iftf, tha lata OoTamer of Taaaaaaaa, Uoa. Buford EUlagtoa, 

and OoTtnior BLUnston’a adalniatratlTa asaiatantt Kr*-Villiaii L» Barr/^ 

Bad daeidad and conolttad to writ ing (aaa^ Avary taatiaony ia^ Pajf Ta» Ruaa- 

aU. Q.8. Slao C%. MaD* Ta« C1 t« AeUon no« $990» 1970)Plaintifr a traat* 

aaat upon antarlna aald panitaatiarjiia^ arbitrary lodflns of Plalntifr in 

aoUtarj confinanant ianadiatalx upon bia antarina priaon* 

% 

9* that tboroaftor oo (Kareh 13r ^9®) «h«a plaintiff eeaatnead patltlonlaf 

tho trial court for a ao« trial uador said Indlctaent, Coaoiaaloaar ATorj 

attaaptad to parauada Plaintiff asalaat saakla( a trial undar aald ladlctoant 

and aftar falUax that lafomad Plaintiff that ha vould herar ha ralaaatad 

% 

fron aoUtory confln^naat afaUa ho (hvary) *aa corractlona eoaaladoaar. 

9> that la. tha auecaadlnc yaara until tha praaant Plaintiff haa baan arbi- 
trarily lockad in aolltary eonflnaaant/aagragatlon for approdaataly flTO 
yaara» durlnc vhleh tlaa thalr haa boon aaaaral auleldaa by prlaonara baea 
auaa of tha harahaant of tha eonfiaaaaat Including tao (2) ^o buraad thaa- 
•claaa to-daath. Saa, EX~B. 

a^ i' 

1Q« tbnt aftor tho oforraontionod plon by Plaintiff tho trial JudfOp Ron* 
Proaton Battlo, dopartod fron H^pbio^ Tonnooaoo^ for a Taeation and wbilo 
on aaid Taoation tbo than OoTomor of Tannoaoaop Bon. Buford UllnstOBy 
upon loarnl&d of Plaintiff** of fort to rocoiTo a jury trial undar aaid in* 
dletaant^ diapatcbad Stata offleiala to locatad Judga Battla to of far bln 
.-*tba naxt Appallata Judgabip Tacaney if tha Jud*a aould deny Plaintiff a 
trial undar tha patltion rafarad to in parasrapb-8 aboTO. . . 

if'* that on or about March 12th 1969 in. tha prison atgragation building 

Plaintiff vas confrontad through a rud# ty facial agant» Fobart Janaan 

• 

Of tha Haaphia, Taaaasaaa, fadaral burtau of InToatagatloa effleo. Tho 
thrust of **r. Jtasaa'a coavoraatloa was aaekiag eooparatloa of Plalatlff 

a 

in furtharalag tha nx InToatlgatloa of said cr« ladietaaat* than Plaintiff 
rafUaad tha eooparatloa offor’Mr* Joaaaa upon dapartlag said Plaintiff could 
aivact plaintiff Brothars (John h Jarry Kay) to Join hla In pxiaon, or aords 
' to that offoct, tharoaftart '183* 



(•) slAlBtirr's brother p ivrtj v«* lAttaldattd to tb* asttat 
that b« had to roalcn hla job la tb« Cbleaco* XUlaels, arta; ■uhi' 
soqaoatly aftor forclag hla troa hla job tho FBI. attoaptod to fraao 
him tor auaoreus erlaoa* * 





\ 




i; 

t 



1 % 


I 





f 


<b) plaintiff's othar hrothOTp Joba Hafp was arrastad by pollea 
vhila driTlag his ear in the St. louiSp Niso^axip araa sad subsoqusat" 
ly ehargad by tha FBI for aiding sad abattiag a baak rebbary. Triad 
and cOBTletad alth a dsraadaat ahoa tho goTamaaat allagad aetnally 
rebbad said baak, Joha was glwaa 18 years and tho allagad robbar 10 
years; upon appeal tha allagad robber's eoawletloa was ravarsad by tha 
6th V.S. circuit court of appeals because the fruits of as iUegaly 
search 4 saisura was used against his; boweTerp the 8th circuit ruled 
thef tha fruits of. the illegal sacxeh was not ground for ravarslBg 
John Bay's easa baeasua tha allagad aTidanco (stolaa aonay) was not 
takaa froa hla; upon ro»trial tho alleged robbar was aequitad; su^ 
saquoatly aaothar dafaadaat ia tha robbery was charged aad antarad a 
plea for three (3) years which was latar reduced to alghtaan aonths 
by the goTeraaent. 

12. That ia June I9S9 Plaintiff filed a civil actloa la the Onlted States 
Oistrlet court for the H.D. of' Teaaeasea seeking to void contracts batwaan 
plaintiff, the aforaaontionad Percy Pbreaan, sad defendant. Hula. In stt- 
aapting to have said civil action (Coaplalat) disnlssed, thus neeeasitat* 
lag the refiling by Plaintiff ia the 9.D. of Tennessee, the defendants 

ittsmey the late, John J. Booker sr. , of the Davidson county Tennessee 

♦ 

bar. Illegally procured Plaintiff's ontire prlsoa record, including doelclo 
laforsatihn, froa tha aforaaontionad corrections cooalssioaar, Barry Avery, 
sad was thus sbla to hava said Coaplalat dlsalssad ia tha H.D. of Tanaassaa 
aad refUed la tha W.D. (civil action no. C-89-199) before Judge McRae, 
because of said doalele inforaatlon. 

% 

}3* That thereafter in -civil action ao. C-69'199 one of Judge McRae's 
ialtlal ruliasrwas that said action would be decided by depositio n rather 

thaa live testiaony^subsequeatly the Judge disaissed the suit on notion - 
of ..the defendwts. * 

14. That followiag the United States Sixth circuit court of appeals ruling 
on February 3rd I974 ordering an evidentiary hearing into the clrcuastances 
Of Plaintiff's aforaBantloned guilty plea under said ladietaent defendant. 
Judge McRga, again ascused jurisdiction to conduct said hearing (civil 
action bo.&- 74~166) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, tha 
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aforMMtioixpd Ftrcj Forpsu ^ dpfpadpAt HuIp^ vould not happ to uadprco 
llw tpptiaoay, only d epo Jud^p aeeospUshpd tills It^sl aanpu* 
mr bj ^ttUag tbs Plslatift^s subpopna powprs ^prt Ilaltpd to a 100 ailp 
radius of Ktapbls^ Tpanpsspp* 

Aat Jud^p HcRap forthor proludlclsl ti arbitrary actlosa If luctloaa 
llstpd bplos pffpctiYply dlalnisbpd thp FXalatlff’s rlabt \mdpr tbs Unltad 
St«tps Suprpap court aandato for a full aud ^qtiltablp aridputlary hparlDsi 

t, 

(a) tb# court rulpd la offset P at tbs sollcitatloA of tbs 

Statons Attompy» dpfpndant ffall#--sbo had eoaplalnsd to tbs court that 

tbo press was ur^lur tbs Stats to ask esrtalB questions of Plaintiff— that 

GsBsral Sails could Inquire of nslatlff'o slipped inforaatioti he (plaint* 

Iff) proTlde said Percy fbreaan concernlna otbsrs persons allegedly culpa* 

bl# aader said cr« Indlctasnt* Ibsrssfter^ altboe Plaintiff did refer to 

lAforaatioa described abowe as being clTsa to Mr* fbressa by Plslntlffi end 

wlthla tbe eonfliies of the abowe court ruUng» neither defendant. BallSt 
« 

er^ Judge KcHae questioned Plaintiff In the natter* 

(b) Judge McBae In concert with defendant. Pelllceiottl. has con* 
slstently— despite petitions froa Plslntlff^e counsel. Janes S» Lessr— 
declined to forward to the S*S* 6th circuit court of appeals relsTant li 
noesssary portions of ths transcript in said sTldentiary heanng: specif* 
ICslXy. the deflnltlTp portions of said transcript ewldeselng. Percy Forensn 

^nfter^inTatation. refused to offer 3Llwe testluony In said swldentlary hear* 

lag; and thus throu^ thslr dsletsrlous Inactions In tbe tr* natter contrl* 

bated substantially to ths 6th circuit dsclsloa against Plslntlff therein* 

* 

k 

f' (e) Jade* MelU* lpior«d a pttliloa to tak« porpotuatlng tostl- 

noay. filed after said eeidentiary hearing, froa defendant. Hule. Hr* Kule 

¥ 

bsiag a principal character herein* 

1% tbat prior to said ofldaotlary boarla., Jad.* KeSaOt ■iaXtod Or ott> 
•aptod to aloload Plalatixr'o Toaaooooo er> eouBaol aa avldaaead \ij • 

■arlao of lattaro Plaintiff raealvad fron aald Co\inaal (Mr. Robart I. 
LlvlJicoteB} laplrta. that duria. aararal aoeouattro with Judga KeRaa ha 
. (Uriacatoa) waa laad to haliava tha court n* aTapathatle to Plalstift'a 
oaao and thus a ai^orua praaaatatioa bp Plalatiff^a couaaal aould not ba 
Aoeasaarp or daairabla* 



16. thtlr ^tllelxAd th*t, Judft Mc84t, i« 

•or* co&e*ra*d with tk* political *ff*et« of hia d«eialona than tha 

lav. Saa, XX— C. * * 

• 

17. ttat t&* dark of tka eeort dafaadant, PalUeciotti, daraia said 
avldaatlarp kaariap *a* eoaductad aetad in eoaeart'vlth, Jud^a McBaaf 
ia OaeUalac to prapar* aad forward tr. aatarialf daserlbad ia paraprapk 
IVk atovo, to tb* 0.8. aixtk cireriit tkos eeatrlkatiap sutataatiallp 

* to tk* aixtk cireoit daaTiag Plaintiff roll a f oador aaid oTldcotlarp 

kaarlBf. • ^ 

18. Tkat dafaadaatf Kall*« do was ik* Stata'a cklaf eeonaal in th* afora- 
■aatioaad aaldantiarp kaarlap, but ia now la private praetiea, baa lib*l-> 
ad Plaintiff bp aldlap tr abattlas dafandaat, KeXmiaa, la McKllllaa** 
praparlap t anthorlnp tk* aforaaaatloaad artllc* for dafaadaatf TIMS. 

’ , t . 

, * 

^ 19. That dafaadaatf McMllUaBt laforaad Plaintiff** brOthar, Jarrp Rapy 
of hi** (RCMlUlaa* a) ralatioBahlp, with dafandanty Ball*. 

# 

20 . Tkat l a 1 9?5 dafaadaat, Hall*y appaarad vltk dafandaaty McMl ll lany 

at th* Taanaaaaa Stat* paaltantlarp— Naakvlll* Braach— vkaraln KeHllllaa 
raqaaatad vardaay Jana* B. Roa*y a paraoaal frlaad of Bailay to eoataet 
Plaintiff and aak if k* voald eonaant to aa iatarvlav bp. HcMilllan. 

Warden Boa* did forward aald latarvlaw raquast to Plaintiff which Plalatiff 
daeliaad aad, tharaaftary Bail* k MeMilUaa viavad tk* aolitarp coaflaaaaat 
balXdinp wharaln Plaintiff waa kousad. 

.21:. That defandaat, Hall*y whU* aaat. att. pan. for tka Stat* of Tana- 
***** aavaral tiaaa publielp eriticlaad court daeisionB unfavorabl* to kls 

* .ia a aannar aupsaatlnp k* waa attaaptlap to iatieidat* Jadpacy acta for 
which h* Bubaaquaatlp waa dlmiadad froa tk* A. 6. 'a office by tb* Att> 
eraay Gaaaral for tka Stat* of Taanaaaa*. 

22. That la tk* Jaaaary 26y 1976* laaa* of nKS aapazlB* (XX— p) under 
tk* title of Th* Kiap Aaaacainatlea Bavlaitad", dafandaaty McHiUlaBy 
aatkorad a aallciou* artlcla aubtitlad T'a gonaa kill tkat alegar Xiag” 
aad allagad aaid aubtitl* to b* a atatanaat aad* bp Plaintiff. 

Bald ariiclt la Xltt«r«d with d«Ub«rat« fabric a tlonsi aad vhlla of a 
bollTvoodldti character tbaj art dalivarad vltb aallca inta&t, banning *186- 

a 


^ • a • 


"•••la <963 aa4 1964 M«rtl8 Ltttb«r Xlag «a« oa TV alaoat «T«r7d«7, talklaf 
4«flaatl7 abottt hov Black people war# tolas to s*t their rlshts...Ra7 
vatehed It all aTidl7 oa the cell^hloek TV, at JefX Cltp* S.e reacted aa 
17-Klat'a rcaaika were directed at hla pereoaall7* He tolled «hea Xlof 
eaae oa the take. He betea to call hla Martla 'Laclfer* Klat aad Martla 
Lather *eooa^. Zt got m that the Terp aljht of Klag eoald calTaelse 
lay *• p. 18 aald article. 

A* 

• % 

t 

She facta are that their were no TV aeta la the eellblocka or, cella, 
durlat Tlalntlff'a eatlre aojocra la the Klasourl State pealtentlarp at, 
JefferaOB Clip; and, that defeadant McMlUlan la eognlxant of this fact 
throttth coaTeraatlOBS elth Hlaaourl correctloas officials irtioa ho has 
coatacted for laforaatloa nuBarous tlaes. Sea, £X— Jt. 

29. Shat soTeral oiler deliberate fabrleatloas with aallclous lateat la 
aald article aret - 

(a) "Rap aad (hla fellow coavlct Rapaoad) Cortls would set around, 
eftaa hl^ oa speed.*." Speed belat a fora of aareotle. p. 18* 

\ 

(b) "Oa April 24, 1987« Just oae dap after Rap escaped from the 
prlaoa at Jefferaoa Cltp, he aet hla Brothers Jack and Jerrp la Chleato's 
Atlantic Hotel..*" Alletedlp, sap's McHIlliaa, dlscuaalBt the aurder of 
Ktftla Luther Klac* P* 18* 

(c) that McHlIlAaa alleted Plaintiff' a Brotberp, Joha A Jerrp Rap, 
had, froa eonveraatloas with Flalatlff, kaowledga before the fact of the 
HLX Jr* Border. PP. 18 h 29* 

24* Shat the Stats of Mlsaourl'a departaeat of correctloas eooslssioBer, 

Mr* George M. Caap, alleges la effect that defaadaat KcMllUsn la a fraud 
rla eoaaectlOB with McHIlliaa* a aforeaeatloned allegations eoacemlng Plain* 
tiff's conduct while la said Mlaeourl penlteatlarp* See, EX-*& 

d» 

29, Shat the Hlaaourl priaoaer defendaat McHUUan prlnclpallp relies on 
to aabatantlate hla oUagatloas, allegatloaa that Plaintiff not oalp 
plated the aurder of XLH *^r* bat was also aareotle addict, nareotls 
peddler, eet* ect., la re'waled to be one, Sapnend Curtis* 
fold, Rapnoad Curtis, atteapted oneed to coaTeras with Plalatlff while la 
said pea/lteatlarp, tboreaftor he (Curtis) 'woluatacUp "checked Into" 
segregatloB, after being ei^sed aa a pref/asalonal Inforaer, and thus 
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««■ tli«r*aft«r Halted la his prison ssseelatlos to his own typo. 

26 . that abortljr sftar Plalatllf's araat la 1968 to aaatr for said er« 

* ladietsaat dafaadaat KcKllUaa statad at s savs eoafarasea that staea hs 

(McMLUlsa) kaas nalatlfr was foUtp of tha ladlctaaat chakTC* ha (McHiU- 

♦ 

Ish) vottld act hsvs to ijiTsatlfsts ths csss* Thus it follows a fortiori 

that McMiUlaa has rallad oa tha work product of other aOTsUst to sab* 

staatiata aisashla portloas of his allacatloas ia said TDfS srtaela. 

« 

27 * lhat dafaodant McKlUlaa has posted Plaintiff bttaarons lattars, first 
thraataalae, than eajolias, ia saaklas lataralaws tor ass la said artlcla 
and his allasad fertheoalnc hook ra Plaintiff* 

28 »lhat dofaadaBt TXK£ aasazlaa has a wastad (flnaaeial) latarast la 
pahilahlag said artUea hr McMIlll an~-thus la proaotlar McKllllaa's forth- 
cealaf hook re Plaintiff— la that McMllIlaa*s pohllahar, Little Bro«a« 
is a suhaldary of TIXS iae* 

• * ■ f 

• a * 

29 * That dafaadat TIKE daealwad thalr own asaat (Plehard C. Voodhurr) 
thsir Chleaco* lUlaols, office into thlnkiag TIMS would roa aa ohjoctlTs 
atorr ra the aattsr. Sea, EX— F. 

4 * 

30 * That dafaadant TZ-tE was coasclonslp aadeavorlnf to lafXuaaea tha 
Paitad States Sixth Clreult court of appaals la, Par ▼. Peso, ao. 

1543 * which just a few daps suhsaqueat to said article heard asguaaats 
la tha ahowa Pap Boaa suit to dataralsa wbathar to order Plolatlff a 
aaw trial uadar said cr* ladletaaat* 

a . ’ 

>■' 31 >* That TIKE lac. haa a hlstorr of eoasplrlas to subwart tha judicial 

f 

- - sad political processes hr puhUahlaf, tlsalr» aallclous articles prior 

I 

to judicial daclaloas or alactloa of public officials*. 

» • 

Shat baeausa dafaadaat, TZKE, has sada a fresh lorastlsatloa }p. I? 
said article) iato tha "(•••••..thalr Initial iavastlsatloa awldeatlr 
halBc pardomad hj Tlaa lac. LIFE aacazlaa la 1968 — TIKE is co^aant 
that a Btthstantlal portion of said article is falsa 1 aalielous* 

• • * 

. S 3 . &at substantial portloas of said artUca hr HcKlUlaa ware supplied 
to Kr* KcKUllaa bp dafandaats, Fraak S Buis— Dafaadaat, Buis , puhUahad 
a nowaX ra Plalatlff la 1970 titled * 9 s Slew tha Sraaaar''s dafaaAant, - 183 ^ 

J) ' 


a 
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3l»* lliat tlio f«lM all^eatloaa in m 14 artlelat "that Plaintiff eonaittad 

n holdup in London, 3&^and, and that Gaorfo C* Vallaco aould pardon 
• % 
plaintiff, pp. 17 i 23 ‘raapoetlTilpi wtra aappUad to dafandant XcMilliaa 

m 

V dafandant Hula an aaidanead ap atataaanta nada diraetlp to Flaiatifz 

to tho nhoaa nantlonad Parer POeanan (quoatlnp Buia to Plaintiff) albnc 

• <% 

with oral ft orlttan daelarationn bj Dafandat, Ruio« Soa, ol.r- 

.r 

35 • Dial dartadut Eula In hla oa^oln^ aadla eanpalcn aaaloat Plaintiff 
llbalad Plaintiff la a CBS^TV latarvltv Boatad b/« Dan ^athar» oa or 
atoat Janaar^ !976| bj falaaly allo^ni la aifict tnat naintiff bad 

b . 

•urdarad iHK Jr* and, rebbad a loan eoapanj in London, Sagland* 

3d« That tha falaa aUapatlona in rafafaacd to Adolph Eitlar (p. 23 n«id 
artida) van sappliad to dafandant'.Mei-lilllan bp Oofaadant, FrezI^, an aT* 

idancad bp otutananto nada diractlp to plaintiff bp Plaintiff's fomar 

a 

'ftttoraap (vho was intartiavad axtanalaalp bp dafandant, frank) Robart Sill, ■ 
of thq Chattaaoopa Tannasoao bar* 

32* That dafandant Buia hao a hlotorp, for conoareial raasono, of 
coatantiononaas vlth oaid. Cor* Vallaea* 

¥ 

39 • Shat dafandant Prank has a hiatorp of dafandlnp Zlonlm aran than 
it ineludao surdar, a(, saa ITaak*o aOTal, publlshar la 1963i titlad 
"TBS DESO", and if alla(atlono in count 2-f aboT# art subatantlatad in 
court procaadlnc Mr. irank'o intrunloa Into uaid er* Indietaaat as a 
OoTamaant adrocata ia raadilp a^Qlieabla. 

J9» That an artida in tha BXLALXAB HZVH pubUahad March 12, 1976| pa^a 13, 

a. _ 

pnttltlMto paragraph 9 raportad KZ3C Jr* vaa afad fling hlo political aXll« 
ancoOa«7Dr* King vaa ahlXting hla political alUnacaa and civil right a 

a 

* approach. To support tbla viov obaorrara point to Or. nine's alass on 
tho Vlat Ban var and bia cnaiAft auppoft of tha labor aOTanant. Or. King 
was dao cooinf nndar tha Influaneo of tha Toaehliie of tha Hoaorabla 

m.M ^ A. — ^ ^ ^ ^ k aa-^^ a an a 

Has^W XnU.jaa riu0«s»«a* • • • 

■4 

ba* Plaintiff mad a Ubal salt In tha Enltad Stataa Ua. Ct. tor 
tka of Tasmaaaaa titlad^ Eap v. Tttnk^ Civil Action no# C*73**^E6« 
agalnat harata dafandant • PVank« in I973i end had proeaaa aarvad upon 
hiji throng hla puhliahar^ Poubladaj eoapanj* Mr# Frank van aubaaquantl/ 
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jrtltlTtd tgr tb« Court ao u dofoadjAt la Mid Mlt by folsoly alloclad 
X DC— p* 1 ) a preeoa* dofleitaeri Mr TTaak'a la tffoet falsoly 
. allofod that ha h Ooubladoy Ceapaay'a afflUatlea «a« for^ k troaaltorr. 


41 -. that tha raeord vlil eoaflra that act ona of tha nolatlff'd ateuttra 
la tha cooBoaicatloa laduatry huTa avor otfarad lira taatlaoay la a court 
of la« but oa tha eoatrory, they bata utlUcad auaaroua rusao to avoid 
process aad tha subpocaa shlls the raeord «U1 avldaoca PXaiatirt has aot 

m 

oaly fivaa Uvs tastisony (la tha s^oraaaatioaad avldantisry basriad) but 
prior to tha plaa la sold er* iadletaaat «as la eoatoatioa vlth his cr« 
couasol la tholr laslstaBea-^la coUusloa slth dafaadaat, Suio— that plolat* 
Iff aot ba a dafoasa sltnass tharola* 

XorooTcr, Botblog of sabstaaea iadlcatas that the las&l systoa- 
lafloaoelol publlsblBd cospanlas eoablaa ora aot aetlas la eoaeart to assu- 
re that thalr shall aavar be a (jury) trial for Plalatlff, erlaloal er 

I • 

civil, that*s related to aoid Iadletaaat... apporootly beeause It could set 

» • 

be a **^v trial",l.a., the Goveraaeot could aot snstsla It's heretofore 
. aedla cose* : ^ ■ 

dad It could appear that a cr. dafendoat clthoot the ecoaoele 
er political lafltteaea to affectively coatest tha above sitaatloa Is aot 
ealy subject to the denial of due process but cos also expect his fooUy 
aeabers to be Jailed oad fToaed for crlelacl affeneas Mile the ease puh> 
llahias laduetdec, ec, dafandeat, TXKS, eoaplola self-rlMteouely about 
aoae distant country's eorsetloas or lesal systea. 

Further, .It seen* a that, by choaed, the sane aedia-polltieal 
coablae that coalesced la the Watercete Investlfatloa-prosecutioa aad 
deoended full dlseiosore- ore out' of the sane sack as thoes cho prosecuted 
plsiatlff BBder sold er* ladletaeat aad cho ore aoc opposed to dlpclssurea. 


XX SUKKARTi the above veatloaed Percy Pbreaoa bas heretofore, 

* # * 

since he k the Goveraseat oeaeuvered Plaintiff Into eold ladletaeat plea, 
beta stvlaf a runalac cooaeatery la the aedle oa hoc he (Foreaea) aeeoa- 
pllohed the feat. Moc he )xsc pabllMed snalocouMy the epilofue to the 
feat la tha StiP aafodae Merela he proaonaceat 
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Sttblleity, appellate eeurta are reluctant to 
roTcrao becauaa It «eul4 brin* down a heap of erltlelaa froa 
tba public abo arc not faalllar «ltb the role asd regulatloB 
of law«».to flad a Judgo or a troup of Judges altb eboacht 
aeoraco oould ob experleaect be usexpected'*. See, CX->«. 

tbat the defeadaBta, TZKS lac., Geers* McMUUaa, T.^Seary BaUe, 

yini a a Bratford Hule, asd Oerold ITaak are of the violation 

¥ 

M follovot ; 

(m) of Ubellag plaintiff In aaid TIMS article 'dth nallelos latent. 

kirn Tbat the defeadanto, TIME lac., Geors* HcKllllan, w. 'Benrp Halle, 
are sulltp of the vlolatloa ae foUowa: ' 

(a) of actlns la eellualOB, bp the nature of aald article and It* a 
pab ll ahl n s date, to Influence the V.S. 6th dreult court of appeals la. 

Bap V. Mae, Ho. 73-1543* adveraelp to herein Plaintiff, tbue obetruetlns 
ittsUee and ^olatlns plaintiff *o civil rlshts. 

H»^Tbat defendant, McKilllaB,la in addition suHtp of tha violation 
aa follovat • “ * . 

(a) of recevlBs 1 putaliahlns nalleloua aarerlal froa defeodanta. 
Bole h Frank, slth a reckleaa dlaresard for the truth or falsltp of said 
■aterlal thua coopouadlas HeMllllaB*a libel. 

^3* That defeadaat, Buie, la la addition sullty of the violation aa foUova: 

' (a) of Ubellas slth nallclous InteaB bp falaelp cbarslns oa a 
CBS-T? special dated Jaaaarp 1976* and boated bp Sen Bather, that ''lalnt- 
Iff had la affect aurdered, Bev. Martin Luther Kins Jr., and, robbed a 
loan eoapaap la, London, Dijp.aad. 

Thmt d«f«ndaiit^ ±m guilty of tho oddltloiiml TioXatloofits follors: 

(a) of vlolatlns Flalntlff'a civil rl^ta' with eallclous latent 
bp sldlas It abettias defendant. KcHllllaa, la bla (Meallllan'a) pubUaSlBs 
said article, throusb faralahlas McMlUiaa iafomatloa froa the flies of 
tho Teaaesaee Attoraep General's office siille ho (Halle) was asst. Att. Gea. 

. * • 

(b) of bavins dlrapt kaovledsc reaultlns froa hla teaurs la tha 
Teanesaee A.O. office and hla association with the aforcaeatloaed, Perep 
lOreaaa It VUllea L. Barrp, of the trutfTulaess of allesatlea Bade ^ eoaat-3 
horela above, thus violatias Plaintiff *s civil rl^ta. 



That daftadtAia* Judf« MeSaa h Sraada ?tllleelottl, era guilty of 

tha civil rlghta vlolatloa aa foUevss 
• 

(a) of dallharataly withholding ralavant portlonn of ^slntlff^o 
traaaerlpt froa an appallata court* rafarad to la eouai-1^ b abova* and 
tbua eontrlbutad aubataatlally to that court— U«$* 6th circuit court of 
appaalo— auatalnlng Jndga McRaa*o aarllar rollng tharain agalaat Plaintiff • 

That dafaadast* Judga McHaa* la in addition guilty of tha civil right *i 
Tiolatlon aa foUdvat 

\ 

(a) of rafualng to act on a notion to taka parpotuatlng taatl- 
BOny froB dafandant* Bula* In tha aforaaentlonad avldantlary baarlng* ra» 
farad to In eount>1<» c above* 

A9* That tha Plaintiff la aatltlad to azaaplary danagea baeaaaa dafandanta, 
azcludlng Judga KcRaa t Pallicclottl* ahquld bo tan^t that tha culpabil- 
'Ity of dafandanta in cr* Indletaanta vara intandad ondar tha Vnltad Stataa 
conailtatlon to ba docldad In courta of lav rathar than throu^ fraudulant 
Blarapraaantatlona In tha eoaaarclal eoonunleatlona Induatry; and tha etha; 
two dafandanta that legal raqulrananta precada political conalderatlons 
or blasneaa agalnat a particular litigant* 


SO * that aa a raault of tha dafandanta aetlona cited herein the Plaintiff 
has not only been llgalad In a nallgant fashion but thoea who have tha 
raaponaiblllty of upholding Utiganta constitutional rights have by their 
eoUuslva acts indlraetly eontrlbutad to and aneouraged tha Ubal. 


VHSiSPORE* Plaintiff deoands judgaent froa defendants* az- 
^ • 

< eluding Judga McBaa* punitive dasagaa of five hundred thoueand dollars 
raspaetlvaly* 

as • . 

Jonas £• Bay 
Station— A 






\ • . su« %/0 


. Said noni<^s bolng ^scnt 


>* ■*, • »ail to James Earl Ray, with aliases, from 
; ; «»Wcs at /.AA^/^h'O aj^ jcjg^ (t ? i • 

The above sun was received in the form of 

. *• ‘ -(f*/ • 

v.*' . V ‘ ^ ■ • 

’ *.-. • ' i-ti cash .VchcclK money order’. V ” • ,• 


• * fl.': 


!V.* ’ • (Si^^^propriatej \ r 

V •• • . “• . •. . . . • v'V ^ . • 

} 1 i • ./:'. • . ;.* . .• r* - *• \ * ' •* u;. 

^ f • , • • • i • • • •. ' • • . . • ».' *. ■' • • t ^ J ‘ 

" <• _vV . ^ ‘V r-.— - . •.. 


money order’, 


;, ' -•» ii-v • i’. S'- . * f, . ■ % 

‘ '*• a ^ ' 

• • ’ • . t • - e 

• % ;• / 

* V* il . , 


M * > rt » . 


• Mor^j A Hancs-r-Aiii2ac)ta. 

• ■* •* VTx^.tX ^ — — 


; » • 1 * ^ "X*-* **„^^:’*.** *\ / • , ♦ . 

* , Earl Ray, County Jail . .• * 

.. «*,. r.*. • \ * *.’■'* *" ‘ ' ** 'f • I . . ’ 

. • .'.• y- . •• ■ ’•?•■•■ •• •’ •■. ' •• *r - . 



EXHIBIT 16 



State of Teonessee 

aBEiar oocntt 



t,J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the CHaiael Cmrte el mU Centjr. do koro k y OOTtify that tko feco> 

jnlnj (5) FIVE aeoUla o Ml, a«o and perfect copy pi tke 

PETITION R» W.MVER OF TRIAL AND UnPUEST BOB ACCPPTANCE OF WlA Of flOtlTY iLND 

OREER AWIPtaZINC WAIVER OP TRIAL AND ACQTn?« PLEA OF OniTY AVD 

VDIR DIRE OF CEFPflWff OW tCAIVER AVD ORDER - OF J/»ES EARL RAY - BDOCET NtMVER B-1664S 


•a Ills mmm appsm of rocord mow ob IQo la mj offioo. 

* k Tootimooy WWool I Imy homnto Mt mj kuid ojid oilijcod tko tool 
of nid Coitrli At offieop io ibo CHj of Mtmpliit, 

ifcu mt 

.Oerk 
IK C 

State of Tennessee \ ^ criminal court of shelby county, Tzaoi. 

BZLBT COQimr j llornpMa^ Toab lUCu. 16,1976 — 

1, KllJJ^t He WILLW1S , ioU md pro^dlof Jodgo of iIm CHninal Coorl of aid 

CooBty DMsuhi,^ 3. ■ ■■ ■, otrlifp Ihot X X BLACKWELL, wke tho fooofotnf cortlEeolo, it bow, aad 
woo of Iho lim of olgnliif tko soao, Qork of aoid Cooit, oad tkoi sold Coart is o Coart of Bocord, ood tkot 



kb ottoototlaa b b dot foraa, oad kb officio] octo, a iock, oro ontiUod to full foltk ood aodb 

I mj koadi tf>b dy of ISJ&L. 


€y of GKii p 




^udfo. 


State of Tennessee \ 

■BZLBT OOCNTT / 


^ Je iL BLACKWEU^ Qork of tko Criodaol Cooita of ooid Coun^, oorti(p tkot HON. 
WTIXTAM He WlfXIAMS ^ whooo goBubo offiool oignoturo oppoors to tko oborvo 


oad ktrojb onaoood Cortifieoto, b oad woo ot tko tboo of tko oomo, wU oad protiding Judgo of tko 

CHabtol Coort PkdAuR 3 |io oad lor tko Goaaty oad Stoto oforooold, duly ooBuabsioDod oad qnoU* 

fiod, oad tkot oD kb officio! acts, os oaok» oro oatfiod to full foltk oad aodlL 

ii Tostkaooy Wkorool I kooo korotmlo oot My koad oad ofiucod tko tool 
of ooid Courtp 01 ofBoa, ki ^ aty of Moaqdib. 




: r 


STATS or t£S:£SSbS 

n. 

JA.MES EARL RAY 


23 Cni:u5ia cc;;a 7 or sasiaY ccu:.tt, tstcsssss 
fiivisioa TTT 


30, 1A&<5 


rSSOAST 



iCTITIOa FOR VAXVCR 07 TAl/X AND REQUEST FOX 
ACCSTTAnCB OF nEA OF cuim 

That my tru« f\iH n<n« ii JMTES 1EARL RAY •nd I ••iert that 

•11 proecedlns« e^aiiist u should b« had in the name vhieh X hereby declare to be ry 
tru« naac« 

attorney in the eause ia PERCY FOREMAN t who vac ie^ 

lected and retained by nOi/vKo vaa appointed by the Court ahx](?cxeqcL>oet, to represent 
laa in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender, 


^ ^ , X have received a copy of the indlctcsent before being celled upon to plead, 

end X have read and dlieuised it vith ny attorney, and belicvt and feel that X under* 
atand the accusation aada agalnat m in this case and in each case Hated herein. I 
hereby waive the Tonal reading of the indie taent. 

^ « t • X have told ay attorney the facta end surrounding eircuastances as known 

* to M concerning the natters mentioned in the Indie taenta, end believe and feel that 
mgr attorney is rViHy informed as to ell such aattera. >V attorney has Inforned oe 

I at to the nature and cause of each accusation against me, end es to any end all 

i . possible defenses I Aight hive in this cause. 

. I , . IQr attomey has sdvlsad &a as to tha punishment provided by lav for the 

« , \ ' rffenses charged end embraced in tha indie teent against me. My attorney has further 

I odvlaed that punishaiteQt which tha lav provides for the erime vith which I sa charged 

In tha indictment la as foHovat 

■ ■ ' 
l- hv .Teetroeutlon er confinement in the State Penitentiary for 

Hf. WT for tome period ef time over tventy (20) years 

- * ' sad it accepted by tha Court and JUxy aqr aentcaea on a plan of guilty vUl be: 

^ rnttF^Tiertrnt In the State Penitentiary for ntncty-nlne years (99). 


*■ * It baa bean fully explained to ae and I understand that X ney, If l to choose^ 

' pload "net CuUty" ta any offense charged against aa, sad that If I choose to plead *h'ot 
> Guilty" the Constitution guarantees and this Court vill provide ae the right to a sasedy 
and public trial by jury; the right to see and hear all vltnesaes agalnst~ea; the right' 
to ttsa tha power and process of the Court to coapsU the production of any evidence, 

• I Including the attendance of any witness, in ay favor; and the right to heve the asais- 
\ tauca of counsel in my defense at all stages of the proceedinss. 




Xn the exercise of ay own free will and cholea and without any threats or 
praasura of any kind or promltas of gain er favor froa any source whatsoever, and being 
syoTa of ^ action I aa taking, I do hereby In open Court request tha Court to 
aseapt <GT pica of guilty to tha charges outlined herein. I hereby waive any right 1 
* mar *7 could have to a Motion for a Raw Trial, aa&/o^ an appeal. 



I 


'Defendant 


o 
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nt sue CKCOHAt COVK? Or ZVaLVC CCVSTT, TEHrSSSFJ; 
W2SKU III 


CtATC or TEtSCF^SiZ 




JAMFK gAPt. a»Y 


KTZCAIiT 


utUHJi iUniiaiiiziKG vaiv&ii Or triAi> Aso Meesmio 

nsA or CUU.TX 


tfai» e«u«« e«B« oa far hscrlac bafore tb« Jtoaorctl t tf. 
PggSTQK KATTLE » Jodg* af Dlvltien III « of tha 


Criminal Court of Sbelby County, Tccnetsts, aa tha yctltlon of tha 
aafaadant, JAMES EARL RAY for Valvar of trial by Jury and 




barato aiid Inserporatad by rafaraasa beralaj upon atateacata made la 

the District Attorney General 

opaa Court by the dafandtat barala; his attomaysof record; Aba Aaslstant 


Attornejs Central rapraaentlas tbo State of Taanaasda; and froa fucstionlns 
by tbe Court of dafaadant and Ua eounsal la open Court; and 

XX Arr£ARli;S XO TKC CCCRT after careful eenaldarattoa that tbe 
dafeadaat haraia has been fully advised and understaods his rlsht to a 
trial by Jury oe the eerits of tbe ladletacat acainst bln, and that tbe 
dafaadant herein deaa not elect to bavt a Jury detamlna hit euUt or 
Innoecnca under a ^ea of BOt tiullty; aod baa voived the forxal rtading 
of the ladietMat, ABS: 

IT rusmCB API^JOSC to rds COUKI that the defendant Intelllccntly 
and uaderateadinjly volvas bis riebt to a trial and of bla oun free viU and 
eholec tad without any three ta or pressure of any bind or pronlses, other 
that ths rtcpccfifidfition of tho fitate •• to ounishunt: and doea deslra to 
anter a plea of guilty and accept the recoaaendotion of tbe State aa to 
pufiishaent^ vnlvea his right to a lection for a Kev Trial apd/or an appatl* 
aT is xKEHSFCKSj CnSSKSIi^ ADJuuGZD AND BECKiZD that the petition 


filed herein he and the aaae la harehy gnnted* 
Inter thla the iC d ay of 
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j-,v JtetL • 


JUDGE 
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' I. 

■; *• 



♦ ' r 


I 


; L 


JUDGE **Jamts Earl Ray, stand.** 

JUDGE **Hava your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do 
you understand then?** ‘ - 

defendant **Yes** 

JUDGE **Do you know that you have a right to a trial by Jury on tha 
charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punls.i> 
ment for Murder In the First Degree ranging froa Death by 
Electrocution to any tine over twenty years? The burden of 
proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be* 
yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de- 
^ clsion of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and 

punishment? 

In the event of a Jury verdict against you, you would 
have the right to file a Motion for a Kew Trial addressed to 
khe trial Judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against 
you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right 
to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap- 
peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe- 
tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States? 
Do you understand that you have all these rights?** 

DEFENDANT **Tes*» 

JUDGE **You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First 
Degree as charged in the Indictment and are cosiproaising 
and sattling your case on agreed punishment of ninetynine 
years in the Stste Penitentiary* Is this what you want to 
do?** 


DEFENaANT "Yes'* 

JUDGE **Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving 
up**, a formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws 
of this State reottire the prosecution to present certain evi> 
dance to a Jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder In 
the First Degree? 
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Voir Diro of Ooftndont on Volvor oad Ordor 


tr your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights 
to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appeals to 
the Tennessee Court of Criainal Appeals and the Suprene 
Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

ly your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and 
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions 
and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against 
you in whole or in part, among then being: 

* * 1. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment 




S. Motion to remove lights and cameras from jail . ^ 

4. Motion for private consultation with attorney 

5. Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions 

6. Motion to permit conference with Kuie 

7. Motion to permit photographs 

t. Motion to designate court reporters 

9. Motion to stipulate testimony 

10. Suggestion of proper name” 

DEFENDXNT •’Yes" 

JUDGE **Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in 
the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead 
guilty? Has anything else been promised you by anyone?** 
DEFENDANT **No” 

JUDGE **Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been 
used on you to get you to plead guilty?** 


DEFENDANT 


•No*' 


— V If a «... ^ Xt _ 1 — ^ *• S ^ ea a . 

aawssaaw /wu guxAw/ I'lUAovr rxT9X i/cgrvr in 

this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under 
such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of 
Murder in the First Degree under the law as explained to 
you by your lawyers?** 

DEFENDANT •*Yes" ^ 


A' 


f 


I 


\ 

t 
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F«£« 3 

Voir Oiro of Dofondant on T^mivor and Ordor 


JUDCE th** Pl«* of Guilt/ to MUrder in tho First Degroo with 

•groed punishment of nlnety*nine y«srs in the Stste Feni- 
tontiary* freely, voluntarily and understanding!/ made and 
entered by you?** 

DEFENDANT "Yes'* 


JUDGE 




free will, made with your full knowledge and understanding 
of its meaning and consequences?" 

BEFENDAriT "Yes" 

JUDGE "You may be seated.” 
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EXHIBIT 17 
(Classified) 
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E»QBIT 18 

(aassified) 
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